BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

MONDAY, MAY 3, 2010

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Natalie Mose, Cynthia Kauffman, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the April 5, 2010 Regular Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the April 26, 2010 Workshop Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the April 26, 2010 Executive Workshop Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the April 2010 Treasurers Report and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the April 2010 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

GUESTS

· Bettie Hull, American Legion Clopper-Michael Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary. Proclamation Presentation to Miss Poppy, Annabelle Smith, a 2nd grade student at Rockland Woods Elementary School.
CORRESPONDENCE

· Invitation to participate in the Sharpsburg Memorial Day parade on May 29, 2010
· The Annual Trout Derby at the Boonsboro Pond will be held on May 8, 2010
· The National Road Wagon Train will arrive in Town on May 16, 2010
· Invitation from the Boonsboro Recycling Task Force to attend the ribbon cutting ceremony at the Annual Green Fest on May 8, 2010

· Announcement that Jeff Kline will be running for County Commissioner

· Town Election will be held on May 11, 2010
· True Grit Banquet will be held at Fountain Head Country Club on May 11, 2010

· Maryland State of Education 2010 Report
· Gang Steering Minutes from April 16, 2010

· Letter announcing the SHA I-81 Routine Bridge Maintenance Project over the Potomac River
· Letter from Boy Scout JJ Navarro requesting to assist with tree planting in Shafer Park for his Eagle Scout Badge

· Thank You letter from Tom Bickle and the Cemetery Board to the Police Department for the apprehension and prosecution of the individuals involved in the cemetery vandalism
· Meeting to be held at Pleasant Valley Elementary School concerning a Communication Tower in Brownsville (South County) on May 10, 2010
· Mayor attended a breakfast in Maugansville with Governor O’Malley on April 28, 2010. The Governor spent the night at Inn BoonsBoro on April 27, 2010

· Community Out Reach Meeting was held on April 8, 2010. (a Town representative will be appointed to go to the meetings)
· SHA will clean and repaint of the US40 Bridge over the Potomac River. Information will be reported when received.
· Maryland Department of Planning meeting update letter. (a MML and Town representative will be appointed to go to the meetings)
· Thank You to the volunteers and the Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary for support during the Junior Olympics on May 1, 2010

· Letter from Craig Moats announcing that Halley Smith of Boonsboro Elementary won the MML “If I Was the Mayor I Would…” Essay Contest. Miss Smith will attend the award ceremony at the Governors Mansion and represent Washington County, District 8.

