
BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2011

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Tuesday, September 6, 2011 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, Barbara Wetzel, and Janeen Solberg. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller, and Police Chief Jeffrey Hewett. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the August 1, 2011 Public Hearing Minutes as amended and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the August 1, 2011 Regular Session Minutes as amended and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve the August 29, 2011 Workshop Minutes as amended, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Mose to approve the August 2011 Treasurer’s Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the August 2011 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 


CORRESPONDENCE

· Washington County weather update regarding flash flooding due to the continuous rain
· Thank you letter from LGIT for the Town’s continued membership
· Thank you letter from retired Boonsboro Library branch manager Chris Hawkins for the Town’s support and appreciation plaque

· Invitation to attend the LGIT meeting on October 6, 2011
· Invitation to attend the fundraiser for Boonsboro Cheerleaders at CC Pizza in Hagerstown on September 15, 2011 from 5PM to 8PM. A percentage of each purchase will go to the squad

· Announcement of the First Hose Company of Boonsboro’s Annual Remembrance Parade on September 11, 2011 at 6:30 PM

· Announcement that SHA will be adding a turn lane on Alternate Route 40 at Poffenberger Road for vehicle safety which is slated to begin in the summer of 2012
· Letter from MDE requesting the Town’s Fiscal Year 2011 Audit Report when completed 


NEW BUSINESS:
Ordinance 2011-02; Zoning Text Amendment to Allow Domesticated Chickens: The Mayor stated that a Public Hearing was held on August 1, 2011 at 6:30 PM for the purpose of receiving public input, either in support of or in opposition to Ordinance 2011-02; Zoning Text Amendment to Allow Domesticated Chickens, which was introduced at the July 5, 2011 Regular Meeting. Ordinance 2011-02 is a Zoning Text Amendment, which would permit domesticated chickens in Town Residential (TR), Suburban Residential (SR), and Rural Residential (RR) zoning areas of the Town. The Town allowed ten additional days for public comments, and it was noted that two residents, Clara Brown and Sherry Sharpless submitted letters stating that they are not in favor of the Ordinance. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Mose to vote down Ordinance 2011-02 based on the majority of citizens opposing the Ordinance, and motion carried unanimously.  
Ordinance 2011-03; to Amend the Zoning Ordinance to Remove the General Commercial (GC) Maintenance Clause: The Mayor stated that a Public Hearing was held at 6:15 PM for the purpose of receiving public input, either in support of or in opposition to Ordinance 2011-03 to amend the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance by removing Section 1107 pertaining to the one-year provision of the General Commercial (GC) Maintenance Clause on the Zoning Map, which was introduced at the August 1, 2011 Regular Meeting. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve Ordinance 2011-03, and motion carried.  
Introduction of Resolution 2011-04; Land Development Fees: Assistant Mayor Long stated that the Planning Commission is recommending the introduction of Resolution 2011-04; Land Development Fees to add and revise several of the development fees to be consistent with Washington County. He stated that the fees have not been updated since September 2006 and that the proposed Resolution stated that the new fees would become effective on October 1, 2011 should the Resolution pass. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the introduction of Resolution 2011-04, and motion carried.  

Request for Map Amendment; Request to Rezone 310 South Main Street: The Mayor stated that a Joint Public Hearing with the Planning Commission was held tonight at 6:30 PM for the purpose of receiving public input, either in support of or in opposition to the BNRZ 2011-01; Request for Map Amendment to rezone 310 South Main Street.

