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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the ENVIRONMENTAL Commission: ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2012
PRESENT: 
Councilmember Liaison Barbara Wetzel, Jessica Renner, Brigitte Schmidt, Rosemary James, Linda Moser, Amanda Whitmore, Scott McIlwee, Kathy Vesely, and Todd Kennedy
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
Absent: Laura Schnackenburg (scheduling conflict)
Liaison Wetzel called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
Liaison Wetzel welcomed the attendees to the Organizational Meeting of the Environmental Commission and introductions were made. 

The Commission reviewed Resolution 2012-03, which established the Boonsboro Environmental Commission. Councilmember Liaison Wetzel noted the Resolution would be revised to reflect the change in membership from nine members to seven members and two alternates. 

The Commission discussed the different terms of appointment and would recommend to the Mayor and Council the following terms:

4 Year Terms: Rosemary James; Amanda Whitmore; Scott McIlwee; and Laura Schnackenburg

3 Year Terms: Brigitte Schmidt; Kathy Vesely; and Jessica Renner
Two Alternates: Linda Moser and Todd Kennedy

The Commission agreed to elect a chairperson, an assistant chairperson, and a secretary, and tentatively selected Brigitte Schmidt, chairperson; Kathy Vesely; vice-chairperson, and Amanda Whitmore, secretary. 
The Commission chose to hold its regular meetings on the second Tuesday of each month, beginning at 7 p.m. at the Community Center. The first regular meeting of the Environmental Commission was scheduled for Tuesday, December 11, 2012 at 7 p.m. Officers will be formally elected at the first regular meeting.
The Commission discussed establishing priorities and agreed to the importance of formulating a strategic plan as a guide. The Commission felt the Comprehensive Plan for the Town would serve as a starting point and agreed to look over the Comprehensive Plan for discussion at the next regular meeting. 
The Commission discussed some environmental topics that could be studied in the future, including bike paths and trails; tree canopy; tree cover/landscaping areas; stormwater management/Watershed Implementation Plan; stream restoration; solar energy; and water conservation. The group agreed a tour of the wastewater and water facilities should be scheduled with the Superintendent. Town Planner Clark stated she would coordinate the tours. The commission also agreed that workgroups or subcommittees may be useful in the future to study specific issues.
Liaison Wetzel shared information about a program through the University of Maryland that helps establish sustainable communities and suggested the Commission consider working toward program certification. The Commission agreed.
The Commission adjourned at 8:37 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