NEW BUSINESS:
Approval of Fiscal Year 2011 Constant Yield Tax Rate: Town Manager Smith stated that the Net Assessable Real Property Base for Boonsboro has been reduced to 283,841,145 from last years net base of 298,336,204 with a proposed increase in the Constant Yield Tax Rate to $0.3223 in order to maintain the same amount of tax revenue in the next fiscal year. If the current tax rate of $.30 per $100 of assessment were maintained in FY2011, the potential revenue would be $851,523 or a decrease of 7.5%, which equates to a loss of $63,425 in tax revenue. The proposed CY Tax Rate of $0.3223 would provide the same amount of revenue based on the previous year’s net assessable base of 298,336,204, or $914,948. 
Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the 2010-2011 Constant Yield Tax Rate of $0.3223 and will be included in the public notice for the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget public meeting scheduled for 6:30 PM on Monday, June 7, 2010. Motion carried.
Fletcher’s Grove, Phase II, Paving and Maintenance Improvements Bond Reduction: Planning Director Clark stated that the Planning Commission is recommending the reduction of the Fletcher’s Grove Phase II Bond by $111,925 for a remaining amount of $36,760 for paving and maintenance of associated improvements. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Hawkins to approve the Fletcher’s Grove Phase II Bond Reduction, with Council Member Chambers abstaining. Motion carried.
King Farm Drive Engineering Service Contract Award: Planning Director Clark stated that cost proposals have been obtained for Civil Engineering services for the design of the driveway connection from the Police Department to the new Shafer Park entrance road for the Washington County ARRA Funding Allocation to Municipalities project. She further stated, based on preliminary cost proposals from ARRO Consulting, Inc. in the amount of $8,750 for the engineering portion of the project, she is making the recommendation to award the contract to ARRO Consulting, Inc. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to award the King Farm Drive Engineering Service Contract to ARRO Consulting, Inc, with Council Member Hawkins abstaining. Motion carried.
Fiscal Year 2010 Street Repair Proposals and Contract Award: Town Manager Smith stated that there is approximately $12,000 in the Budget for Street repairs after the elimination of HUR funding. She provided the Mayor and Council with a list of the areas proposed for repairs compiled by Superintendent Mose and Crew Leader Huntsberry, along with repair quotes from three contractors, which were reviewed at the April Workshop meeting. She further stated that she is proposing a recommendation to award the contract to Huntzberry Brothers, Inc. in the amount of $9,406 for street repairs and sections of overlay to Center Street and Knode Circle. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Mose to award the Fiscal Year 2010 Street Repair Contract to Huntzberry Brothers, Inc. Motion carried.
Mowing Service Proposals and Contract Award: Town Manager Smith provided the Mayor and Council with bid results from the Mowing Service Proposals for their review at the April Workshop meeting as requested for a comparison cost to hiring a part-time employee at $10,000 to assist with the 2010 mowing season. Seven lawn service companies provided mowing service proposals at the bid opening on April 23, 2010, with Tanner Landscaping, Inc. providing the low bid at $1,110 per week for the mowing season of May 1 through November 15, 2010. She further stated that the contractor would only be paid for work performed, based on drought, or extended weather situations. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to award the mowing contract to the low bidder Tanner Landscaping, Inc. Motion carried.
Introduction of Resolution 2010-02; To Amend the Charter by De-Annexing the Lands of John and Julie Reese along Lappans Road: a 2.965 acre property parcel located at 20230 Lappans Road, owned by John and Julie Reese was annexed into the town under Resolution 2006-01, the Annexation of 94.36 acres along Alternate Route 40. Mr. and Mrs. Reese have requested that there property be de-annexed from the town until such time that a municipal water line is constructed to connect and serve the 20230 Lappans Rd parcel. Town Manager Smith requested the Introduction and Approval of Resolution 2010-02 to amend the Town Charter by De-annexing the Lands of John E. and Julie L. Reese and a portion of the bed of MD 68 (Lappans Road) with the concurrence of the State Highway Administration. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve Resolution 2010-02. Motion carried. The resolution will be available for public review at the Boonsboro Town Hall for a period of forty-(40) days, with an effective date of fifty-(50) days from this date. 
Resolution to Amend and Restate the Boonsboro Employee Pension Plan: Town Manager Smith explained that the Town’s auditing firm, Smith, Elliott, Kearns and Company, LLC, has provided the Town with documents to restate and amend the Employee Pension Plan to incorporate law changes that have occurred since 2001.  Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, to amend and restate the Boonsboro Employee Pension Plan. Motion carried.
Recommendation for Appointment of Planning Commission Vacancy: Planning Director Clark stated that after interviewing three perspective candidates, the Planning Commission would like to recommend the appointment of David Parmelee, of 1 Coldstream Court, to the Planning Commission for the term of five (5) years. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel, to appoint David Parmelee to the Planning Commission for a term of five (5) years. Motion carried.
Recommendation and Appointment of Disinterested Person to the Board of Supervisors of Elections: Town Manager Smith stated that Richard Bishop, Town Clerk of Keedysville, is being recommended for appointment as the Disinterested Person to the Board of Supervisors of Elections. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Assistant Mayor Long, to appoint Richard Bishop of Keedysville as the Disinterested Person on the Board of Supervisors of Elections. Motion carried.
Maryland Department of Natural Resources Backyard Pond Program: Council Member Hawkins stated that the Maryland Department of Natural Resources contacted him concerning a new youth fishing program in Western Maryland. By participating in The Backyard Fishing Program, the DNR will stock the Boonsboro Pond with sunfish throughout the summer months, and assist with a kick-off fishing event in June. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, to participate in the DNR Backyard Pond Program. Motion carried.
Master Gardening Program: Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that she followed up on Frances Lynch’s suggestion at the April Regular meeting to contact a Master Gardener in the area to assist with hanging baskets and planting flowers throughout Town. She will contact the Park Board to check on available funds and planting ideas for Shafer Park.
Volunteer Services: Council Member Hawkins stated that this is his last Regular meeting because he is not running for Council in the upcoming election. He further stated that he would like to offer his volunteer advisory services for the Shafer Park Expansion construction and maintenance after the Town election on a one-year term basis. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Mose, to accept Council Member Hawkins proposal to volunteer his advisory services for Shafer Park after the upcoming election. Motion carried.
Park Foundation: The Mayor stated that he would like to see a foundation established for contributions, donations, and other fund raising projects that would be used towards the development of Shafer Park. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to establish the “Friends of Shafer Park Foundation”. Motion carried.
MML Reimbursement: Assistant Mayor Long stated that Mayor Kauffman and Council Member Cynthia Kauffman paid for their own registration for the upcoming MML Convention in Ocean City, Maryland when offered a 2 for 1 rate. He proposed that the Town reimburse the $399 cost of the registration to the Mayor, based on the FY2010 Budget funds. Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Hawkins to reimburse Mayor Kauffman the $399 registration fee for the MML Convention, with Council Member Cynthia Kauffman abstaining. Motion carried.
COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission – M. Clark.  Meeting held on April 27, 2010. Discussions included the election of the Planning Commission Officers, the recommendation to the Mayor and Council for the Fletcher’s Grove Phase II Bond Reduction, the recommendation to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a special exception at 122 Orchard Drive and a request for variance at 115 Valley View Court, the Ringley Drive Preliminary Site Plan review, the Ringley Property Concept Plan, the potential Zoning Text Amendment for tattoo parlors in the TC Zone, and the recommendation to Mayor and Council to appoint David Parmelee to the Planning Commission for a five year term.
Police and Public Safety Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on April 8, 2010. Discussions included the April 24, 2010 resident survey due date for the proposed street modifications on St Paul Street, Della Lane and Park Drive, and the changing of the location of the street sign at Stouffer Drive and Della Lane. 
Police Chief Report – J. Hewett. The Police Department received 422 calls for service, which included 33 motor vehicle violator contacts and 0 parking citations. Arrests for the month of March included one (1) adults and zero (0) juveniles. 