Town Planner Clark provided the Mayor and Council with information regarding the request to rezone 310 South Main Street for their review and reference at the Workshop Meeting, prior to the Public Hearing. She stated that the house located at 310 South Main Street is currently vacant and that the owners would like to expand their commercial business and development in the area.  Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the Map Amendment to rezone 310 South Main Street from SR to GC based upon a change in the character of the existing neighborhood, and motion carried.  
Bids for new 1-Ton Utility Truck: Town Manager Smith provided the results from the bid opening on August 24, 2011 for the purchase of a new 1-ton 4-wheel drive utility truck that was duly advertised in the Herald mail on August 6, 2011. She stated that three (3) sealed bids were received, which were reviewed at the Workshop Meeting, with Hagerstown Ford providing the lowest bid for a 2012 Ford F350 XL gas truck at $40,515. She further stated that Superintendent Painter voiced his opinion that he would prefer the 2012 GMC Sierra 3500 HD truck, which was the 2nd lowest bid at $40,985, and that she conducted a fuel economy comparison between the Ford and the GMC, which was inconclusive, based on the information that she was able to obtain. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve the purchase of the 2011 Ford F350 XL from Hagerstown Ford at the cost of $40,515, and motion carried.  
Former Library Foundation Drainage Correction Proposal and Moisture Assessment: Town Manager Smith acknowledged the need to move forward with the former Library drainage correction plan as specified in the assessment by Triad Engineering stating that quotes were obtained for the proposed stormwater corrective measures between Town Hall and the former Library, which includes re-routing the current drainage system by connecting them to a new PVC underground drainage system, burying the drainage pipe underground, repairing the culvert and replacing the concrete sidewalk. Bids were received from Huntzberry Brothers, Shumaker Concrete, and Nature Boy, with Nature Boy providing the low bid of $4,900. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the low bid from Nature Boy for the drainage corrective measures between Town Hall and the former Library, and motion carried.  
Water/Wastewater Operator Trainee Position: Town Manager Smith stated that three resumes were received and reviewed by Superintendent Painter and the Utilities Commission. It was determined by the Utilities Commission that it is difficult to hire an experienced person with dual certifications in both water and wastewater, and it was requested that the position be re-advertised as an Operator “trainee” with the stipulation that the hired person pass the water certification and the wastewater certification exam within three years. The help wanted advertisement would run for three days in The Herald-Mail Newspaper. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the advertising of the Water/Wastewater Operator Trainee position in The Herald-Mail Newspaper, and motion carried.  
Fall Bulk Clean-Up: Town Manager Smith made the proposal to hold the annual Fall Clean-Up in the Shafer Park parking lot on Saturday, October 15, 2011 with the rain date of Saturday, October 22, 2011. Council Member Wetzel proposed holding the Clean-Up on Saturday October 22, 2001 with the rain date of Saturday October 29, 2011 due to Council Member Solberg and Rick Schulman, of Freedom Electronic Recycling, not being able to attend. Consensus is to have a confirmed plan by the September Workshop meeting and to establish a date so that it can be announced in the Fall Newsletter. 

MML Fall Conference: Assistant Mayor Long stated that the MML Fall Conference will be held in Cambridge on October 31 through November 2, 2011 and requested that the Town cover the cost for him to attend a one-day workshop at the rate of $245. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to cover the cost for Assistant Mayor Long to attend one day of the MML Fall Conference, with Assistant Mayor Long abstaining, and motion carried.  
Donation Request: The Mayor and Council received a donation request from the Boonsboro Band Boosters. Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the donation of $100 to the Boonsboro Band Boosters, and motion carried.  
The Mayor proposed that Trick-or-Treat will be held on Monday, October 31, 2011 from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM noting that Washington County Schools do not have classes on Monday or Tuesday that week. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to hold Trick-or-Treat on Monday, October 31, 2011, and motion carried. 
The Mayor stated that the October Workshop meeting would be held on Monday, October 24, 2011.
The Mayor stated that a telephone straw poll was conducted during the month of August by Town Planner Clark regarding a transfer extension time for the Easterday sewer taps for the sale of their property and to be caught up on their sewer tap payments owed to the Town, and motion carried unanimously. 
Council Member Wetzel stated that the Ethics Code Ordinance is required to be revised and submitted to the State by October 1, 2011. The Mayor stated that this would be addressed at the September Workshop meeting. The Town Manager stated that Attorney Wantz may want to review the required ethics revisions for proper compliance. 
Assistant Mayor Long stated that the Boonsboro meeting with the County Commissioners went well on August 30th, but that he was not pleased with The Herald-Mail Newspaper’s report focusing mainly on recycling rather than other issues such as the stormwater problems on St Paul Street. Council Member Solberg stated that she spoke to Joe Kroboth, Washington County’s Public Works Director, and that he stated that the Library roof ice issues will be addressed and that a crew will look into the St Paul Street stormwater concerns. Council Member Chambers stated that he addressed the Commissioners regarding the lack of consistency in the Mitigation Policy for development in Boonsboro, and the need to have a uniform Mitigation Policy for all of Washington County, and felt that the Commissioners seemed receptive to those concerns.

