
BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2011

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, November 7, 2011 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, Barbara Wetzel, and Janeen Solberg. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller, and Police Chief Jeffrey Hewett. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge led by Webelo Den 1 of Boy Scout Pack 20 and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman.

The Mayor welcomed Webelo Den 1 of Boy Scout Pack 20 to the meeting and answered two questions regarding curb-side recycling and the date of the next Town elections.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the October 3, 2011 Regular Session Minutes as amended, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve the October 3, 2011 Executive Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the October 24, 2011 Workshop Minutes as amended, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the October 24, 2011 Workshop Executive Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the October 2011 Treasurer’s Report, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the October 2011 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 


GUESTS
Economic Development Commission 2011 Scavenger Hunt Winners Gift Certificate Presentation – Council Member Mose & EDC Chairman Richard Keesecker. Gift certificates were presented to the winners of the EDC Scavenger Hunt of 14 photographs for around Town, which ran from October 1 to 31, 2011. 4th Place: Dennis and Melanie Reese; 3rd Place: Alyssa Lum and Marian Carr; 2nd Place: Terry and Jenny Carnahan; 1st Place:  Leon Jones.
Fiscal Year 2011 Audit Presentation – David St. Clair of Smith, Elliott, Kearns & Company presented the Fiscal Year 2011 Audit Summary for the year ending June 30, 2011 of the General, Water, and Sewer Funds to the Mayor and Council. Approval of Fiscal Year 2011 Financial Report: Council Member Wetzel asked if the Financial Report could be given in advance to the Council for their review before the meeting. Mr. St. Clair stated that it is not normal practice to do so before the presentation. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the Fiscal Year 2011 Financial Report as presented by Smith, Elliott, Kearns & Company, with Council Member Wetzel opposing, and motion carried 5-1.  

CORRESPONDENCE

· Thanksgiving holiday trash pick-up will be held on Saturday, November 26, 2011
· Washington County MML Legislative Night will be held on November 28, 2011 in Clear Spring

· Letter from the State Department of National Resources announcing Program Open Space Fiscal Year 2013 project submission due dates for funding
· Thank you letter to the Mayor for attending the 261st Anniversary and Homecoming celebration at Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ 

· Announcement that David Heim, of Boy Scout Troop 20 in Boonsboro, has earned the rank of Eagle Scout and the Court of Honor will be held on November 19, 2011

· Invitation to attend Hospice of Washington County’s “The Gift of Hospice - Making Every Moment Matter” event on November 15, 2011 at Courtland Mansion in Hagerstown
· Letter of notification from the Department of Agriculture stating that due to all requirements being met during the first year of operation of the Wastewater Treatment Plant, the Town no longer needs to submit quarterly reports, although annual audits and management reports still need to be provided.
· Letter from MDE informing the Town that Federal funds have been awarded to 20 communities, including Boonsboro and Keedysville, to enhance Ground Water Systems

· Invitation to the Mayor from the Humane Society of Washington County to participate in the Annual Polar Bear Plunge on January 1, 2012 at 12:00 PM in Williamsport

· Invitation from the Hagerstown Youth Football and Athletic Association for the Mayor to present the Sportsman of the Year award at their ceremony on December 1, 2011  

· Letter notifying the Town that it is time for the Maryland Clean Water Shed Survey to be completed, which is a requirement every four years.

· Request from Jennifer Guenther of Enkore Kids and Amy Reaux of Rayco Signs to host the “Flat Frosties” promotional decorating event for the month of December for businesses and residents along Main Street.

· Assistant Mayor Long attended one day of the MML Fall Conference. He stated that most of the Board meeting was directed towards investments and the 75th Anniversary of the MML. 
· The Mayor reminded residents to keep up-to-date with the terms and vacancies on Washington County’s Boards and Commissions so that South County has good representation 

NEW BUSINESS:
Approval of New Water/Wastewater Operator Trainee: Council Member Chambers stated that four qualified applicants out of the 49 applications were interviewed for the position of Water and Wastewater Operator Trainee. He further stated that based on the recommendation of Utilities Superintendent Rick Painter, the Utilities Commission voted unanimously to hire Frank Lum, Jr. for the Water and Wastewater Operator Trainee position. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the hiring of Frank Lum, Jr. as the new Water/Wastewater Operator Trainee, with Assistant Mayor Long abstaining, and motion carried.  

Economic Development Commission New Member Appointment: Council Member Mose stated that the EDC is recommending the appointment of Jennifer Guenther, owner of Enkore Kids, to the Commission. Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the appointment of Jennifer Guenther as the new EDC member, and motion carried.  
Park Expansion Loan Refinance Proposals: Town Manager Smith stated that she only received two proposals from the original RFP which was sent to four banks to refinance the $1.5 million Park Expansion loan currently with Susquehanna Bank, which is due to mature on November 26, 2011. She stated that proposals were received from Susquehanna Bank and BB&T Government Financing. She further stated that Susquehanna Bank has requested an additional week to contact their advisors to provide a better rate and term proposal for the loan. Consensus is to provide full disclosure and allow both BB&T Government Financing and Susquehanna Bank to resubmit proposals by November 17, 2011.  

