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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2013
WORKSHOP MEETING

The Mayor and Council held their Workshop Meeting on Monday, February 25, 2013 in the Town Hall Annex to set the Regular Session Agenda for Monday, March 4, 2013. Present were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Police Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM.

Fiscal Year 2014 RFP for Sanitation Collection – Town Manager Smith presented the Request for Proposal for the Town’s Fiscal Year 2014 Sanitation Contract, which was approved at the February Regular meeting, for the Mayor and Council’s review before placing it out for formal bid. She reviewed that the proposal includes Option 1: Two (2) trash collection per week and every other week recycling, and Option 2: Once a week trash collection and once a week recycling. Council Member Wetzel stated that she would like the RFP to specify that the recycling containers have wheels and that the contractor provides recycling information to each household. Town Manager Smith stated that the RFP will be advertised in the Herald-Mail Newspaper and placed on the Town’s web-site tomorrow, and that the bid opening will be held on Friday, March 15, 2013. Consensus is to move forward with placing the Fiscal Year 2014 RFP for Sanitation Collection out for bids. 
Fiscal Year 2014 Constant Yield Tax Rate – Town Manager Smith stated that the State of Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation is proposing a 2013 (FY14) Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3497, which will provide the potential property tax revenue of $950,141, which is $7,531 in additional revenue than this year. She stated that if he Town chooses to maintain the current Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3223, revenue will decrease by $74,569, noting that since assessments went down this year the Constant Yield Tax Rate increase will mean no additional out of pocket expense for property owners. She further stated that the Town would not need to advertise the Constant Yield Tax Rate and that the Town retains its ‘exempt’ status. (NEW BUSINESS)

Recommendation for Reappointment to Planning Commission – Town Planner Clark stated that both Steve Jamison and Kim Koerting are interested in reappointment to the Planning Commission for consecutive 5-year terms. She further stated that the Planning Commission would make a formal recommendation at their February 26, 2013 meeting. Consensus is to move forward with the reappointment of Steve Jamison and Kim Koerting to the Planning Commission for consecutive 5-year terms pending the Planning Commissions formal recommendation. (NEW BUSINESS)

Fletcher’s Grove, Phase II Bond Release – Town Planner Clark stated that in February 2012 the Mayor and Council entered into a 1-year Maintenance Agreement for the storm drains, roads, curbing and sidewalks within Fletcher’s Grove, Phase II. She stated that a final inspection of the improvements has been completed and all improvements meet the Town’s standards. She further stated that the Planning Commission would make a formal recommendation to the Council at their February 26, 2013 meeting to consider releasing the bond of the 5% previously retained for the total amount of $1,838, and accepting the subdivision improvements. Consensus is to move forward with the Fletcher’s Grove Phase II Bond release pending the Planning Commissions formal recommendation. (NEW BUSINESS)

Chesapeake Bay Trust Watershed Assistance Grant- Town Planner Clark stated that an application is available to apply for the Watershed Assistance Grant through the Chesapeake Bay Trust, noting that part of the Grant is for Watershed Plans. She stated that she would like to apply for this Grant and has been working with Doug Hutzell of Frederick Seibert and Associates, as well as Triad Engineering, who would both be willing to assist in the application and Grant process. She further stated that the Grant would be used towards the improvement of the two streams in Shafer Park, in conjunction with the Boonsboro Environmental Commission and the Park Boards efforts, and that she is requesting approval to begin the application process. Consensus is to move forward with the Chesapeake Bay Trust Watershed Assistance Grant application process.

Lakin Avenue Extension Stormwater Runoff – Mayor Kauffman stated that he received a response and report from Joe Kroboth, Washington County Director of Public Works, regarding the stormwater runoff issues from Short Hill at the intersection of St Paul Street and Lakin Avenue Extended. He stated that he is concerned regarding Mr. Kroboth’s statement in his letter reading, “this problem is located along the fringe area between County and Municipal jurisdiction.” Council discussed Mr. Kroboth’s report and agreed that Washington County needs to take financial responsibility in this matter and Consensus is to make the Lakin Avenue Extension stormwater runoff issue the number one priority of discussion at the County Commissioner’s meeting in Boonsboro on March 5, 2013. 

