MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

July 6, 2009

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation.  In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 1, 2009 Fiscal Year 2010 Proposed Budget Public Hearing Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the June 1, 2009 Regular Session Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to review the June 22, 2009 Workshop Session Minutes for amendments as requested by Council Member Wetzel, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the June 22, 2009 Workshop Executive Session Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the June 2009 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the June 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

GUESTS
· Janeen Solberg - Boonsboro Recycling Task Force; MRN Award: The Maryland Recycling Network (MRN) Award for Outstanding Environmental and Community Leadership was presented to the Boonsboro Recycling Taskforce on June 25, 2009 at the MRN Conference held at the University of Maryland.  
· Joe Seabright – 50th Anniversary of Boonsboro Football: Boonsboro Athletic Boosters are requesting that the Mayor and Council make a donation towards the purchase of 12 celebration banners for the 50th year anniversary of football at Boonsboro High School, which will be displayed at the school complex. The cost is $1,800 for 12 banners. The Mayor stated that the Town is very supportive of BHS sports, and suggests the Boosters ask local business and the American Legion for donations, and then return to the Mayor and Council to request a donation.
CORRESPONDENCE

· Thank you letter from Dave Weller, one of the MML Scholarship winners 
· Newspaper article about a South Carolina fire department returning an older fire truck back to Boonsboro.

· Washington County School Board approved the Facilities Master Plan listing Boonsboro High School modernization construction in August 2022.

· Ken Clements presented the Town with an oil painting of the Washington Monument which is on display in the 2nd floor conference room in Town Hall.

· Announcement that Assistant Mayor Long is the MML District 8 Vice President

· Letter from Senator Munson concerning Amendment 04-10; Proposed Increased of Federal Funds Appropriation for the Fiscal Year 2010 Operating Budget.
· Gang Steering Committee Minutes from June 22, 2009
· Bugle Call Magazine 

