
BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2014

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, March 3, 2014 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Sean Haardt, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Megan Clark, Police Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the February 3, 2014 Public Hearing Minutes, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Haardt to approve the February 3, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes as amended, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the February 24, 2014 Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Haardt to approve the February 24, 2014 Executive Session Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· The February 2014 Treasurer’s Report was no available and will be presented at the April 7, 2014 Regular Meeting 
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the February 2014 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

GUEST
Jessica Renner, Boonsboro Environmental Commission, presented the BEC Executive Summary of the Strategic Plan to the Mayor and Council. See attached. 

CORRESPONDENCE
· Mayor Kauffman & Assistant Mayor Long judged the Clopper-Michael American Legion Post 10 High School Constitutional Essay Contest on February 12, 2014
· Mayor Kauffman attended the Hagerstown Community College Mayor’s Meeting on February 17, 2014 with the College President and Chair of the Board of Trustees
· Invitation to attend the Boonsboro Ambulance and Rescue Service Annual Appreciation and Awards Banquet on March 8, 2014
· Invitation to attend the Washington County Business Development Annual Celebration of Business at Fountain Head Country Club on April 15, 2014
· The Washington County MML Meeting will be hosted by the Town of Williamsport and held on March 24, 2014
· On March 7, 2014 Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long and Chief Stanford will speak to the 4th grade students at Boonsboro Elementary School regarding the “If I Were the Mayor” essay contest

Police Department Report – Chief Stanford. The Police Department received 184 calls for service, which included 41 motor vehicle violations for the month of February. There was 2 adult arrest for the month for possession of CDS on February 16, 2014 which was a result of a traffic stop with a K9 scan with a positive alert, and zero juvenile arrests. Chief Stanford stated that the Department assisted with the homicide investigation at 203 St. Paul Street on February 6, 2014, noting that the investigation was turned over to the Washington County Sheriff’s Office at the request of the State’s Attorney’s Office.  

NEW BUSINESS 
Recommendation to Fill Police Officer Vacancy: Chief Stanford stated he is recommending the hiring of Aaron Taylor to fill the vacancy on the Police Department on a part-time status, beginning March 12, 2014, until Mr. Taylor graduates from the Hagerstown Community College Police Academy in June 2014, at which time he would be offered full-time employment contingent upon passing the required training and background examinations. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to hire Aaron Taylor to fill the Police Office vacancy on a part-time basis until his graduation in June 2014 at which time he will be offered the full-time position contingent upon his passing of the required training and background examinations, and motion carried.

LED Lighting Upgrade/Retrofits Proposal: Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark stated after reviewing and contacting the companies who provided proposals for the MEA Grant LED Lighting Upgrade/Retrofit Project regarding the type of bulbs they are proposing to use, she is recommending that Shepherd Electric Supply, located in Frederick, Maryland, be awarded the project at the cost of $23,519.70, after rebates. She further stated that Reeder’s Electric will install the new lights with help from the Public Works staff. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to award the LED Lighting Upgrade/Retrofit Project to Shepherd Electric Supply at the total cost of $23,519.70, after rebates, as part of the MEA Grant Energy Projects and Reeder Electric for part of the labor, and motion carried.

Resolution 2014-01; Boonsboro Environmental Commission Members: Mayor Kauffman reviewed that the Boonsboro Environmental Commission is requesting to repeal Resolution 2012-05 to increase their numbers of voting members from 7 to 9, thus eliminating the Alternate Member positions, which was discussed at the Workshop Meeting. Council Member Wetzel, on behalf of the Boonsboro Environmental Commission, stated that the BEC’s objective for increasing the number of members is that all of the members are working equally as hard on multiple projects and that it is the Commission’s recommendation that all of the members should be treated as equals. Mayor Kauffman stated that to his knowledge none of the Town’s Commissions have over 7 members, and that many of the Commissions are having a hard time gaining members. Council Member Solberg stated that she reviewed the Economic Development Commissions’ bylaws after the Workshop Meeting and it states that the EDC can have anywhere from 4 to 10 members. Council discussed increasing the number of members on the BEC, noting that if the BEC feel that they need additional member then the membership should be increased. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Haardt to repeal Resolution 2012-05 and adopt Resolution 2014-01 to replace the alternate positions as voting members on the Boonsboro Environmental Commission, and motion carried.