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on April 8, 2010. Discussions included the engineer analysis of cause and recommendations pertaining to the North Main Street sewer back up on March 7, 2010 by Triad Engineering, and the first draft review of the Sewer Fund Fiscal Year 2011 Budget.
Park Board – R. Hawkins. Meeting held on April 28, 2010. Discussions included the review of the Park Budget, the upcoming Town events, and Shafer Park concerts, and the planting of the 49 American Chestnut trees on the hillside at the Shafer Park Expansion. 
Town Manager – D. Smith
· Energy Grant Update: Technical Consultant contacted the Town Manager regarding project ideas to consider for the Energy Grant
· Spring Clean-Up: Peck’s Sanitation provided six roll-off containers at the cost of $1,500. Tipping fees totaled $834.50. Two employees assisted with the Clean-Up at the overtime cost of $345. Grand total cost was $2,679.67.
The Mayor stated that this is Council Member Hawkins last Mayor and Council meeting. On behalf of the Town, Mayor Kauffman extended his gratitude and commended Council Member Hawkins for his 25 years of dedication and service to the Town. The Mayor urged residents to come out and vote at the Town elections on May 11, 2010. Council Member Wetzel requested that a swearing-in ceremony be held at the June Regular meeting, with the Mayor administering the Oath of Office. 
CITIZEN COMMENTS

Laura Kirby – Brookridge Drive. Ms. Kirby suggested using the SHA sign, located on Main Street, which is now advertising the Green Fest, to notify residents of the upcoming Town election on May 11, 2010. Council Member Wetzel stated that she would look into this. 
The meeting closed at 9:15 PM.
Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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