· Request from the Hagerstown/Washington County Convention and Visitors Bureau (HWCCVB) to submit upcoming Town events occurring during the months of October 2009 to March 2010 for their Calendar of Events brochure.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission Appointment – The Mayor made the recommendation to appoint Council Member Chambers as the Utilities Commission Liaison. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to appoint Council Member Chambers as Utilities Commission Liaison, with Council Member Wetzel commenting that the Charter states that a Liaison for the Municipal Utilities Commission is a non-voting member of that Commission, Council Member Chambers abstaining, and motion carried 5-1.
Approval of Fiscal Year 2010 Town Staff Salaries – Town Manager made the recommendation for the approval of Fiscal Year 2010 Town staff salary increases, which are based on Town Manager and Personnel Committee reviews.  Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Chambers to approval the Fiscal Year 2010 Town staff salary increases, with Council Member Mose abstaining, and motion carried 5-1.
NEW BUSINESS
Approval of Resolution 2009-02; Update to the Boonsboro Comprehensive Plan: A Public Hearing was held at 6:30 PM this evening, at which time no citizen comments were made in opposition.  Planning Director Clark stated that a few minor changes will be made to the introduction.  Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve Resolution 2009-02; Update to the Boonsboro Comprehensive Plan, with Council Member Wetzel commenting that in the Plan there is a suggestion that the Mayor and Council have their own 5 year strategic plan and would like for the Town to consider this action, and motion carried unanimously.
Introduction & Approval of Resolution 2009-03; MWQFA Debt Service Reserve Account: The Town Manager explained that in addition to the Developers Agreements required by MDE to cover the first 5-years worth of debt for the construction of the new Waste Water Treatment Plant, MDE is now requiring the Town to place 1-years worth of debt service in the amount of $117,000 in a segregated account established for the Developer Installment payments in case one or more of the developers default on their payments to the Town. Council Member Chambers explained that all revenue for the Debt Service Accounts will be generated by the Developer Agreements, which are set up so that they are scheduled to pay both of the loans to MDE and USDA based upon the requirements of Federal, State and Town of Boonsboro Government. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Chambers to approve and pass Resolution 2009-03 on an emergency basis in order to proceed with the proposed loan closing at the end of July, and motion carried unanimously.  
Introduction of Ordinance 2009-03; To Amend Zoning Ordinance to Provide for Home Occupation Signs: Planning Director Clark stated that the Planning Commission is requesting to re-enact a section which was omitted in 2007 from the Zoning Ordinance permitting 2 foot by 1 foot Home Occupation signs on property fronts of personal dwellings, with one sign permitted per home. A Public Hearing will be held on August 3, 2009 at 6:30 PM. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the Introduction of Ordinance 2009-03; To Amend Zoning Ordinance to Provide for Home Occupation Signs, and motion carried unanimously.  
Introduction of Ordinance 2009-04; To Amend Subdivision Ordinance for the Adoption of Site Plan, Landscaping and Streetlight Provisions: Planning Director Clark stated that the Planning Commission is requesting the Introduction of Ordinance 2009-04 to amend the Subdivision Regulations. A Public Hearing will be held on August 3, 2009 Public Hearing at 6:45 PM. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the Introduction of Ordinance 2009-04; To Amend Subdivision Ordinance for the Adoption of Site Plan, Landscaping and Streetlight Provisions, and motion carried unanimously.  
Introduction & Approval of Ordinance 2009-05; Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration Wastewater Facility Construction Bond: The Town Manager explained that Ordinance 2009-05; MWQFA Wastewater Facility Construction Bond authorizes the issuance of a single general obligation installment bond in the aggregate principal amount of $2,000,000 from the Maryland Department of the Environment. The Bond proceeds will be used for the purpose of financing, reimbursement or refinancing all or portions of the cost of  any one or more activities relating to the planning, design, engineering, construction, improvement and equipping of the Boonsboro Wastewater Treatment Plant Biological Nutrient Removal and Enhanced Nutrient Removal upgrade and expansion project. The Town Manager further requested that this Ordinance be introduced and passed this evening on an emergency basis to prepare and proceed with a proposed closing of the loan with MDE at the end of July. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve Ordinance 2009-05; MWQFA Wastewater Facility Construction Bonds, and motion carried unanimously.  
Introduction & Approval of Ordinance 2009-06; United States Department of Agriculture Wastewater Facility Construction Bond: The Town Manager explained that Ordinance 2009-06; USDA Wastewater Facility Construction Bond authorizes the Town to issue one or more general obligation bonds from time to time in an aggregate principal amount of $5,991,000 from USDA Rural Development. The Bond proceeds will be used for the purpose of financing the Biological Nutrient Removal and Enhanced Nutrient Removal upgrade and expansion of the Boonsboro Wastewater Treatment Plant and related costs. Again, the Town Manager requested that the Ordinance to be introduced and passed this evening on an emergency basis to prepare and proceed with a proposed closing of the loan with USDA.  Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Hawkins to approve Ordinance 2009-06; USDA Wastewater Facility Construction Bonds, and motion carried unanimously.  
Park Expansion Engineering Service Contract Extension: The Town Manager stated that ARRO Engineering is requesting an extension to their contract for management and inspections not to exceed $3,000 due to the project delays that have been incurred, which include permit issues with the pre-fabricated restrooms.  Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the Park Expansion Engineering Service Contract Extension, with Council Member Hawkins abstaining, and motion carried 5-1.
Nora Roberts Foundation Curbside Recycling Program Donation: The Mayor stated that The Nora Roberts Foundation formally submitted a written contribution proposal of $10,000 a year for 3 to 5 years to help establish a curb-side recycling program within the Town. The Mayor explained that Attorney Wantz was consulted on the proposed donation proposal and reported that as long as there are no binding conditions, he finds no reason why the Town should not accept the donation and keep it in a fund until a curb-side recycling program can be established in the Town. The Mayor stated that the Town will accept this generous donation and put the funds into an escrow account until a reasonable curb-side recycling program comes to fruition. Council Member Mose stated that in her opinion the Town should not accept the donation until it is determined that the Town is going to have curb-side recycling. Council Member Wetzel stated that she feels the donation is a generous offer and is a step in right direction, and she commends the Nora Roberts Foundation for their generosity. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that she feels that the donation could possibly be used for individual use for those who are interested in curb-side recycling or for a study on curb-side recycling. Council Member Hawkins stated that he feels that recycling in Washington County should be brought up when the County Commissioners hold their meeting in Boonsboro on August 25, 2009.  Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Hawkins to accept the Nora Roberts Foundation Curb-Side Recycling Program Donation in the amount of $10,000, and motion carried. 
Renewal of Street Sweeping Contract: The Town Manager stated that the street sweeping contract for street cleaning on the third Monday of each month is up for renewal with Clean-A-Lot, Inc.  After several attempts to obtain quotes from other street sweeping providers, the Town Manager recommends that the Town renews their contract with Clean-A-Lot, Inc.  The Mayor suggested having the street cleaning service every other month instead of once a month to save on funds. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the renewal of the street sweeping contract with Clean-A-Lot, Inc for an every other month cleaning, and motion carried unanimously.
Letter to Washington County School Board:  Council Member Wetzel made a recommendation to write a letter to the Washington County School Board expressing the Town’s disapproval of the Facilities Master Plan listing Boonsboro High School modernization construction in August 2022, putting Boonsboro last on the list. Council Member Wetzel stated that the last major renovation of Boonsboro High School took place in 1975. Council Member Hawkins stated that the Boonsboro PTA, CAC and other organizations need to join the Town of Boonsboro in writing letters to the Board.  Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to a letter to Washington County School Board, and motion carried unanimously.
COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission- M. Clark.  Meeting held on June 24, 2009. Discussions were held concerning the Site Plan for enlarging the AC&T store on the current site of the used car lot by creating a 4,283 square foot building with a drive thru only bank, Amendments to the Land Subdivision Ordinance for Site Plans, and the announcement of a public informational meeting to be held in the Community Room at the Boonsboro Free Library on July 16, 2009.
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. No meetings held during the month of May. The next meeting will be held in August 2009.
Police & Public Safety – H. Long. Meeting held on June11, 2009. Discussions included the mapping and alley naming throughout Boonsboro, approval to turn the alley between Boonsboro Auto Parts and Park Drive into a pedestrian only walk-way, a basketball hoops that are placed along the streets, trees along Main Street and Lakin Avenue which are obstructing sidewalks, and requests to place ‘no outlet’ signs at Park View, Kerns and David Drives.
· The Town Manager addressed the ‘no outlet’ signs issue.  She stated that the town has several cul-de-sacs which are not considered “dead-end” streets and should not be posted as such.
Police Chief Report – J. Hewett. The Police Department received 372 calls for service, which included 66 motor vehicle violations and 12 parking citations. Arrests for the month of April included zero (0) adults and zero (0) juveniles. 
· During the month of June the Police Department received a $1,000 Grant from Wal-Mart, which was used to purchase three shot guns for the Department.  