COMMISSION REPORTS
Police & Public Safety Commission – J. Solberg. The Commission did not meet during the month of October 2011.
Park Board – C. Kauffman. Meeting held on October 26, 2011. Discussions included work orders for maintenance of the Park grounds, plans for Olde Tyme Christmas on December 2, 2011, the decision to purchase three permanent recycling cans for the Park pavilions, the suggestion to install clean-up bags for people to use to clean-up after their dogs in the Park, and the cleaning of the Park stream beyond the Scout Cabin by the inmate crew in the spring. Boonsboro Middle School teacher Sabrina Blair would like the school’s Environmental Club to assist with clean-up projects in the Park. Celeste Maiorana, of the Washington County Forestry Board, attended the meeting and discussed issues and ideas for future planting in the Park.
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on October 13, 2011. Discussions included the Sewer Fund Maintenance and Repair Fiscal Year 2012 Budget year-to-date expense review, the sewer system smoke testing update status including system repairs, associated costs and proposed enforcement of violations, the MDE Water Capacity update status, the King Road Associates request for consideration for the ability to use a grinder pump on the first 24 lots on the eastern side of their property, the McKinney Annexation consideration for utilities, the review and recommendation to hire Frank Lum, Jr. as the Water and Wastewater Operator Trainee, the Maple Avenue waterline repairs, and the Boonsboro Keedysville Regional Water Board September 28, 2011 meeting report.
Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on October 25, 2011. Discussions included a recommendation to the Board of Zoning Appeals for a Special Exemption for an indoor recreation facility at 69 South Main Street, a Petition for annexation for a 14.97 acre McKinney Property with the motion to recommend the denial of the request to the Mayor and Council, and an update on the status of PlanMaryland.
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. Meeting held on October 26, 2011. Guest speaker Jennifer Guenther, of Enkore Kids, discussed Website Networking and Amelia Reaux, of Rayco Signs, discussed the “Flat Frosties” Main Street holiday cut-out decorating event. Discussions included the great success of the Networking Breakfast and plans to hold the next breakfast on January 20, 2012, an update on the Scavenger Hunt, the plans to visit an event property on Poffenberger Road, and the recommendation to appoint Jennifer Guenther as an EDC member. 
Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Council of Governments will hold their meeting on January 12, 2012. The Community Outreach held their meeting on October 13, 2011. Council Member Wetzel stated that she did not attend the meeting but provided the Mayor and Council with the minutes, noting that discussions included the Washington County Division of Emergency Services alerting system and Town event updates. The next meeting will be held on January 12, 2012.
· The first ever nationwide testing of the Emergency Alert Notification System will be held on November 9, 2011 at 2:00 PM by FEMA and the Federal Communications Commission. The test will air on every broadcast, cable and satellite TV station in the Nation, as well as every AM, FM and satellite radio station.
Police Department Report – Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 402 calls for service, which included 64 motor vehicle violations and 0 parking citations. Arrests for the month of October included three (3) adult arrests and zero (0) juvenile arrests.
Council Member Wetzel stated that she attended a meeting at Boonsboro High School on November 3, 2011 concerning the status of finding funding for the School’s Wellness Center. She reported that based on the story that ran in The Herald-Mail Newspaper regarding this need, funding is being provided enabling the Center to operate full-time in the very near future for all Boonsboro students. She stated that more activities and opportunities should be provided in the community for students in the area.
The Mayor congratulated the Boonsboro High School football team on their 9-1 record this season. He stated that State Play-offs begin this week with the first game at Boonsboro.
Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Spoke with Dawn Cosentino, of the Life Skill Program for Washington County Schools, to help find local work opportunities for Life Skill students at Boonsboro High School. Town Manager Smith stated that Town Hall will provide placement for two students for a few hours per week.

· The County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Committee has finished the final draft of their plan and has submitted it to the State for their review. After the plan has been approved by the State it will be sent to all of the Municipalities in the form of a Resolution for adoption, and then sent back to the County where it will be forwarded to FEMA.

· The State Highway Administration is doing away with the replenishing of salt program for last year and will directly invoice the Town for the salt used during snow and ice removal.

· The Town was contacted by the insurance company that does the ISO rating for the Fire Department, and a representative will visit Town Hall to update information on the Water System to help improve the ISO rating and hopefully help residents lower their home-owner insurance.
· LGIT Hazard Evaluation will be conducted in Town on November 15, 2011
· The two man inmate work crew from the State Prison Work Release Program of the Maryland Department of Correction was discontinued on October 31, 2011 
· Monday curb-side pick-up of yard debris will continue, weather permitting, through the month of November as long as there are leaves on the trees.

The Meeting closed at 8:30 PM and moved into Executive Session to discuss a potential litigation matter as permitted under Section 10-508(a)(7) of the Annotated Code of MD with a motion by Council Member Chambers, and second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, and motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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