Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
March 17, 2009
Chairman Gary Phillips called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present: Steve Jamison, Linda Moser, Laura Kirby, Chairman Gary Phillips. Vice-Chair Sara Sweeney, and Darrell Jones. Staff present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator.

Approval of Minutes of the November 18, 2008: 

The minutes were adopted as stated. 

Docket No. BZA09-01
To hear a special exception request by the Boonsboro Mayor and Council, appellant, to establish a civic/public building to house the police station and future park maintenance staff.  The special exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Article 3 Section 305.D.36 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires that only the Board of Zoning Appeals may grant a special exception for civic/public use. The property is located at 241 Potomac Street, Boonsboro MD and is zoned Suburban Residential (SR).

Testifying For:

Debra Smith, Boonsboro Town Manager, appellant, testified on the conditions of the request for special exception.  She stated the Mayor and Council have owned the King Farm House at 241 Potomac Street for several years. The property was originally going to be used as a museum organized by the Western Maryland Heritage Foundation; however this organization is defunct. The tenants in the house were originally part of the organization, but now have remained tenants for the purposes of maintaining the property until the Mayor and Council found an appropriate use. She stated since the police have outgrown their space at the Community Center, the Mayor and Council and the police felt the King Farm House would be an appropriate location for the police station. The King Farm House would provide better visibility, direct access to Route 34, and be centrally located in Shafer Park.

Chairman Phillips:  Did the Western Maryland Heritage Foundation go in front of the BZA for the use as a museum?
Vice-Chair Sweeney: Yes
Appellant Smith: I believe about 5 years ago.
Chairman Phillips: You mentioned the building would be used for maintenance of the park also?
Appellant Smith: Possibly once all phases of the park are complete, supplies, equipment, and possible staff could use some of the space at the King Farm House.

Vice-Chair Sweeney: Will the house have to be renovated?
Appellant Smith: Right now, in order to get the police into the facility, renovations are not required. In the future, the Town would like to get an engineering feasibility study in conjunction with the Maryland Historical Trust and obtain a grant to renovate the structure under Maryland Historic Trust Guidelines.

Vice-Chair Sweeney: Would the renovations just be for the outside?

Appellant Smith: The renovations would be for both the inside and outside and follow the guidelines for a historic structure.

Chairman Phillips: Does the building qualify under their guidelines.

Appellant Smith: Absolutely.

Chairman Phillips: Does it matter what you do to the inside of the building?

Appellant Smith: The only time the Maryland Historic Trust gets involved is when funding is requested. 
Board Member Kirby: Is the feasibility study to see what exactly you are going to do with the structure?

Appellant Smith: The feasibility study is to give suggestions, recommendations, and an estimated cost for renovations to the structure.
Chairman Phillips: The Planning Commission has given an advisory opinion at the February 25, 2009 meeting which states “The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for special exception contingent upon Maryland State Highway Administration reviewing and approving the entrance onto Route 34 as a commercial entrance”.
Chairman Phillips: Is there anyone else here who wants to speak on behalf of the request?
Boonsboro Police Chief Hewett: Yes sir.

The oath was given.

Jeff Hewett, Boonsboro Police Chief, also testified on the conditions of the special exception request. He stated the Police have been stationed in the Community Center for about 15 years or so. The police currently operate out of 300 square feet that was intended for two officers though now there are four officers. Chief Hewett stated that while the current location is isolated, a new location in the King Farm House would be more visible, accessible, and would be adequate to house the police at least for the next fifteen years, if not longer. He stated at this time, he did not feel that there is a need for structural changes to the building to accommodate the police station other than an ADA ramp.
Chairman Phillips: Any questions?

Chairman Phillips: I like the idea of the location and being more visible within Town.

Chief Hewett: It is a great opportunity for the Town. 
Appellant Smith: Also, the Town receives assistance from the County and State Police and this will provide more space for their assistance. 

Chairman Phillips: Any questions?

Chairman Phillips: The Planning Commission has given an advisory opinion at the February 25, 2009 meeting which states “The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for special exception contingent upon Maryland State Highway Administration reviewing and approving the entrance onto Route 34 as a commercial entrance”.

Chairman Phillips: The public hearing is now closed and the board will now discuss the issue.
Board Discussion:
Chairman Phillips: Any discussion?
Board Member Kirby: I make a motion to approve.

Vice-Chair Sweeney: Second.

Chairman Phillips: Having a motion to approve, all in favor signify by say Aye….Aye.  All those that oppose say Nay.  

Action:

Motion was made by Board Member Laura Kirby, seconded by Vice-Chair Sweeney, that the Board of Appeals approve the special exception request to change the use to a civic/public use for a police station and park maintenance at 241 Potomac Street CONTINGENT UPON  Maryland SHA reviewing and approving the entrance onto Route 34 as a commercial entrance. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Steve Jamison, Secretary
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