BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 5, 2010

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Natalie Mose, Cynthia Kauffman, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the March 1, 2010 Regular Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve the March 30, 2010 Workshop Session Minutes as amended, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the March 2010 Treasurers Report and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the March 2010 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

GUESTS
· Jerry and Virginia Strailman – The Mayor thanked them both for their many years of dedicated service to the Town as Election Registrars. 

· Boy Scout Master & members of Troop 20 in attendance to observe the meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE

· Thank you letter from Boonsboro Elementary School teacher Ms. Michael to the Mayor, Assistant Mayor and Chief Hewett for speaking to the 4th Grade class about the “If I Were The Mayor” essay contest

· Announcement that Jeff Kline will be running for County Commissioner 
· Boonsboro Green Fest Committee and Boonsboro High School Recycling Program to receive the Washington County “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” award on Earth Day, April 22, 2010
· Washington County EDC Celebration of Business Award Banquet at Fountainhead Country Club on April 20, 2010
· Letter from MML announcing that at the May meeting the MML State Chapter will present awards to Washington County Delegates, Assistant Mayor Long and Mayor McCleaf of Williamsport
· Letter from Brooke Fansen inquiring about starting a Local Farmer’s Market in Town
· Letter concerning the removal of a dead tree in the rear of the Library parking lot

· Request from the US Census Bureau to use the Community Center April 26 to 30, 2010 for the training of Census takers

· Scott Hancock, of the State MML, announced that there will be no increase in MML dues next year

· Letter from the County Commissioners concerning the elimination of the Tax Set-Off Program to municipalities
· Letter from the Maryland Department of Education announcing that the State of Maryland ranks #1 in the country for Advance Placement exam performance.
· Announcement of 40th Year Opening Day Ceremonies for the South Mountain Little League on April 10, 2010
· Announcement that SMLL Umpire and Chief Denny Hockensmith has been chosen to umpire the Little League World Series in Williamsport, Pennsylvania in mid-August
· Email from Washington County Senior Coalition concerning President Obama’s Health Care Legislation and what it means for Senior Citizens

· Gang Steering Meeting to be held on April 8, 2010 at the Community Out-Reach Center

· Hagerstown-Washington County EDC Annual 2010 Report
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Council Member Wetzel attended the County Commissioner’s meeting in March. She stated that Commission discussed the “Recycle Bank” program, and that the County is waiting for their FY2011 Budget to decide what can be done as far as Recycling Programs in the County. 
NEW BUSINESS:
Crestview Bond Release Request:  Town Manager Smith stated that the Planning Commission is recommending the release of all associated bonds for the Crestview Development totaling $7,950. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Hawkins to approve the Crestview Bond release request. Motion carried.
Crestview Storm Water Management Pond Transfer of Ownership: Town Manager Smith stated that with the sinkhole mitigation complete and after review by the County, the Planning Commission is recommending the transfer of ownership of the Crestview Storm Water Management Pond to the Town. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the Crestview SWM Pond transfer of ownership to the Town request. Motion carried.
Planning Commission Re-Appointment: Town Manager Smith stated that the Planning Commission is recommending the re-appointment of David Ambrose to a consecutive term of 5 years. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the re-appointment recommendation of David Ambrose to the Planning Commission. Motion carried. 
Economic Development Commission Appointment: Council Member Mose stated that the EDC is recommending the appointment of Mr. Tom Piston, Co-owner of South Mountain Day Spa, to a 3-year term. Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the appointment recommendation of Tom Piston to the EDC. Motion carried.
South Main Street Municipal Parking Lot Lease Renewal: Town Manager Smith stated that a lease agreement was made in 2005 between the Town and the owner of 23 South Main Street for use of the parking lot as a Town municipal parking area, and that the lease is due for renewal. Current owner Michelle Vining has agreed to extend the term of the lease to a ten (10) year term, which will transfer with ownership if the property is sold. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the 10-year lease agreement for the South Main Street municipal parking lot. Motion carried.
Establishment/Approval of Town Pond Regulations: Council Member Hawkins stated that the Town must register the fishing pond with the Department of Natural Resources in order to have DNR maintain and stock fish throughout the year, and therefore needs to establish a name for the pond and age requirements for those permitted to fish in the pond. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to officially name the pond the “Boonsboro Pond” and establish the regulations for fishing in the pond to ages 16 and under, ages 65 and older, and those people who are visually impaired. Motion carried. It will take approximately a year and a half for DNR to implement the regulations.
Appointment of Election Registrars: The Mayor made the recommendation of Peggy Beeler (of 18 St. Paul Street) as the Head Registrar, Dennis Hockensmith and Mary Hockensmith (both of 131 Lakin Avenue) as Registrars, and Terri Hollingshead (of 107 South Main Street) as the alternate Registrar for a period of 4 years in accordance with the Town Charter. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Hawkins to approve the election registrars as recommended. Motion carried.
2010 Maryland Municipal League Convention Attendance: Assistant Mayor Long stated that he would like to attend the MML Convention in Ocean City (pending his re-election in the May 11, 2010 Town election) as a member of the MML Board of Directors, and the Washington County’s Vice President. This year’s Convention is held from Sunday, June 27 through Wednesday, June 30, 2010 with a registration fee of $399. Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the payment of $399 for Assistant Mayor Long’s registration fee for the 2010 MML Convention, with Assistant Mayor Long abstaining. Motion carried.
Maryland Forestry Department Proposal: Council Member Hawkins stated that the Forestry Department is requesting permission to plant 50 American Chestnut trees on the hill slope behind the Library in the new Park as part of a research project. The trees will come from the Eastern Shore Nursery and will be crossbred with the Chinese Chestnut to hopefully create a tree that is blight resistant. Trees will be delivered on April 17, 2010. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to accept the trees for placement in the new Park. Motion carried.
COMMISSION REPORTS
Planning Commission – D. Smith.  Meeting held on March 23, 2010. Discussions included the recommendations to the Mayor and Council to release the Crestview Bond and transfer of the SWM Pond, the re-appointment of David Ambrose to the Commission for another 5-year term, the preliminary site plan review for AC&T, and the review of the draft FY11 Planning and Zoning Budget.
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. Meeting held on March 24, 2010. Discussions included ideas for promoting the Christmas decorating contest and Olde Tyme Christmas, the closing and opening of businesses around Town, the planting of flowers by the Garden Club, the recommendation of Tom Piston of South Mountain Day Spa to the Commission, the need to repaint the Main Street railings, the upkeep of the Warrenfeltz building, and upcoming Town events.
Police and Public Safety Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on March 11, 2010. Discussions included the signpost base protruding from the ground at 36 North Main Street, the recommendation to move the Della Lane sign for better visibility on Stouffer Avenue, and concerns over the naming of the roads from the Police Station through the new Park area. 
Police Chief Report – J. Hewett. The Police Department received 453 calls for service, which included 56 motor vehicle violator contacts and 14 parking citations. Arrests for the month of March included five (5) adults and zero (0) juveniles. 