Shafer Park Overflow Parking Lot Engineering Approval: Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark stated the Town was awarded $73,500 through Program Open Space funding to complete the construction of the proposed parking lot adjacent to the new entrance to the Park along Potomac Street. She stated in order to move forward with the Project, engineering drawings will be required because more than 5,000 square feet of disturbance will occur during the construction requiring engineering of sediment and erosion control and stormwater management. She provided a proposal for $10,000 from Triad Engineering to complete the required engineering work for the parking lot, noting that the fee can be paid from the Contingency Fund or Excise Tax account for the Project. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the engineering proposal for $10,000 from Triad Engineering for the Shafer Park Overflow Parking Lot Project, and motion carried.

Proposal to Evaluate Solar Energy: Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark stated that the Town began looking at solar energy options for the Waste Water Treatment Plant in 2012. She stated after reviewing four proposals the Town received for solar energy, and based on the presentation from RER Energy Group at the Workshop Meeting, she is recommending to allow RER Energy Group to move forward with the project. She further stated that RER Energy Group is proposing an 897.7 kWh ground mounted solar array system at the decommissioned lagoon at the WWTP, which will provide 92% of the required electricity for the Town. Ms. Clark reviewed that RER Energy Group representatives explained the solar economics and electric financing, noting that there are options for a 20-year Community Power Purchase Agreement (CPPA) and a 10-year Pre-Paid Community Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) which will provide discounts and reductions in energy bills over the years. She stated that there is no upfront cost or capital needed from the Town for the system and that it will be funded by investors who will receive tax credits for their investment. A Letter of Intent with RER Energy Group will permit them to contact investors and explore PPA options, noting that RER is proposing the lowest PPA fixed rates and the largest system, and that the Town is under no obligation to commit to any further proposals. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to submit a Letter of Intent to RER Energy Group, and motion carried.

2014 Zoning Map: Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark stated that the current Town Zoning Map has not been updated since 2007 and she is recommending, on behalf of the Planning Commission, that it be undated to include the new Zoning Map Amendments. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the update of the 2007 Zoning Map, and motion carried.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Shafer Park: Mayor Kauffman stated that the Clopper-Michael Post 10 American Legion holds their Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Shafer Park and he is recommending the approval for Saturday, April 19, 2014 at 1:00 PM, as well as a $100 donation for the event. Motions by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the American Legion Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Shafer Park on Saturday, April 19, 2014 at 1:00 PM and a $100 donation, and motion carried.

Annual Memorial Day Parade and Wreath Laying Ceremony: Assistant Mayor Long stated that the Boonsboro Memorial Day Parade will be held on Sunday, May 25, 2014 with the wreath laying ceremony at 1:00 PM and parade at 2:00 PM sponsored by the Boonsboro American Legion Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary Memorial Day Parade and wreath ceremony on May 25, 2014, with Council Member Cynthia Kauffman abstaining, and motion carried. 

Economic Development Commission Member Reappointments: Council Member Solberg requested, on behalf of the EDC, the approval of the renewal of 3-year Commission Member terms for Doug Bast, Carol Blessing, Victoria Messner and Bruce Wilder. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve reappointment of EDC Members Doug Bast, Carol Blessing, Victoria Messner and Bruce Wilder for consecutive 3-year terms, and motion carried.

Assistant Mayor Long stated that he, Mayor Kauffman, Council Member Wetzel and Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark attended the Washington County Liquor Board hearing on February 26, 2014 and obtained a Picnic License to use for a wine and beer tasting event during the 2014 Green Fest, noting the cost for the renewable license is $35 and that it can be used for other Town events.

