BOONSBORO MUNICIPAL UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 8, 2009

The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, October 8, 2009 in the Town Hall Conference Room. In attendance were Chairman Kevin Chambers, Assistant Chairman George Messner, Commission Members Shirley Metz, Rob Hutzell, Harold Kirby, and Jerry Wolfe. Also in attendance: Superintendent Bobby Mose and Operator Rick Painter. Town Manager Debbie Smith was excused due to a family emergency, and Todd Kennedy was excused due to an on-call emergency. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM. 

· Motion by Metz, second by Kennedy to approve the September 10, 2009 Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Messner, second by Hutzell to approve the Water and Sewer Funds Treasurer Reports for September 2009, and motion carried.  

· Motion by Hutzell, second by Metz to approve the September 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

40A Waterline Extension Project
Project Construction Update: Superintendent Mose gave an update on the Project, stating that at this time the construction is focused on the installation of the Scenic View Court waterline and then moving on to Mill Point Road.  He stated that there have been some hold ups with connections to certain properties, especially the Stouffer–Bast Funeral Home and M&T Bank, based on the engineer drawings. Chairman Chambers review the requirements for Waterline Connections, which Washington County has provided for the Town, with the Commission. He stated that a Master Plumber must install the service line, and all lines must have a final inspection by both the Washington County Plumbing Inspector and the Washington County Environmental Health Inspector. Chairman Chambers stated that the last progress meeting was held on September 25, 2009 and that the next meeting will be held on October 27, 2009, at which time the project should be at 90-95% completion. The project has been running smoothly with very few issues. 
Project Funding Update: Chairman Chambers stated that Payment #3 would be submitted to WF Delauter & Son, Inc. for $185,860.01 this week, which has been approved by MDE. 
Waste Water Treatment Plant Construction
Pending Construction Items:  Chairman Chambers stated that a punch list for completion issues has been provided to both CBM and Kinsley Construction. He stated that a meeting was held with Aqua Aerobics, and hardware and software support was provided to assist with operation of the Plant. Staff will meet with a representative from Aqua Aerobics for further training and support. Operator Rick Painter stated that two sludge removals were performed with approximately 54,000 gallons being removed to date.  Chairman Chambers stated that the sludge removal is part of the FY10 Budget, and that the removal should stay on budget.
Project Funding Update: Chairman Chambers stated that final inspection by USDA is scheduled for October 28, 2009.  

Update on Sewer Leak between 228 & 230 South Main Street: Superintendent Mose gave an update on the sewer leak that was discovered between 228 and 230 South Main Street on Thursday, September 10, 2009. He stated that Huntzberry Brothers dug into the ground, but could not locate the exact area of the leak. He further stated that it rained heavily all day Friday, September 11, 2009 which is the reason for the repair delay between September 10 and September 14. The State Highway Administration does not permit crews to work on State roadways in rainy weather. On Monday, September 14, 2009, the City of Hagerstown was called in to assist the Town staff by televising and flushing the gravity line, but found it to be fine. Huntzberry Brothers returned to the Force Main and dug another 3 – 4 feet, and found that the Force Main was cracked all the way around.  Huntzberry Brothers then repaired the Force Main and stopped the sewer leak.   
NEW BUSINESS:
Water Leak at 521 North Main Street: Chairman Chambers stated that it was reported to the Town Clerk that the Courtney’s at 521 North Main Street had an 86,660-gallon water leak at their meter and they are asking for a reduction on their water and sewer bill. The customer was billed $305.31 for water and $244.65 for sewer this billing period.  The Courtney’s had certified plumber Dave Nicodemus repair the leak and it was reported that the connection made by former Boonsboro Superintendent Dave Baker used a nylon fitting instead of a brass compression fitting which is supposed to be used on the brass meters.  The average use for this property, based on September reading from 2005 to 2008 is 22,050 gallons. The Town Clerks suggested reduction in their utility bill is $79.18 for water and $83.13 for sewer.  Superintendent Mose stated that he worked with Dave Baker and never knew him to use nylon fittings instead of brass compression fittings, and that there has been issues with the line at the Courtney’s for years. Chairman Chambers stated that BMUC’s leak policy requires the property owner to pay for the water used during the leak, but an adjustment can be made to the sewer billing. He stated that additional details on the leak need to be investigated before a reduction in the bill can be made. 
Proposal to Finance 2004 State Highway Administration Maint Street Water Main Replacement: Chairman Chambers reviewed that in 2004 the Town entered into an agreement with the SHA to replace the water main on Main Street, from MD 68 to MD 67, during the construction of the Streetscape Project, with the work to be invoiced to the Town in 5-years after the completion of the project. He explained that over the past 5 years, the Water Fund has escrowed approximately $150,000 to be used towards paying the $488,210.90 invoice due to SHA. Chairman Chambers stated that the Town Manager requested financing options for $339,834 from all four Boonsboro banks, and the Mayor and Council made a motion at their Regular Meeting to accept Financing Option 3 from Susquehanna Bank for a 15-year Note with a 5.38% Fixed Interest Rate. 

MAYOR & COUNCIL REPORT: The Meeting was held on October 5, 2009. Guests included Wayne Lowery, from the Boonsboro Athletic Boosters, who announced the “Cow Pie Bingo” Homecoming event to be held on Saturday, October 17, 2009. Discussed items included the proposed closure of “NAPA” alley to vehicular traffic, the adoption of the proposed Local Debt Policy mandated by the State of Maryland, the proposals to finance the 2004 State Highway Administration Main Street Water Main Replacement, the MML Fall Conference, a donation request from Boonsboro High School Band Boosters, and Police and Public Safety Commission and Economic Development Commission Appointments and Re-Appointments.
Motion by Metz, second by Wolfe to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Harold Kirby

Secretary
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