COMMISSION REPORTS
Police & Public Safety Commission – J. Solberg. Meeting held on August 11, 2011. Discussions included the success of National Night Out and preliminary plans for next year. She gave a huge thanks to everyone that assisted in making the event possible. She stated that speeding concerns on St Paul Street are being addressed by the Police Department, and that the Commission and Town staff will address the sidewalk deterioration issues over the next few months.
Park Board – C. Kauffman. Meeting held on August 24, 2011. Discussions included the success of the Independence Day Celebration, the plans for the Park and Stream Clean-Up day on September 24, 2011, the plans to host a Military Band concert next summer, the plan to purchase knockout roses and Black-eyed Susan flowers to plant around the Park flagpole and trees to be planted in the fall, the Park and Park stream Clean-Up scheduled for September 24, 2011 from 10AM to 12 noon, and the suggestion to hold a movie night in the Park next summer.
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on August 11, 2011. Triad Engineer Billie Swailes presented the proposed concept gravity sewer line for the proposed TT&K Development. Discussions included the sewer system smoke test update and the mailing of ‘Notice of Finding” letters to violators, the MDE Capacity Management Plan status, the review of the applications for the Water/Wastewater Operator and the decision to re-advertise the position as a ‘trainee,’ the Reservoir/Filtration Plants dive assessment service report, and the proposal to replace the existing defective heating units in the Keedysville Plant.
Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on August 23, 2011. Discussions included the approval of the proposed revisions for Resolution 2011-04; Land Development Fee Schedule, the Joint Public Hearing scheduled for September 6, 2011 with the Mayor and Council regarding the Map Amendment request to rezone 310 South Main Street from SR to GC, and a review of the overall concept of the State’s Plan Maryland draft document.   
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. Meeting held on July 27, 2011. Discussions included plans for the Networking Breakfast to be held at Vesta Restaurant on September 30, 2011 from 7:30 AM to 9:00 AM. 
Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Council of Governments will hold their meeting on September 22, 2011. Community Outreach will hold their on October 13, 2011. 
Police Department Report – Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 419 calls for service, which included 56 motor vehicle violations and 4 parking citations. Arrests for the month of August included three (3) adult arrests and one (1) juvenile arrest.
Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Provided the Mayor and Council with a copy of the Audit Responsibility letter from Smith, Elliott and Kearns, noting that the annual audit began this morning, with the associated cost of $17,000, $2,500 less than last year.

· Town Hall exterior rehabilitation will be postponed until spring, at which time it will be placed out for bids.
· The Town Manager will be attending the Governor’s Grant Conference on September 12 and the mandatory State Aid for Police Protection training on September 13, 2011. 
CITIZENS COMMENTS

Frances Lynch: Requested that the Town consider offering a one time a year “curb-side” bulk trash pick-up and one time a year “clean-up” instead of twice a year Clean-Up in the Park. Council Member Cynthia Kaufman stated that this could be discussed for an option for next year.
Harold Kirby: Inquired as to when the “no chicken” enforcement will begin. Town Planner Clark stated that residents with chickens were given a 30-day notice, which began today. 
Eldon Jones: Inquired about the numerous abandoned and tag-less vehicles throughout Town. Town Manager Smith stated that it was discussed in a previous Workshop meeting to relax the Ordinance on vehicles from several residents’ requests due to the difficult economic times.  Mr. Jones then stated that there is a Property Maintenance Ordinance requiring residents to keep their weeds cut and that many of the vehicles in question are parked among very high weeds. Mr. Jones then stated that he has heard that the new Shafer Park athletic fields are being used primarily for Hagerstown-based sport teams. The Mayor said that this would be looked into.
The Meeting closed at 8:10 PM and moved into Executive Session to discuss a potential litigation matter as permitted under Section 10-508(a)(8) of the Annotated Code of Maryland with a motion by Council Member Chamber, and second my Council Member Mose.
Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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