BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2012

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, November 5, 2012 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the October 1, 2012 Public Hearing Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the October 1, 2012 Regular Session Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Haardt to approve the October 1, 2012 Executive Session Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the November 1, 2012 Workshop Session Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the November 1, 2012 Executive Session Workshop I Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the October 2012 Treasurer’s Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the October 2012 Bills to be Paid and motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE
· Multiple emails from Dave Kline of 1st Energy/Potomac Edison regarding Super Storm Sandy and updates on outages
· The Mayor attended the Washington County Southeastern Senior Center meeting in Keedysville, noting that the Old School House in Keedysville is available to rent for meetings 
· Received many calls regarding the negative political sign on the Easterday property. Council agreed that it was in poor taste and apologized for not being able to remove it due to it being located on private property
· Washington County Chapter of the MML will hold their Legislative Meeting in Clear Spring on November 26, 2012
· Informative letter regarding Agape Pet Services on Shepherdstown Pike and their crematorium 
· Thank you letter from the MML for the Town’s participation in the Main Street exhibit at the Fall Conference
· Boonsboro High School Football Team will play Brunswick High School at the home field in the first game of the State Playoffs on Friday, November 9, 2012
· The Boonsboro High School Cross Country Boys’ Team and Girls’ Team attended the Maryland Class 1A West Cross Country Championships and will both advance on to the States Competitions
· The Mayor attended the Meritus Hospital ‘Stay Alive Don’t Text and Drive’ kick-off event at Boonsboro High School on October 2, 2012 

GUESTS
· Star Scout Kyle Kerry of Boy Scout Troop 20 attended the meeting for Community Service 
· Dick Toms, of 12 Stouffer Avenue, voiced his concerns regarding the sewer back-up in his basement caused by Super Storm Sandy noting that this is the second time a back-up occurred. He stated that he has concerns for his health from cleaning the sewerage, as well as the worry over the cost to replace his damaged belongings. Town Manager Smith stated that the Town staff assisted residents throughout the storm, noting that Roto-Rooter investigated the problem when it first occurred concentrating on the area in which the back-up occurred and nothing was found attributing it to the large amount of rain that was received in a short period of time during that storm. With the same homes being affected once again with a similar type storm, the towns engineering firm is working with a contractor while televising sewer mains and lines to determine the problem so that it can be corrected. 
· Diana Welsh, of 101 Della Lane, stated that she has lived at her residence for 24 years and has had a huge increase of storm water on her property only in the past few years. She stated that she would like to know why the water flow was engineered so that it flows directly onto her property.
· Carol Long, of 14 Della Lane, stated that she has been affected by the sewer back-ups due to storms as well.

[bookmark: _GoBack]NEW BUSINESS
Municipal Government Works Month Proclamation: Assistant Mayor Long read a Proclamation proclaiming November as Municipal Government Works Month in accordance with the Maryland Municipal League, which will keep the Town’s “MML Banner City” status intact. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to proclaim November 2012 as Municipal Government Works Month, and motion carried.

Recommendation & Approval of Chief of Police: Mayor Kauffman stated that thirty-five (35) applications were received to fill the position of Chief of Police due to the pending retirement of current Chief Jeffrey Hewett on December 1, 2012. He stated that after reviewing the qualifications of the applicants, which included years in law enforcement, supervisory experience, and being Maryland Certified, that he and Assistant Mayor Long met with Boonsboro Officer First Class Charles Stanford who had also applied for the Chief position. Mayor Kauffman stated that the applications were discussed during the October Workshop Executive Session and that based on Officer Stanford’s experience and qualifications consensus is to promote Officer Stanford to the Chief of Police position. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the promotion of Officer First Class Charles Stanford to Chief of Police effective December 1, 2012, and motion carried. 

Introduction of Ordinance 2012-04; Zoning Text Amendments for In-Home Vendor: Assistant Mayor Long requested the introduction of proposed Ordinance 2012-04; An Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to Amend Section 305.B.15 “Home Occupations” to be permitted within all zoning districts, noting that the Ordinance defines an in-home vendor as someone wishing to obtain a Zoning Permit for the purpose of selling items at a trade or craft show. He stated that currently if someone wants to obtain a Home Occupations Zoning Permit, they must go through the Board of Zoning Appeals and apply for a Special Exception. Council Member Wetzel stated that the proposed Amendment would allow the Zoning Administrator to approve the Home Occupations Zoning Permit, which is required to obtain a Trader’s License from Washington County. Assistant Mayor Long stated that Town Planner Clark and the Planning Commission are requesting that a Public Hearing be held at 6:45 PM on Monday, December 3, 2012 for the proposed Ordinance. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the Introduction of Ordinance 2012-04; Zoning Text Amendment for In-Home Vendor and to schedule a Public Hearing at 6:45 PM on Monday, December 3, 2012, and motion carried.

