Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
May 20, 2008
Chairman Gary Phillips called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members present: Laura Kirby, Linda Moser, Steve Jamison, Vice-Chair Sara Sweeney, and Chairman Gary Phillips. Members absent/excused: Darrell Jones. Staff present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator.

Approval of Minutes of the March 18, 2008 Meeting: 

The minutes were adopted as stated. 

Docket No. BZA08-03
To hear a variance request by appellant Ed Schreiber under the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance to vary the lot width requirement of two (2) single family detached residential lots in the TR Zone in accordance with Article 4, Section 401.A.1 for minimum lot widths of 78.88 feet for Lot 2 and 69.55 feet for Lot 1. The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance.

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Article 4, Section 401.A.1 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires that a single family detached residential dwelling lot within the TR Zone have a minimum lot width of 80 feet.

Testifying For:

Ed Schreiber, appellant, testified on the conditions of the variance request.  He stated that the owner would like to subdivide the existing lot into two lots and can meet the setback requirements of the Zoning Ordinance for both lots. He stated that the original lot had been part of Subdivision prior to the existing Zoning Ordinance and due to the lot tapering off at Main Street; a variance was required to reduce the lot width for both street frontages of the proposed lots. He stated that the existing lot has one of the largest widths of the lots on that block of Main and Center Street and that this lot still is less the required 80’ width requirement by 0.15’ at its widest point. He stated that in order to subdivide the property into two lots, a variance of the lot widths was necessary.

Chairman Phillips: The piece of land was subdivided many years ago and therefore prior to the Zoning Ordinance and I understand.
Vice Chair Sweeney: The owner has changed correct?

Appellant Schreiber: Yes the owner has changed from Mr. Terry Hutzell to Mr. William Tritapoe who is the most current owner. Mr. Tritapoe has since hired Mr. Schreiber’s firm to represent him and his interest in subdividing the property.

Chairman Phillips: Any questions for Ed?

Vice Chair Sweeney: Is the owner going to have to come back to get permission to put the size house he would like to put on the lot? Do you know anything about the dimensions or what he wants to do?
Appellant Schreiber: Not so much with the size house. I know that he has indicated that he wants to build within the building restriction lines, or if he needed a variance he would have brought those together with this requested variance. Everything he wants to do is going to be within the defined building restriction lines.

Chairman Phillips: His next step is getting our approval for the variance and then going to the Planning Commission to get final approval of the subdivision.

Appellant Schreiber: This was preliminarily approved.

Town Planner Clark: The subdivision was granted approval of the concept and then will need to obtain final approval from the Planning Commission.

Chairman Phillips: Any further questions?

Chairman Phillips: The Planning Commission rendered an advisory opinion. He read the opinion that they rendered at their regular meeting on April 23, 2008: “The Planning Commission unanimously recommends that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for variance.” 
Chairman Phillips: If there are no other questions, I then declare BZA 08-03 to be at an end. We will render a decision shortly after discussion.

Board Discussion:
Chairman Phillips: Group is there any discussion or do you have any issues with the proposed variance?
Vice Chair Sweeney: It would have been nice to talk to Bill Tritapoe about his plans for the lot. 

Town Planner Clark: Mr. Tritapoe did come into the office to verify whether his plans would work within the prescribed setbacks.

Chairman Phillips: Any other thoughts?
Board Member Mrs. Kirby: I make a motion to approve.

Vice Chair Sweeney: Second.

Chairman Phillips: Having a motion to approve, all in favor signify by say Aye….Aye.  All those that oppose say Nay.  I say that we have unanimous approval.
Action:

Motion was made by board member Laura Kirby, seconded by Vice-Chair Sarah Sweeney that the Board of Appeals, approve the variance request to vary the minimum lot width of 80 feet to 69.55 feet for Lot 1 and 79.88 feet for Lot 2. The motion passed unanimously.
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Steve Jamison, Secretary
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