MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

APRIL 7, 2008
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro regular meeting session convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and invocation.  Mayor Kauffman took a moment to remember Bernie Moser who passed this past week.   In attendance were Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, Councilmen Chambers, Grove, Hawkins, Nuice, and Councilwoman Mose.  Also in attendance were Town Manager Smith, Town Planner Clark, and Police Chief Hewett. 

Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to approve the March 3, 2008 Public Hearing Minutes and motion carried.  Amended.

Motion by Mose, second by Chambers to approve the March 3, 2008 Regular Session Minutes and motion carried.  Amended.
Motion by Nuice, second by Hawkins to approve the April 1, 2008 Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.  Amended.
Motion by Nuice, second by Long, to approve the March 2008 Treasurers Report and motion carried.

Motion by Grove, second by Chambers to approve the March2008 Bills to be paid, and motion carried.
GUEST Susan MacDonald of the Washington County Commission on Aging visiting all Municipalities to share and gain insight on how to make communities and the counties more senior friendly.  The Mayor commented on his appeal to the County Commissioners for public transportation in Boonsboro.
CORRESPONDENCE
· Open house at Cochran’s Auction Complex on March 6, 2008 to view the John Bast, Jr. estate auction items  – Fundraiser for Boonsboro Library
· Nora Roberts held a “get-together” at Vesta for Fire Victims on March 10, 2008
· Town Appreciation Banquet on March 14, 2008
· Commander for Post 10 of the American Legion welcome on March 15, 2008
· “If I Were Mayor” Contest presentation at Boonsboro Elementary School on March 26, 2008.  430 essays submitted with over 100 essays from Boonsboro.
· Hagerstown Community College fundraiser to honor Greg Snook on March 28, 2008
· March 31, 2008 VIP Open House for Library – Officially opened on April 1, 2008.   Ribbon Cutting and Grand Opening on April 14, 2008 at 11:00 AM
· A letter from Jenny Sarnecki – Program called “Our City” at the Elementary School.  A thank you to Town Planner Megan Clark for her presentation.  
· Gang Steering Minutes – March 28, 2008
· May 3, 2008 Sons of the American Legion Post 10 to sponsor the Junior Olympics for every 4th and 5th grader in Washington County.
· Progress Minutes from the March 31, 2008 Library Construction meeting – Special thank you to Councilman Hawkins for taking part.

· Little League opening day on April 5, 2008 at South Mountain Little League field.  Mayor Kauffman threw first pitch.
· March 3, 2008 letter from LGIT concerning upcoming Renewal Workshops
· May 8, 2008 Washington County Schools Annual 24 Game Competition

· May 19, 2008 MML in Boonsboro.  Linda Burrell to be presenter. Meeting will be held at Boonsboro Fire Hall.  Assistant Mayor Long has menu. Employees and Police Department invited.  $11 per person.  Scholarship winners for essay contest will be announced at the meeting.
· Frederick National Guard – Recognition request during Memorial Day Service

· Washington County Economic Development meeting on April 8, 2008

· Request by South Mountain Little League to use their senior field.  Approved.  Will not be disturbed by Waste Water Treatment Plant construction.

· 40 West Landfill tour on April 12, 2008.  Councilman Nuice will attend the tour at 10 AM.

NEW BUSINESS

Tubgrinding Service Bid Approval: The Towns chipper is 14-years old and can no longer handle the amount of brush that the Town currently collects, nor can it process the biodegradable bags that are used for collecting the grass and leaves causing a safety hazard to staff from consistent jamming. The Town utilizes MES Tubgrinding Services from time-to-time to help maintain the debris. The Town currently has approximately 565 cubic yards of debris at the site now, and MES has provided a quote of $4,685.50 to process everything. In lieu of placing $38,500 in the Fiscal Year 2009 budget for a new replacement chipper, it is proposed to utilize the services of MES annually as they can process all of the debris and the bags without posing and safety risk to the staff and by placing a smaller screen on the grinder, the mulch that is produced can be composted and used in the park for additional savings. Motion by Hawkins, second by Grove to approve the annual use of MES Tubgrinding Services. Motion carried.