COMMISSION REPORTS 
Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting held on February 20, 2014. Guest included Steve Mohl, from the First Hose Company of Boonsboro, to discuss reach-out to community plans. Discussions included the Addressing Ordinance, the Walkability Study, and the 1st National Wildfire Community Preparedness Day on May 3, 2014 from 8am to 3pm at the Yard Debris Site on Monroe Road, and ideas for home property fire evaluations.  

Park Board –C. Kauffman. Meeting held on February 26, 2014. Discussions included the progress of the Eagle Scout Project by Matt Scalese and tentative dates in April for his Project, the Town welcome signs, the Independence Day Celebration on July 3, the Wagon Train Event on May 18, the Earth Day Celebration on April 27, the Fiscal Year 2015 Park Board proposed budget of $52,500 which includes a line time of $15,000 for an aerial mapping of Shafer Park by Triad Engineering, the use of the $73,500 grant funds for the Park parking lot and the recommendation to have the Town pay $10,000 for the engineering of the Project, and plans for the Summer Concerts in the Park. The Park Board is recommending the naming of the stream that runs behind the Community Center and a poll will be posted on the Town website for the choice between the names of Lum Run, Warrenfeltz Stream or Boone Branch. Chairman Dave Wade submitted his letter of resignation effective September 1, 2014. 

Utilities Commission –K. Chambers. A meeting was not held during the month of February 2014 due to the weather and scheduling conflicts.

Planning Commission –H. Long. Meeting held on February 25, 2014. Discussions included the vacancy on the Commission and the letter of interest submitted by Curt Conway, who would attend the next meeting to discuss his interest on serving on the Commission, the approval to recommend to the Council the updated Zoning Map, the suggestion to rename Chase Six Boulevard to a name that has community ties, and the approval of the recommendation to the Mayor and Council of the Fiscal Year 2015 Planning and Zoning Budget.

Economic Development Commission –J. Solberg. Meeting held on February 26, 2014. Discussions included an update on the Town welcome sign at the cost of $26,000 and the applying for grants for the project, the window image painting at the Town maintenance building at the cost of $4,000 and the hopes to have it started this spring, the recommendation to power wash the front of the old library building at the cost of $1,500 to be completed by late summer, an update on the fulfillment of the EDC’s obligations for Sustainable Maryland Certificate Program, the approval of the renewal of 3-year Commission Member terms for Doug Bast, Carol Blessing, Victoria Messner and Bruce Wilder, the approval for the EDC to become members of the Convention and Visitors Bureau, the recommendation to have all Town signage similar in design to the planned welcome sign, the announcement that $2,000 was received from the CVB for the reprinting of the Town brochure and purchasing of pens, the coordinating of materials for the MML Convention scheduled for June 8 to 11, 2014, and the update on the Cobblestone Hotel feasibility study that will be completed by the end of March 2014. The next Networking Breakfast will be held on March 21, 2014 at Vesta Restaurant and the guest speaker will be Washington County Sheriff Douglas Mullendore. The next EDC meeting will be held on April 23, 2014.

Environmental Commission –B. Wetzel. Meeting held on February 11, 2014. Discussions included the Strategic Action Plan, the Earth Day Event planning for April 27 from 1-4pm, the Solar Energy proposal from RER Energy Group, the approval to recommend the increase of voting BEC members from 7 to 9 to the Mayor and Council, the Subcommittee Reports, the Green Times Newsletter, and updates on the Town farm water supply issue and Town Energy Audit. 

Acting Town Manager’s Report – M. Clark.
· Stated that positive responses were received from Delegate Parrott and Senator Shank regarding the Waste Water Debt Task Force’s request for relief from the Bay Restoration Fees (BRF) and MDE loan.
· Stated that Attorney Wantz is reviewing the Public Safety Commission’s Addressing Ordinance
· Stated that the Keedysville Spring House Discharge Pipe Replacement Project is complete

Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Wetzel to close the Regular meeting at 8:45 PM and move into Executive Session; as permitted under Maryland State Article §10-508 (a) Section (1) to discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over who this public body has jurisdiction, and motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant
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