Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
November 18, 2008
Chairman Gary Phillips called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present: Steve Jamison, Linda Moser, Laura Kirby, and Chairman Gary Phillips. Members absent/excused: Vice-Chair Sara Sweeney, and Darrell Jones. Staff present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator.

Approval of Minutes of the October 21, 2008: 

The minutes were adopted as stated. 

Docket No. BZA08-09
To hear a special exception request by Suzette Summers, appellant, to establish an in-home occupation for a family day care center of up to eight (8) children.  The special exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Article 3 Section 305.B.16 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires that only the Board of Zoning Appeals may grant a special exception for an in-home family day care. The property is located at 5 Zachary Court, Boonsboro MD and is zoned Town Residential (TR).

Testifying For:

Suzette Summers, appellant, testified on the conditions of the request for special exception.  She stated she would like to have a day care within her home and felt that this would be an asset to the community. She stated that families within her neighborhood had expressed interest in the day care and this would help her contribute both to the community and family income.

Chairman Phillips:  Any questions for Suzette?
Chairman Phillips: About the after-school care, does that count against total of eight children?
Appellant Summers: Yes. After age 12 it does not count.

Chairman Phillips: Any questions?

Chairman Phillips: The Planning Commission has given an advisory opinion at the October 22, 2008 meeting which states “The Planning Commission recommends that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for special exception”.
Chairman Phillips: Suzette, we as a board have historically supported in home day cares. We regard it as an asset to the community.  

Chairman Phillips: The public hearing is now closed and the board will now discuss the issue.
Board Discussion:
Board Member Jamison: I make a motion to approve.

Board Member Kirby: Second.

Chairman Phillips: Having a motion to approve, all in favor signify by say Aye….Aye.  All those that oppose say Nay.  

Chairman Phillips: Suzette, I think you are in business.

Action:

Motion was made by Board Member Jamison, seconded by Board Member Laura Kirby, that the Board of Appeals, approve the special exception request to operate an in-home occupation for a family day care center at 5 Zachary Court. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Steve Jamison, Secretary
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