Request to Place 1994 Vermeer Chipper Out for Bid: Based on the MES Tubgrinding Service, the Town wishes to place the Chipper out to bid in “as is” condition.  Motion by Chambers, second by Grove to place the Towns 1994 Vermeer chipper out for bid, and if the bid is not satisfactory, the bids can be refused and the chipper can be taken to Cochran’s for auction, in ‘as is’ condition.  Motion carried.  
BMUC Recommendation to Award Water Rate and Cost of Service Study: The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission placed a proposal for a Comprehensive Water Rate and Cost of Service Study out for bid, which is comprised of 2 phases; 
· A revised water rate structure for Boonsboro that incorporates both operational and capital improvements expenses, 
· To tier the rates for residential and commercial users and to revise the rate method currently used for services provided to Keedysville by Boonsboro into a per 1,000 gallon rate. 
Two bids were received on March 10, 2008:  Camp Dresser and McKee, Inc at $19,600 and ARRO at $17,500.  The study will not affect the Fiscal Year 2009 Water Rate Budget, and is budgeted for $20,000 in Fiscal Year 2008.  The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission is recommending approval of ARRO as the low bidder. Motion by Chambers, second by Grove to recommend ARRO as the low bidder for the study as proposed. Motion carried, with Hawkins abstaining.
Introduction of Ordinance 2008-02; Zoning Text Amendment for “Age Restricted Housing”:  An application for a zoning text amendment was submitted to include a definition of “Age Restricted Housing” within the Zoning Ordinance that will allow age restricted housing developments or “senior citizen housing – over 55” within Suburban Residential (SR) and Multi-Family Residential (MR) zoning districts, and will provide standards for such developments.  Concept plans for single-family 4-unit senior homes has been submitted to the Planning Commission.  Motion by Nuice, second by Long to introduce Ordinance 2008-02 as recommended, subject to a Public Hearing scheduled for Monday, May 5, 2008 at 6:45 PM.  Motion carried.

Annual MML Conference Participation: Conference to be held June 22 to 25, 2008 in Ocean City, Maryland. Motion by Grove, second by Mose to send Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, and Councilmen Nuice and Hawkins to the conference.  Motion carried.

Announcement that Mayor Kauffman will be running for Mayor in the May 2008 Election.

Donation Requests:

· Washington County Showkids: Annual sponsorship.  Motion by Chambers, second by Nuice to donate $50.  Motion carried.

· Congressional Youth Leadership Conference Sponsorship: Micaiah “MJ” Jessie, a 10th grade student at Boonsboro High School, donation request. Motion by Hawkins, second by Long to donate $50.  Motion carried.

· Annual Boonsboro Fishing Derby Donation: Donation request for help with prizes, food, and rods.  Motion by Mose, second by Nuice to approve $1,200 for the Fishing Derby prizes.  Motion carried.  

Annual 2007 Planning and Zoning Report: Reviewed by Planning Commission on March 26, 2008.  Motion by Nuice, second by Long to approve the Report.  Motion carried.

COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission - Councilman Nuice.  Ordinance 2008-02 introduced at this meeting.  2007 Annual Report presented.  Town Planner Clark met with Donna Brightman regarding the BRAC Commission and how it will affect Boonsboro.
Police & Public Safety - Assistant Mayor Long. Attorney Wantz is reviewing Play Vehicle Ordinance.  Discussion on a suggested Block Party and necessary provisions.
Police Chief Report - Chief Hewett.  447 calls in March.  Memo to officers on monitoring of Shafer Park and misuse of park equipment.
Utilities – Councilman Chambers.  Engineering cost was approved by MDE, and Notice to Proceed was given to CLSI on Alt 40 Waterline.  Progress Meeting #5 for the Waste Water Treatment Plant, 21.4% of Waster Water Treatment Plant complete.  Two staff member will attend the MRWA Conference in Ocean City April 19 to 22, 2008.  Bid quotes to clean reservoir and clear walls.  
Park Board - Councilman Hawkins. Meeting held on March 26, 2008.  New Library Grand Opening.  Wagon Train on May 18, 2008.  Fishing Derby May 10, 2008.  Concerts to be posted.  200 seedling trees received.  Plans to purchase two plaques for former members Joe Scalese and Mike Good.  Mulching will be done in Shafer Park.  Phase I of the Park Expansion project has been placed out for bid with bid proposals due on Wednesday, April 30, 2008.
Town Manager – Town Manager Smith.   

· A call was received today from Kathy Beisner, Assistant to the State Director and Public Information Coordinator for USDA Rural Development stating that they will be coming to Western Maryland to make funding announcements for Boonsboro’s Waste Water Treatment Plant and Fahrney-Keedy Memorial Home on Monday, May 5, 2008 at 1:30 PM, at Fahrney-Keedy Memorial Home. Congressional Delegation is being invited and they would like for the Mayor and Council to be in attendance, and for a representative of the Town to say a few words.

· Phase I of the Park Expansion project has been placed out for bid with bid proposals due on Wednesday, April 30, 2008.
· The newsletter sent out on April 1, 2008 with the quarterly water bills had the wrong date for the 2008 Town Election. It stated the election will be held on Monday, May 12, 2008 at the Community Center from 7 AM to 8 PM. Resolution 2004-06 amended the Municipal Election section of the Town’s Charter in October 2004 changing the election date to the second Tuesday in May. Therefore, the election will be held on Tuesday, May 13, 2008.
· POS Presentation in March.  County funding cut to $300,000 for all municipalities for Fiscal Year 2009.

· April 12, 2008 is Bulk Trash Pick-Up

· Review and Discussion of Election terms.  Need Amendment by next election.  One to only get two (2) year term.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

A group of four 5th graders representing the Quest Program from Boonsboro Elementary School attended an engineering contest in Baltimore. Their project was to construct an amusement park ride on a 24” x 24” platform based on a book that they read.  The team won 1st place.

Motion by Nuice, second by Hawkins to close the regular session at 8:25 PM.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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