Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
August 18, 2009
Chairman Gary Phillips called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Steve Jamison, Linda Moser, Chairman Gary Phillips. Vice-Chair Sara Sweeney, and Darrell Jones. Members Absent: Laura Kirby Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator.

Approval of Minutes of the March 17, 2009: 

The minutes were adopted as stated. 

Docket No. BZA09-02
To hear a variance request by the Peter Sujansky, appellant, to vary the front setback eight (8) feet for a duplex dwelling unit.  The variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Article 4 Section 401.A.2 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires a front setback of fifteen (15) feet for a duplex. The property is located at 223 South Main Street, Boonsboro MD and is zoned Town Residential (TR).

Testifying For:

Peter Sujansky, appellant, testified on the conditions of the request for variance.  He stated he had discussed the proposed location of the new dwelling with the Town Planner. Although the proposed dwelling can fit within the required setbacks, his main concern is the aesthetic value of the dwelling. There are two options for the location of the building. The first option is to build the structure closer to the street to tie in with the existing neighborhood. The other option is to place the building further to the rear of the site, which would bring the parking to the front of the structure as well as possibly a retaining wall. He stated the second option is probably less desirable in creating an aesthetic value for the property. With the first option, the parking and retaining wall can be placed to the rear of the structure, thus allowing natural grass and a porch to help blend the newer structure with the neighborhood. The existing dwellings located adjacent to the property currently are located right at the property line and the porches are within the state right-of-way therefore it would be impossible to build the dwelling at the same location of the other existing structures, including the previous structure located on this property. He stated the Town Planner and him had staked out the property and it was determined that an eight (8) foot variance would be adequate for the placement of the structure.  
Board Member Jones: How many square feet is each duplex?
Appellant Sujansky: Approximately 1500 square feet per unit. The structure will be a two story structure. This may be another issue in trying to keep the aesthetic value of the building. I plan to use the porch to help take away from the height differences with the other existing structures. 

 Board Member Jones: So basically it will be a walk-out basement.
Appellant Sujansky: No. It will have a one-story porch.
Chairman Phillips:  Is there a drawing or site layout?
Appellant Sujansky: Not at this point as it depends on the decision of this board.

Chairman Phillips:  Approximately how high is that piece of property above the street? Is there a sidewalk in front?

Appellant Sujansky: The sidewalk was never installed. The existing sidewalk ends at the adjacent property. 

Chairman Phillips:  In that area of Town, most of the dwellings sit right on the street.
Appellant Sujansky: This lot is bigger than most of the other properties adjacent to it. This will allow approximately thirteen feet on each side of the dwelling to the property lines. 

Board Member Jones: So there would be eight feet to the front of the porch?

Appellant Sujansky: Yes.
Chairman Phillips: Is there anyone else here who wants to speak on behalf of the request?
Several neighbors stated they had questions and were not for or against the proposal. They asked questions pertaining to the site design including parking and drainage. 

Chairman Phillips: The Planning Commission rendered a recommendation via telephone/email poll. By unanimous vote, a recommendation was made to approve the Request for Variance. 
Chairman Phillips: The public hearing is now closed and the board will now discuss the issue.
Board Discussion:
The Board of Appeals discussed the site regarding the height of the proposed structure, grade of the property, and the existing neighborhood. 

Action:

Motion was made by Board Member Darrell Jones, seconded by Board Member Linda Moser, that the Board of Appeals grant the request to vary the fifteen (15) foot front setback by eight (8) feet for a duplex dwelling. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Steve Jamison, Secretary
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