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on June 11, 2009. Discussions included the update on the start of the construction on the 40A Waterline Extension Project, the completion of the Waste Water Treatment Plant, the decommissioning of Lagoon #1, the completion of the Reservoir cover project, the approval of the Billing Policies and Procedures, a review of the re-appointments to the Commission and a delay of the election of officers until the July 9, 2009 meeting.
Park Board - R. Hawkins, Sr. Meeting held on June 24, 2009. Discussions included the Independence Day Celebration and vendors, the Summer Concert Series and the need to advertise more.  Shafer Park Expansion updates include the black top and curbs completion, a few of the sidewalks still need installed, and the permit for the two restrooms has still not been approved. The State is willing to negotiate the permitting if the County is willing to waive the concerns over the restrooms.  The approval of the restrooms is holding up electricity installation. There is still no Library sign, and there are a few dead trees and shrubs on the lot.  Concerns have been made but with no help coming from Washington County as of yet.
Town Manager – D. Smith. 
· The Town has received a donation of a second Barbara Ingram School for the Arts “Take Flight” butterfly from Peter and Tammy Frazer.  The new butterfly is named “Swan Song.” Suggested location for the butterfly is in the area of the welcome sign at Shafer Park.
· Received information from the Department of Natural Resources that they will be accepting grant applications for the Community Parks and Playground Grant this year.
· The owners of South Mountain Day Spa donated paving services from their parking lot to the Warrenfeltz Building.  The Town had the area in front of the Trolley Station paved at the same time for the amount of $750.
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Barinda Golden - poem about Independence Day.

Meeting closed at 9:25 PM, with a motion by Mayor Kauffman. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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