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on March 11, 2010. Discussions included the Alternate 40 Water Line Extension Project update including the closeout meeting held on January 27, 2010 and the mailing of letters to property owners outlining guidelines for connections and requirements which were sent out on April 1, 2010, the sewer back-up at 703 and 707 North Main Street, and the first draft review of the FY11 Water Fund Budget. 
Park Board – R. Hawkins. Meeting held on March 24, 2010. Discussions included upcoming Town events, a walk-through of Shafer Park noting needed repairs before the carnival in May, and the announcement that the fields at the new Park will not be used for group sports until the fall. The Town will post signs to notify the community.
Town Manager – D. Smith
· The MD Department of Planning has submitted their Draft Transportation Plan to each municipality for incorporation of their recommendations and comments by April 12, 2010, which will be completed by the Town Planner.

· Spring Clean Up on April 24th. The town will have Roll-off containers set up in the Community Center parking lot in Shafer Park for residents to bring items, with one of the containers to be designated for electronics. They will need to show proof of residency (driver’s license or town utility bill) and residents that cannot get their items to the park can contact Town hall to make arrangements for assistance. Residents are also being requested to hold any items that may be reused-or recycled until Green Fest on Saturday, May 8th.  
· A listing of proposed street modifications has been listed in the town newsletter asking for citizen comments to be submitted to the Town Manager by Friday, April 23rd. Several emails have already been received since the newsletter was mailed on Thursday. The emails are being copied to Assistant Mayor Long as Liaison to the Public Safety Commission and Police Chief Hewett and will be reviewed by the Public Safety Commission at their May 13th meeting with recommendations back to the Mayor and Council at their May 25th workshop.

· Election on Tuesday, May 11, 2010. Deadline for filing for an office is Monday, April 12th and the deadline to register to vote is Monday, April 19th.

· General Fund Budget review meeting scheduled for Monday, April 12th at 7 PM.
· Representatives from each municipality met on March 25, 2010 to discuss the creation of a Council of Governments of which two representatives from each town are appointed, in most cases an administrator or Town Manager and an elected official. Boonsboro’s elected official will be appointed after the May 11 election. Consensus is to hold a working dinner meeting in the evening with meetings to be held on a quarterly basis on the third Thursday of the month, with the first meeting scheduled for May 20, 2010. Each municipality will submit their own agenda items to County Secretary, Julie Cade to formalize the group’s quarterly agenda (and meeting minutes) with the first meeting in May scheduled to discuss the creation of by-laws and proposed CIP projects by the County within municipalities.
CITIZEN COMMENTS

Frances Lynch – School House Court. Suggested contacting the Master Gardner Program of Washington County to assist with the planting of flowers and plants throughout Town.
Charles Blair – 20120 Scenic View Court. Voiced his concerns regarding the letter sent out to residents involved in the Alternate 40 Water Line Extension Project. He stated that letter says that substantial completion of the Project was January 29, 2010 and the letters were mailed April 1, 2010 giving the residents less that the stated one (1) year to complete the connection process. Town Manager Smith explained that the WC Health Dept. established the one-year date and additional information had to be compiled and confirmed regarding the project debt service prior to mailing the letters.
Jean Reese – 703 North Main. Voiced her concerns regarding her property located on Mill Point Road and the Alternate 40 Water Line Extension Project. She stated that she feels that the residents were forced to connect to the water line and were not offered sewer connections. Council Member Chambers explained that the Town was in favor of the sewer extension along with the water extension, but that the State and County would not provide the funding for the sewer. He further stated that MDE dictated that the Town would be required to construct the water line with or without the State funding, due to the contaminated groundwater in the area. 
Loreena Wyand and Jean Reese– 703 & 707 North Main. Voiced their concerns regarding the sewer back-up that occurred on March 7, 2010. Council Member Chambers stated that all issues concerning this back-up have been investigated and reviewed by a professional engineering firm whose report will be addressed at the Utility Commission meeting on April 8, 2010. 
Barinda Golden – South Main Street. Spring poem to the Mayor and Council.

The meeting closed at 9:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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