BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

May 7, 2007
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held a public hearing at 6:30 PM on Monday, May 7, 2007 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center in Shafer Park to gain public comment on the proposed constant yield tax rate for fiscal year 2008.  In attendance were Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, Councilmen Chambers, Grove, Nuice, Councilwoman Mose and Town Manager Smith. The notice of public hearing was advertised in the Herald Mail on April 26, 2007 and the Mayor and Council are proposing to keep the constant yield tax rate at .30 per $100 of assessment. There was no public comment and the public hearing was closed at 6:35 P.M.

The regular meeting session convened at 7:00 P.M. In attendance were Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, Councilmen Chambers, Grove, Nuice, Hawkins and Councilwoman Mose. Also in attendance were Town Manager Smith, Planning Director Meyers, Administrative Assistant Hart and Police Chief Hewett. 
Motion by Grove, second by Mose to approve the April 2, 2007 Regular Meeting Minutes and motion carried.

Motion by Chambers, second by Long to approve the April 2, 2007 Executive Session Meeting Minutes and motion carried.
Motion by Nuice, second by Hawkins to approve the Workshop Meeting Minutes for April 30, 2007, and motion carried.
Motion by Chambers, second by Long, to approve the April Treasurers Report and motion carried.
Motion by Grove, second by Long to approve the April bills to be paid and motion carried.


GUESTS: Betty Hull with Boonsboro Legion Auxiliary presented Miss Bethany Pepple as Miss Poppy.  The Mayor presented Bethany with a Proclamation. She will represent the Town in the Sharpsburg and Boonsboro parades in May.
CORRESPONDENCE:
· Sharpsburg Parade will be held on Saturday, May 26th @ 1:30pm.

· Boonsboro Parade will be held on Sunday, May 27th @ 2pm ceremony with the ceremony beginning at 1pm.
· Mayor Kauffman along with Assistant Mayor Long will be attending the MML Convention.
· Correspondence from a resident on Bent Willow Road stating that he is opposed to the second cell tower proposed for a property off of St. Paul Street situated in the County.

· Smithsburg will be hosting the May MML meeting on Monday, May 21st at the Smithsburg Fire Hall.
· Del. Chris Shank has given his support for the Boonsboro Library Project.  Maryland State Department of Education had promised a $500,000.00 grant which was cut back to $300,000.00 for FY08 and Del. Shank is working on getting the remaining balance of $200,000.00 for the FY09 Budget.
· The State of Maryland Executive Department for Gov. Martin O’Malley will be touring municipalities as part of their community initiative program.
· Several copies of the Ads that Chesapeake Tower, LLC had placed proposed erection of a building second cell tower off 44 St. Paul Street were sent to the mayor by a town resident opposing the second tower.

· Received a newsletter from SHA giving the schedule for their current road projects.
· A letter from Sheriff Mullendore was sent to Chief Hewett stating that he was sorry to hear that the K-9 dog had to be put down, and that he was returning the money paid for the K-9 dog.
· Letter from Margie McLister owner of Curves stating that she interested in the possibility of leasing the space where the current library is located.
· FEMA has sent the approved flood plain maps for this area.
· Washingtonian Green Weekend Magazine- had an article stating that Boonsboro was great place to relocate from metropolitan area.
· WC Junior Olympics was held on Saturday, May 5th at the High School sponsored by the Sons of the American Legion. Helping with the event that day was the Mayor, Howard Long, Bobby Mose, Jake Jones, Mark McGallin, Doug Bicker and Rich Hawkins.  There was total of 360 students from fourth and fifth Grade that participated in Saturday event.
· A copy of the Community Outreach meeting minutes of April 12th at the Sheriff Office was received.
· Washington Co. EDC letter listing their current projects.

· Cory Russell of Chesapeake Academy requesting information on the Town of Boonsboro.

· Boonsboro Rescue Service asked for a temporary change in traffic pattern around Shafer Park during the carnival. Chief Hewett has taken care of this request.

· Letter from Shirley Metz opposing to the second cell tower.

· Gang Steering Committee meeting was held on April 27th in Hagerstown. The mayor has minutes.

· Congressman Roscoe Bartlett will be at Reeder’s Memorial Home on May 21st to honor the veterans for Memorial Day and has requested the attendance of the mayor and council.
· Have received notification from DNR that we will be receiving $77,760.00 for Community Parks and Playground for FY08 for the existing park.
NEW BUSINESS:

Constant Yield Tax Rate: Motion by Grove second Chambers to keep the current tax rate at thirty cents per one hundred dollars of assessment for the fiscal year FY08.  Motion unanimously carried.
Bid for Trolley Station Renovation: Town Manager Smith is requesting to place the renovation of the trolley station as a transportation museum out for bid to include replacing the floor, roof, soffit, siding and chimney to be paid from the $50,000.00 MD Historical Trust Grant with $8,000 to be paid by the National Road Heritage Foundation. Motion by Chambers and second by Grove to approve the town manager’s recommendation. Motion unanimously carried.
Bid Phase I of the Park Expansion Project: Town Manager Smith and Councilman Hawkins stated that the final permit review is almost complete and Phase I is ready to be placed out for bid to include an entranceway off Route 34, two playing fields, a parking lot, a restroom and a handicapped pier.  Estimated cost is $1.2 million for the construction.  $100,000.00 in POS funds was approved for Phase I development for FY07 and the FY08 request is pending. Motion by Nuice, second by Grove to approve the recommendation. Motion carried.
Website Update Proposals: Town Manager Smith sought bids to professionally upgrade the Town’s website and is proposing Gov Office Internet Solution for Government.  Their package features posting of meeting agendas, code ordinances, and list of importance notices. Staff can make updates as needed since this program is very user friendly. The start-up cost is $1,265.00 with an annual fee of $480.00 totaling $1,740.00. Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins moved to approve the recommendation. Motion carried.
Proposed cell tower: Hillorie Morrison was in attendance representing Dobson / CellularOne / Chesapeake Towers on the proposed cell tower behind St. Paul Street.  The second tower being proposed will set 265 feet behind the existing tower and both would be at a height of 164 feet. The mayor and council and the majority of area residents are opposed to the additional tower and asked the company to look for an alternative location for the tower.  Motion by Chambers, second by Grove to have the Town present a letter to the County Board of Zoning and Appeals stating that the Town opposed to building another cell tower at that location. Motion unanimously approved. 
Donation Request for Fishing derby Prizes: Councilmen Grove and Hawkins are requesting the annual donation of $500 to assist with the cost of prizes for the 14th Annual Fishing derby.  Current donations received for the derby is $1,365.00 offset event expenses for prizes, food, drinks and supplies for 200-250 kids. Motion by Hawkins, second by Grove to donate $500.00 for the event. Motion unanimously approved. 
Historical Preservation Committee: Planning Director Meyers recommended approval from the MC to advertise for interested members to be considered for the Historical Preservation Committee. Motion by Long second by Nuice to approve the recommendation. Motion carried.
Special Taxing District: Meyers discussed the letter from Russ Fant regarding the need to set up a Special Taxing District. Mr. Fant requested a meeting to discuss this proposed taxation.  Mayor Kauffman wants express approval from the County Commissioners on the annexation request first.  The mayor also requests that Bill Wantz, Town Attorney be present when at this meeting takes place.
Donation Request: Dwight Scott Golf Tournament: Received a request for a donation of fifty dollars toward the tournament to be held on June 25 at the Black Rock Golf Course. Motion by Long second by Mose moved to approve the recommendation. Motion carried.

COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission:  Councilman Nuice – The commission met and re-elected officers Bob Snyder - chairman, Julie Green - secretary and David Ambrose - assistant chairman. Reviewed the 12-bid proposal for the comprehensive plan.  The top three to be interviewed are Urban Research Development Corp., Balham, PA, Environmental Resource Management, Annapolis, MD, and UNUN, Gaithersburg, MD. The board will interview the candidates at a meeting on May 16th. There next regular meeting will be held on May 23.
EDC: Erik Johnsson sent a letter to Patz & Co. stating that the commission decided not to use their services because they already had a previous study prepared by the Mary Means Group. Their next regular meeting will be held on June 11th.
BDDA: Dick Keesecker – announced the purchase of the US Hotel by Bruce Wilder and Nora Roberts.  The committee would like to have welcome packages to distribute to the new businesses and to new residents.  The garden committee will be planting flowers by the town’s two welcome signs. “Open” flags distributed in the downtown area by Dick Keesecker and Debbie Smith. The estimate to have the trolley station up and running is approximately a six-month period.  Town Manager Smith met with two contractors regarding the community center basement access door and both stated the ceiling height is to low to comply with ADA regulations due to a minimum 80” from floor to ceiling regulation.  The next meeting will be held on June 27.
Police & Public Safety: Assistant Mayor Long –National Night Out will be held on Tuesday, Aug. 1st. The committee contacted MSP Aviation Division for the medivac helicopter. They have also been in contact with the local Fire & Rescue Co for this event. Their next Meeting held on May 10 at 7pm.

Police Dept. Report: Chief Hewett stated that officers responded to 430 calls for service during the month of April.  The K-9 dog, Sabrina had to be put down because of illness. The Chief  requested he be allowed to a send letter asking for donations from local businesses to purchasing a new dog at an estimated expense of $10,000.00 for a pre-trained K-9. A joint agreement with the Smithsburg Police Dept. for use of the K-9 is also being pursued.
Utilities: Councilman Chambers –Dave Barnhart of WC Health Department attended the meeting to discuss the Alternate Route 40 waterline extension, to acknowledge that project is going out for engineering and MDE had been notified.  The County Health Dept. to take care of having county resident on the Alternate Route 40 Extended hooked up to the Town’s system within a year.   May 4th. There was six bids were received. The lowest bid is currently in the reviewing stage by MDE.  Chambers is to submit those bids at the next council meeting.   WWTP update bids are in the 90-days review period with MDE and USDA for the funding.  BMUC is waiting for approval from the Town, Developers and County to move forward. Warrenfeltz Spring building is under constructed. There next Meeting held on May 10th at 7pm.
Park Board: Councilman Hawkins - The park camera have been reordered. The pond is needs stocked for the derby with more fish.  They discussed the progress of the Park Expansion and Library projects. Fish derby held on Saturday, May 12th. Wagon Train is to arrive at the Park on Sunday, May 20th.  Park Concert Summer of 2007 Schedule: May 20th –High School Sax @ 6-6:30pm, BMS Jazz Band @ 7-7:45pm, July 1st – 4th Celebration, Aug. 19th – Mt Nebo / St James Church, Sept. 16th – Lynn Routzhann and Donnie & Steve and Movie in the Park will be Madagascar on June 22nd at pavilion #1 at 8:30pm. July 1st Fireworks {Rain Date – July 2nd} 
Town Manager: Town Manager Smith – Laura Bowman is looking for more participate from the Town of Boonsboro for this Wagon Train Event.  Smith had spoken to Gary Shank of State Highway they will move the two Welcome sign to the New Town Limits.  Knode Circle & Schoolhouse Court fencing project are expected to be finished this week.  Bids are out for access door for the Community Center.  Letter sent to Mr. Beard about planting hay, but there was no response back.  
Motion by Chambers, second by Nuice close the regular session at 8:40 P.M. and move into executive session to discuss a personnel matter.

Respectfully submitted,


Teresa Hart
Administrative Assistant
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