Septic Bill (SB236) Tiers Mapping; Revised State Interpretation, Revised Recommendation for Tier I & Tier II: Assistant Mayor Long stated that the State revised their interpretation of what determines whether a property falls into a Tier I or Tier II property for the Septics Bill (SB236). He stated that the new interpretation now requires Tier I properties to be currently served by public sewer, rather than planned properties, and that the Council needs to revise its previous recommendation of Tier I to include a Tier II within the Town, which would include all of the recently annexed properties. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to revise the implementation of the Tier I and Tier II SB236 Mapping, and motion carried.

Meeting Recording/Audio System Proposal: Town Manager Smith stated that she received a proposal from Mike Sokol for the Fiscal Year 2013 budgeted meeting recording and audio system equipment for the cost of $1,558, noting that $5,000 is budgeted in Capital Improvement Projects for this purchase. She stated that Mr. Sokol installed the equipment for the Shafer Park sound system, and that the proposed meeting recording and audio system will take the place of the out dated micro-cassette recorders that staff is now using to transcribe Town meeting minutes from. She further stated that in addition to the equipment cost, Mr. Sokol would charge $125 for an hour of design and $125 for an hour of staff training, bringing the total cost to $1,808. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the purchase of the meeting recording and audio system for the total cost of $1,808, and motion carried
 
Environmental Commission; Volunteer/Member Status Council Member Wetzel updated the Mayor and Council on the Environmental Commission member status stating that nine (9) qualified citizens applied before the October 15, 2012 deadline and that she would like to have all of the applicants appointed to the Commission. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that in her opinion she would rather see the Commission start out with seven (7) members due to a smaller group being easier to work with, especially because the Commission is new. Council Member Chambers agreed, noting that most of the Town’s Commissions have seven (7) members. Assistant Mayor Long suggested that the initial Commission could be comprised of seven (7) voting members and two (2) alternate members. Council Member Solberg stated that she likes working with a larger body of people and hates to turn anyone away that volunteers their time. Mayor Kauffman stated that he would like the Environmental Commission to hold a meeting during November to discuss the membership and alternate membership status, and to determine the member’s term limits staggered by 3 years and 4 years. Consensus is to hold a meeting this month with all nine (9) applicants, decide who will be appointed as the seven (7) members and who will be appointed as the two (2) alternate members, and bring that decision back to the Mayor and Council’s November Workshop meeting for review. 

Assistant Mayor Long proposed giving Lloyd Smith, Jr. a $50 AC&T gift card for providing and driving the float for the Mayor and Council to ride on during the September 11th Remembrance Parade and Mummer’s Day Parade. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the purchase of a $50 AC&T gift card as a thank you gift, and motion carried.

COMMISSION REPORTS 
Police & Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting held on October 10, 2012. Discussions included the ongoing concerns regarding the traffic flow on Cemetery Lane and the request from the Boonsboro Cemetery Board to change the street to one-way.

Park Board – C. Kauffman. Meeting held on October 24, 2012. Discussions included the replacement of the two trees in the old Park by the Green Fest Committee and the Girl’s Scout Troop, the plans for the sign to advertise events in the Park, finalizing plans for Olde Tyme Christmas, and the scheduling of the November meeting to assemble luminary bags in the Community Center for Olde Time Christmas.
· Council Member Wetzel asked that the Town have an arborist examine the tree beside the Town Christmas tree before removing it or cutting it down. Council suggested possibly calling Arbortecture, Inc. in Myersville. 

