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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
wednesday, June 25, 2008
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman Bob Snyder, Vice-Chairman David Ambrose, W. Carvel Wright, Jr., Rob Maricle, Thurston Faulder, and Mayor and Council Liaison Frank Nuice

Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner
Absent/Excused:  Kim Koerting and Julie Green
PRESIDING:
Chairman Bob Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION by Vice-Chairman Ambrose to APPROVE THE MINUTES of the May 28, 2008 meeting with revisions. Second by Mr. Wright. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

CORRESPONDENCE

Staff presented the first item of correspondence. The Washington County Board of License Commissioners sent correspondence pertaining to new licenses to serve alcohol on sidewalks and a catering license. The letter stated that all licenses and sidewalk cafes would have to conform to a municipality’s regulations. Chairman Snyder commented that upon the rewrite of the Zoning Ordinance, sidewalk café regulations should be considered. The Planning Commission concurred. 
The second item of correspondence was a newspaper article from June 19, 2008 Herald Mail Newspaper regarding the public information session held at the Legion in Boonsboro regarding the new Allegheny Power Transmission Lines. 
NEW BUSINESS
FINAL PLAT APPROVAL: LOTS 1 & 2, WILLIAM TRITAPOE (BNPF 08-03)
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the project. The proposal is located on Main Street and Center Street. Minor/Preliminary Plan approval for the project was granted on April 23, 2008. Washington County Department of Planning has approved the Request for Exemption of Forest Conservation and the Utilities Commission Chair has confirmed that there is available water and sewer for the proposed lot. The Board of Zoning Appeals also has granted a variance to reduce the required minimum lot widths of both lots on May 20, 2008. She stated that all other applicable regulations have been met.

The Planning Commission held a brief discussion about the type of house that would be placed on the Lot.

Mr. Maricle asked if the existing entrance on Lot 1 would stay. Town Planner Clark stated the existing entrance off Center Street would remain.
Mr. Wright made a MOTION TO APPROVE the Final Plat for Lots 1 & 2, William Tritapoe. Mr. Maricle seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: 
CASE NO. BZA08-04 403 Brookridge Drive
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the Variance request. She stated the appellant, Mr. Poling had previously obtained a variance to place his pool within the side and rear setbacks and presently is requesting to build an attached deck to the pool that would encroach into the rear setback. Mr. Poling’s request stated that he would like to vary the rear setback by 15’ in order to attach the deck to the pool, stay away from the sloping land, and the 50’ power line easement that crosses his property. Town Planner Clark also stated Mr. Poling had obtained approval of the proposed deck from the Crestview Homeowners Association.
Mr. Wright asked if this had already been taken care of with the previous variance request. Town Planner Clark stated the previous variance was for the pool only. 

Chairman Snyder confirmed the deck would encroach into the rear setback by fifteen feet. Town Planner Clark concurred. Mr. Maricle asked if the setback was 25 feet. Town Planner Clark stated that is correct. 

Mr. Maricle stated that the property abutted the parkland adjacent to Route 34; therefore the applicant would not really be encroaching onto someone else’s property. Chairman Snyder stated that generally decks are not considered intrusive.
Mr. Faulder made a MOTION to RECOMMEND to the Board of Zoning Appeals to APPROVE the request for variance at 403 Brookridge Drive. Mr. Wright seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
DISCUSSION

Subdivision Amendment: As-Built Requirements
Staff brought to the Planning Commission a proposal to amend the Subdivision Regulations to include the requirement and standards of as-built drawings for all major plans that had been revised to incorporate engineering review comments. Town Planner Clark summarized the revisions that Engineering staff had proposed and thus the changes from the previous presentation of the amendment to the Planning Commission on May 28, 2008.
Chairman Snyder asked who turns in the as-built drawings. Town Planner Clark stated the developer would submit the drawings upon request for bond reduction and/or bond release. Mr. Snyder asked if it would be required to have an engineer’s signature on the as-built drawings. Town Planner confirmed that was correct. She stated a surveyor would be certifying the plans as well. 

Mr. Wright made a MOTION to RECOMMEND to the Mayor and Council to APPROVE the proposed amendments to the Subdivision Regulations CONTINGENT upon any comments from the Town Attorney are brought back to the Planning Commission for review. Vice-Chairman Ambrose seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Proposed TT&K Amended Annexation Agreement
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the proposed amendment to the existing annexation agreement. She stated the proposal is very similar to the previously reviewed Proposed Developer Rights and Responsibilities Agreement with a couple additions, i.e. exemption from the excise tax. She stated that an item that had previously not been discussed was the proposal that the developers could opt out of the agreement if sixty lots had not been recorded within two years from the effective date of the agreement. 
Mr. Wright made a MOTION to RECOMMEND to the Mayor and Council to DENY the proposed Amended Annexation Agreement due to the amount of discrepancies or inconsistencies with the existing annexation agreement, the idea that the Town is really not benefiting from entering into such agreement, and the lack of a plan for the property being submitted in conjunction with the agreement.  Mr. Maricle seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Park Drive/Potomac Street/Reeders Alley
Town Planner Clark stated that Mr. Wright had requested the intersection of Park Drive/Potomac Street, and Reeders Alley is discussed by the Planning Commission. She stated that there are several items of concern at this intersection including sight distance; back up on Park Drive and Reeders Alley during peak travel times on Potomac Street; and the utilization of both Park Drive and Reeders Alley as a means of a way of avoiding the Town Square. 
The Planning Commission briefly discussed their thoughts on how the intersection could be changed to alleviate the existing concerns.

Chairman Snyder suggested that a recommendation should occur to the Mayor and Council and to the Police and Streets Committee that the intersection be reviewed for possible changes in traffic direction due to the change in traffic volume on Potomac Street caused by existing and projected development.
Revised Building Permit Fees

Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the request. She presented a table showing that the County currently is charging $65.00 more for in-ground and above ground pool permits than the Town. She stated this presents a problem since the County reviews the building permits for the Town and retains seventy-five percent of the fees the Town collects from permits for reviews, inspections, and administration of the permits. She stated also that the Washington County Department of Permits and Inspections charges fees for retaining/masonry walls and fences higher than six feet, while the Town currently does not charge any fees for these. 
The Planning Commission briefly discussed the administration and applicability of pool permits. 
Chairman Snyder stated it appeared that the Commission did not have much of an option for requiring pool permits and subsequently fees for pools due to the Building Code. Chairman Snyder stated he would like a recommendation on the fees for pool permits however would like to table the discussion on permit fees for retaining walls and fences until the Zoning Ordinance is re-written to incorporate permits for such.

Mr. Maricle commented that the fees should be appropriate to cover the cost of the administration and not so that the Town would have to pay for the permits. 

Mr. Wright made a MOTION to RECOMMEND to the Mayor and Council to ADOPT the current fees of Washington County for in ground and above ground pools and table a recommendation on fence and retaining wall permits. Mr. Maricle seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
OTHER BUSINESS:

Boards and Commission Reports

Mr. Nuice gave a report of the Mayor and Council Meeting held June 2 as well as commented on the MML Convention he attended.
Planning and Zoning Department Updates
Town Planner Clark gave a brief update on the status of the Fletcher’s Grove Development. She also presented the Planning Commission with summaries of the previous three comprehensive plan work sessions. 
CITIZEN COMMENT


None 

COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT


There were no comments from the Commission.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Snyder declared the meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
