MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

MAY 4, 2009

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation.  In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the April 6, 2009 Regular Session Minutes with amendments made, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the April 20, 2008 Budget Workshop Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the April 27, 2009 Workshop Session Minutes with amendments made, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the April 2009 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Mose to approve the April 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.

GUESTS

· Bettie Hull - Proclamation Presentation to Miss Poppy.
Bettie Hull introduced this years American Legion Clopper-Michael Post 10’s Miss Poppy; Grace Burker who is a 4th grader at Greenbrier Elementary School.  The Mayor read and presented Miss Burker with a Proclamation stating that May is Poppy Month.  Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the Proclamation, and motion carried.
CORRESPONDENCE

· Thank you from the United States Department of Commerce for allowing the use of the Community Center for the US Census Bureau training.
· Invitation to attend the Maryland Municipal League meeting on May 18, 2009 in Smithsburg.  Scholarship winners will be announced and awarded.
· Invitation to attend the Children’s Village 18th Annual “Kids Alive Festival” on May 16, 2009.
· Thank you letter from the Boonsboro Cemetery Association for the donation to help repair the Cemetery wall. 

· Junior Olympics Track and Field Event at Boonsboro High School field has been re-scheduled for May 9, 2009 due to rain. 387 children are registered to attend.

· Washington County requests community input on the 10 Year Solid Waste and Recycling Plan. Meeting to be held at the Boonsboro Community Center at 7 PM on May 12, 2009

· Washington County 2007-2008 Annual School Report

· Roland England and the Park Board held a stream clean-up day with local students in Shafer Park.  The Mayor stated that the Youth from Trinity Reformed UCC Church did a great job cleaning up the stream, and they will be recognized during Green Fest.
· Invitation from Western Maryland Local Government Exchange Committee to attend their Exchange Meeting on May 15, 2009 at the Hagerstown Hotel and Convention Center.
· Announcement that Chief Hewett received a letter of support for the COPS Grant from Senator Mikulski.
· May 18, 2009 is the Maryland Municipal League State Recognition Meeting 
· Green Fest will be held on May 9, 2009 in Shafer Park. Approximately 83 vendors are scheduled to participate
· New Chinese restaurant opened behind Alex Convenience Store – “China Spring”

· Washington Monument State Park Museum is now open for the season
· Washington County’s “Relay for Life” will be held on June 19, 2009 at 7:00 at Hagerstown Fairgrounds
· Trivia:  On July 8, 2009 at 4:05:06 AM the numerical line up will be 04-05-06-07-08-09
· Letter promoting the planting of a shade tree from the Pastor of Mt. Nebo U.M. Church
· 50th Anniversary for Football at Boonsboro High School will be celebrated on October 23, 2009

· Washington County Economic Development Commission Annual Report

NEW BUSINESS
Approval of the Fiscal Year 2010 Constant Yield Tax Rate – The Mayor stated a Public Hearing was held at 6:30 PM before the Regular Meeting at which time public comments were addressed regarding a proposal to maintain the current property tax rate of $.30 per $100 of assessment and adopting a Constant Yield Tax Rate of $.300 per $100 of assessment that will generate an additional $53,980 or 6.4% in property tax revenues.  Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the Fiscal Year 2010 Constant Yield Tax Rate at $.300 per $100, and motion carried.
2008 Annual Planning and Zoning Report - Town Planner Megan Clark presented the 2008 Annual Planning and Zoning Report to the Mayor and Council at their Workshop Meeting on April 27, 2009. The Planning Commission approved the annual report, and is recommending approval by the Mayor and Council prior to being forwarded to the State of Maryland. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the submission on the 2008 Annual Planning and Zoning Report to the State of Maryland, and motion carried.

Police Department Proposed Citizenship Patrol Unit - Chief Hewett announced that he would like to implement a Police Department Volunteer Auxiliary Unit consisting of no more than ten volunteers to patrol the community as extra “eyes and ears” for the Boonsboro Police Department. He explained that the Unit would be fashioned after Hagerstown’s Citizens On Patrol, which is part of the National Association Citizens On Patrol. Chief Hewett stated that the volunteers would hold non-sworn/non-enforcement positions; they would only be on-duty while the police officers are on-duty to provide any required back-up, and that he would recommend that each volunteer participate in training which would be available through the Washington County’s Citizen’s Police Academy.  He stated that the start up cost for the Unit would be minimal, with the purchase of polo shirts being the only expenditure at this time. He is also requesting a used patrol car be donated from the Washington County Sheriff’s Department. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the Proposed Citizenship Patrol Unit, and motion carried.
Donation Request - Boonsboro High School Student: National Young Leaders Conference Support. A donation request was submitted by Drew Wren, of Boonsboro High School, to help support him in his fund raising efforts to attend the National Young Leaders Conference.  Council Member Wetzel stated that she is voting against the donation because as to date there has been no progress towards establishing a formal Donation Policy on giving tax payers money to individuals.  Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Mose to approve the donation of $50 to Drew Wren, with Council Member Wetzel opposing, and motion carried 5-1.
COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission- M. Clark.  Meeting held on April 22, 2009. The Commission re-elected Chairman Robert Snyder and Secretary Julie Green to both serve one-year terms, and elected Member Carvel Wright to Vice-Chairman for a one year term. Discussions were held concerning the sketch plan submitted by Jerry Itnyre of High Street for one new building lot, proposed changes and the setting of a Public Hearing for the Draft Comprehensive Plan, the presentation of the Draft Fiscal Year 2010 Planning and Zoning Budget, the presentation of the 2008 Annual Report of the Planning and Zoning Department, and a review of Department updates.
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. Meetings were held on March 18 and April 22, 2009.  A special meeting was held on March 18 specifically for the recommendation of renewing George Messner’s membership to the Commission for an additional three years, and the discussion of the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the 13 new businesses in Town. At the meeting held on April 22, the Commission discussed the New Business Reception, the Garden Club planting flowers, and ideas for filling the three vacancies on the Commission.  Motion by Mose, second by Chambers to re-appoint George Messner to the EDC for a consecutive 3-year term, and motion carried.
· The Mayor commended the Economic Development Commission on the success of their ribbon cutting ceremony which was held on April 25, 2009 at the Library.    

