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 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2014

PRESENT: 	Chairman W. Carvel Wright, David Ambrose, Curt Conway, Secretary Kim Koerting, Steve Jamison, and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long Absent: Vice-Chairman Robert Maricle and David Parmelee
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager 

PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Wright declared the Regular meeting minutes of the September 23, 2014 meeting approved as submitted. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UTILITIES – Discussion with Attorney Wantz

Town Manager Clark stated she asked Attorney Wantz to continue the discussion on the authority of the Planning Commission and regulations pertaining to contract agreements and developers in regards to community propane tank systems in developments. 

Attorney Wantz stated Planning Commissions can regulate the use and locations of community propane tank systems in the Zoning Ordinance, and the state Fire Marshal’s office regulates and permits the actual distribution system.  Attorney Wantz stated generally utilities are regulated also through franchise agreements with municipalities since the utilities are within the right of ways and easements belonging to the municipal government.  Franchise agreements generally include the use of the right-of-way, insurance requirements, indemnification, and what happens when the utility is decommissioned. 

The Commission discussed concerns relating to consumer protection and enforcement of such protections with Attorney Wantz. Attorney Wantz stated he would look into the concerns and forward the information to the Council should they need to review a franchise agreement. Town Manager Clark noted the Planning Commission should consider amending the Zoning Ordinance to incorporate the community propane tank system as a specific use. 

NEW BUSINESS

PLAN CHANGE – SYCAMORE RUN

Town Manager Clark presented a request for a plan change to Sycamore Run to incorporate a community propane tank system and distribution lines. She stated the plans have been reviewed by the Town Engineer and comments were sent to the engineer to address.

MOTION by Secretary Koerting, second by Chairman Wright, to APPROVE THE PLAN CHANGE REQUEST FOR SYCAMORE RUN TO INCLUDE A COMMUNITY PROPANE TANK FARM AND DISTRIBUTION LINES CONTINGENT UPON ENGINEERING COMMENTS BEING ADDRESSED, PERMITTING REQUIREMENTS ARE MET FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE, AND THE COUNCIL ENTERS INTO A FRANCHISE AGREEMENT THAT INCLUDES CONSUMER PROTECTIONS. Motion carried unanimously. 








DISCUSSION

	US Alternate 40 Alignment Changes

Town Manager Clark requested for the Planning Commission to host a meeting for the residents of South Main Street near the Sycamore Run entrance to voice their concerns about the alignment changes to South Main Street. The Planning Commission agreed to invite and meet with the residents at their next meeting.

November and December Meeting Dates

Town Manager Clark requested the Planning Commission to consider moving the meeting dates for November and December due to the holidays. The Commission agreed to meet on November 18th and December 16th. 

	
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES

Town Manager Clark updated the Commission on the status of the Easterday development.

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
Brigitte Schmidt discussed her concerns with allowing propane into another community as she felt it created a monopoly and did not let homeowners choose which service provider they wanted individually. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
None 

ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________
Megan Clark,
Town Manager
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