Business Recognition – Town Manager Smith stated that it has been requested that the Town recognize Pharmacist Gary Haas for his dedication to the Town and 36 years of business of the Boonsboro Pharmacy, noting that the Pharmacy was recently sold to an independently owned pharmacy company. Consensus it to present the Haas’s with a Proclamation and invitation to attend an upcoming Regular meeting. 

Proposed Issues for Discussion with the County Commissioners – Mayor Kauffman stated that the County Commissioners would be holding their annual meeting in Boonsboro on Tuesday, March 5, 2013, noting that the number one priority is to discuss the Lakin Avenue Extension stormwater runoff issue. 
Mayor and Council Comments:
· Mayor Kauffman stated that the Hagerstown-Washington County Chamber of Commerce & the Economic Development Commission will be hosting an Awards Banquet honoring Washington County Businesses, and that the Inn BoonsBoro, Cronise Market Place and Stuart Mullendore are all award finalists. He stated that the Banquet will be held on February 27, 2013 at the Hager Hall Conference Center and that members of the Boonsboro EDC have requested approval to reserve a table at the cost of $550. He further stated that he and Council Member Cynthia Kauffman plan to attend the banquet and will pay for their own tickets at the cost of $110, lowering the EDC’s expense to $440. Consensus is to approve the EDC’s request to reserve a table at the Washington County Business Awards Banquet for the cost of $440. 
· Mayor Kauffman stated that Town Manager Smith met this week with Julianna Albowicz, Assistant at U.S. Senator Barbara Mikulski, regarding the Town’s debt from the Waste Water Treatment Plant, which the Town will start incurring in January 2014 due to no new development of properties. Town Manager Smith stated that the meeting went very well and that she was encouraged to mail a letter to Senator Mikulski regarding the Wastewater BNR/ENR Treatment Plant Upgrade Debt and the need to request loan forgiveness so that the residents of the Town do not assume the remaining balance of the $7,234,340.57 debt in January 2014. Mayor Kauffman stated that the letter should also be mailed to Senator Cardin, noting that he will personally address Governor O’Malley if the Town does not receive assistance from the Senators for this debt.
· Mayor Kauffman and Council Member Cynthia Kauffman attended a meeting for Maryland Attorney General Doug Gansler on February 16, 2013, who announced that he would be running for Governor in the next election.
· Mayor Kauffman stated that the 9th Annual Western Maryland Democratic Summit would be held at Hager Hall Conference Center on April 26 and 27, 2013. Council Member Wetzel stated that the Green Fest Committee has been asked to set up a table for Green Fest and the Town at the Summit much like the table at the MML Conference.
· Council Member Solberg stated that the Green Fest Committee would be hosting the annual ‘clothing swap’ that St James Church usually hosts at Green Fest this year. She stated that all proceeds would be donated to the Micah’s Backpack Program.

Town Manager Comments: 
· Stated that the RFP for the 2013 Mowing Season will be placed in the Herald-Mail Newspaper and on the Town website tomorrow, with bids due by 10:00 AM on March 15, 2013. 
· Stated that she did research on purchasing meeting tables and chairs for the Town Hall Annex meeting space, noting that approximate cost would be around $3,900. Consensus is to continue to search for a better cost.

The Meeting closed at 7:58 PM with a motion by Council Member Wetzel, and second by Council Member Solberg and moved into Executive Closed Session; as permitted under Maryland State Article 10-508(a)Section(1) to discuss the appointment, employments, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation , or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction; and Section (7) consult with counsel to seek legal advice on a legal matter regarding possible litigation, and motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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