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on October 11, 2012. Discussions included the MDE Source Water Protection Plan and meeting between Mark Eisner, of Advanced Land & Water, Inc., Boonsboro, Keedysville and the County Planning Department on September 24, 2012 to review and give insight on the proposed Draft Plan, the progress email on the MDE Groundwater Permitting from ALWI and information obtained from MDE regarding water appropriation for the Town, the update on the status of the Keedysville Spring House modifications, the concerns regarding the MDE Joint Waterways Construction Permit application process and the consensus to postpone the replacement of the 6-inch discharge pipe until next year based on information from MDE, the review of the preliminary WWTP Operation & Maintenance Assessment from CDM, the recommendation to have Huntzberry Brothers remove a 1-foot coupon from the 4-inch waterline and test it for build-up before moving forward with the Maple Avenue Waterline Project, and the review of the Semi-Annual Leak Detection Survey results and the recommendation to forward those findings to Mark Eisner of ALWI for his input.

Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on October 23, 2012. Discussions included the approval of a Minor Subdivision for 2 lots at 315 North Main Street contingent upon an approval of the Forest Conservation Exemption and Variance Request, the recommendation of BZA12-11 to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a Variance Request at 315 North Main Street, the approval of the recommendation of Ordinance 2012-04; Zoning Amendment for In-Home Vendors to the Mayor and Council, and the State revision of the Tier Mapping for SB236 with Tier I to be properties currently served by public sewer and Tier II which would include all of the newly annexed properties.

Economic Development Commission – J. Solberg. Meeting held on October 24, 2012. Discussions included the next Networking Breakfast to be held on November 16, 2012 at Vesta’s Restaurant, an update on the status of the Scavenger Hunt, the plans for a “Welcome” sign and event signs, the announcement of the Flat Frosties event, the Holiday in Boonsboro event on December 8, 2012, ideas for publishing a Town brochure, the need to make sure Town events are published in the Washington County Calendar of Events brochure, and ideas for decorating the front windows of the Warrenfeltz Building. 
· EDC 2012 Scavenger Hunt Winners Results: Council Member Solberg stated that gift certificates from local Boonsboro business would be presented to the winners of the EDC Scavenger Hunt of 14 photographs from around Town, which ran from October 1 to 31, 2012. 4th Place and $25 in gift certificates: Kim and Wayne Needy; 3rd Place $25 in gift certificates: Natalie Mose; 2nd Place and $50 in gift certificates: Wilma Holdway; 1st Place and $100 in gift certificates: Bill Eckard.

Environmental Commission – B. Wetzel. Council Member Wetzel provided an update on the MML Fall Conference due to the Environmental Commission already being discussed as an Agenda item. She provided the Mayor and Council with an informative outline highlighting the five workshops that she attended while at the Conference including ‘Strategic Plan,’ ‘Green Initiatives,’ ‘Funding Green Initiatives,’ ‘Ethics,’ and ‘Foreclosed/Abandoned Properties.’ She inquired as to the status of whether the Town’s Ethics Ordinance meets the requirements of the new State law. Town Manager Smith stated that she has not received word on the matter from the State to date.  

Police Department Report – The Police Department received 250 calls for service, which included 29 motor vehicle violations and 0 parking citations for the month of October. Arrests for the month included one (1) adult arrest for 2nd Degree Assault (Domestic) and zero (0) juvenile arrests. 

Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Stated that the street sweeping contract ends in December 2012 and that the contract will be placed out for formal bids.
· Stated that she is meeting with a representative from GeoStellar, Inc. on November 15, 2012 to further discuss options for solar energy and electric in the Town
· Stated that the Town did not receive the Project Open Space Fiscal Year 2012 funding of $60,000 due to the reimbursement request never being processed, and was also informed that the Town’s FY13 funding of $31,500 will be placed before the Board of Public Works in December.
· Stated that the Public Works staff attended a class and have all been recertified in ‘flagging.’
· Stated that she is requesting the approval to advertise the Boonsboro Police Department ‘Officer’ vacancy due to Officer Stanford’s promotion to Police Chief. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve advertising of the Boonsboro Police Officer position, and motion carried.
· Stated that the Police Department’s 2006 Ford Escape is in need of a new transmission and that three-(3) quotes were obtained with the lowest repair proposal received from B&B Automotive for $3,147.50. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS
Barinda Golden – Poem called “The Upset Mad Turkey.” Council Member Solberg thanked Ms. Golden for all of her help during the Fall Bulk Trash Day in Shafer Park. 

Mayor Kauffman closed the meeting at 8:45 PM.


Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant
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