Police & Public Safety – H. Long. Meeting held on April 9, 2009. National Night Out date has been scheduled for August 4, 2009.
Police Chief Report – J. Hewett. The Police Department received 355 calls for service, which included 29 motor vehicle violations and 1 parking citations. Arrests for the month of April included zero (0) adults and zero (0) juveniles.
· The Public Safety Awards Ceremony will be held on May 8, 2009 at the Kepler Theater at Hagerstown Community College.  Sergeant Poffenberger and Officer Faith will both be honored.
· One scholarship application has been received to date.
· Chief Hewett presented his design idea for the sign to be displayed in front of the new Police Station at the King House.  He announced that money seized from drug arrests will be used to purchase the sign. Motion by Council Member Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the new Police Department sign, and motion carried.

Utilities – K. Chambers. Meeting held on April 9, 2009. Discussions included the update on the closing of the Water Rate and Cost of Service Study Contract with ARRO, the Notice of the Intent to Award the 40A Waterline Extension Project, the Waste Water Treatment Plant construction update, the update on the completed Developer Agreements, the Park Well modifications, the installation of the Reservoir cover, and the Draft Review of the Fiscal Year 2010 Water and Sewer Fund Budgets and Workshop.
Park Board - R. Hawkins, Sr. Meeting held on April 22, 2009. Basketball backboards have been installed; upcoming events including the Wagon Train, Green Fest, and Independence Day Fireworks were discussed.  Shafer Park stream clean-up was held, and the Park Gun will be repaired and painted by the Town Public Works staff.  The Maryland Child Identification Program will be presented in the Community Center during the Independence Day Celebration on July 3, 2009.  75 pin and white oak trees have been acquired for use in the Park.  Park Expansion Update: The entrance and roadway to the pond is about 90% finished, the fields are looking good, and there is a stop work order on the restrooms.  The Library sign is being planned and designed by Joe Kroboth and Eleanor Lakin, and trees and shrubbery have been planted along the road entrance.  The sidewalk from the King House to the Library will be put out to bid because it was not in the original contract. 
Town Manager – D. Smith, Trolley Station renovation is complete. MHT finalizing recordation of the easement, then the town can submit a request for reimbursement of the $50,000 grant. Notice from the Board of Public Works that the Town was approved for $125,000 in POS funding. This is a combined request for both FY08-$75,000 & FY 09-$50,000, for the development of phase 1 of the park expansion. Notice was received from DNR that the towns FY2010 CPP funding request of $147,437.00 for the park restrooms was not funded due to the large amount of applications exceeding the available funding.  The County Engineering Dept will be hosting a Community Informational Meeting in the Community Center on Thursday, May 7th from 7-8 PM on the rehabilitation of the Barnes Road Bridge. Final budget review at the May 19th workshop with a public hearing on the proposed budgets to be scheduled prior to the regular meeting on June 1st. 
CITIZEN COMMENTS – 
· Laura Kirby – Mrs. Kirby extended a thank you to Chief Hewett and the Police Department for their assistance at her property.  She also informed the Chief of the twelve week class sponsored by the Sheriff’s Department for the Citizens Patrol Academy.   
· Shawn Haartt – Mr. Haartt read a letter that he wrote to the Town stating his concerns about the lack of curb-side recycling in Boonsboro. He addressed the Mayor and Council asking for their input on the status of obtaining curb-side recycling and issues regarding the overuse of the recycling container at the MD 67 Park-And-Ride. 
· The Mayor stated that County Commissioner Kristin Aleshire stood before them and said that the County plans on taking a lead role in curb-side recycling to assist the municipalities. The Mayor recommended that Mr. Haartt address the County Commissioners at their next meeting and voice his concerns. The Mayor further explained that the Town is not against curb-side recycling, but that the Town can not put the additional cost that curb-side recycling incurs on the residents of the Town at this time. 
· Council Member Wetzel thanked Mr. Haartt for his input and reiterated the need for better recycling and trash removal programs in the Town.  She stated that sanitation and curb-side recycling costs need to be re-evaluated before the next sanitation bid process. 
Meeting closed at 8:50 PM, with a motion by Mayor Kauffman. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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