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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2013

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, March 4, 2013 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the February 4, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the February 25, 2013 Workshop Meeting Minutes, as amended and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the February 25, 2013 Workshop Executive Meeting Minutes, as amended and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the February 2013 Treasurer’s Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the February 2013 Bills to be Paid and motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE
· Letter from the University of Maryland regarding ‘Working Landscapes’ 
· Letter from the Maryland Environmental Service regarding the Symposium on Stormwater 
· The Agenda for the County Commissioners meeting in Boonsboro on March 5, 2013 at 7:00 PM
· Invitation to attend the Boonsboro Library’s 5th Anniversary Event on April 13, 2013 from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM
· Request from Mayor Kauffman for a Council Member to attend and judge the Boy Scout’s Cake Bake at Benevola Church on March 24, 2013 at 2:00 PM, noting that he was asked but has a prior engagement to attend
· Washington County MML Meeting will be hosted by the Town of Funkstown and held on March 25, 2013 
· Invitation to attend the 2013 Sporting Clay Shoot hosted by the Mason-Dixon Council of the Boy Scouts of America on April 20, 2013 at 8:00 AM in Keedysville
· Invitation to attend an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Nicholas Dougherty, of Troop 20, on March 24, 2013 at the Clopper-Michael American Legion. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to present Scout Nicholas Dougherty with a proclamation from the Town, and motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS 
Fiscal Year 2014 Constant Yield Tax Rate: Town Manager Smith stated that the State of Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation is authorized to certify a Constant Yield Tax Rate that will produce the same amount of revenue in the coming tax year as was produced in the previous year. The 2013 (FY2014) net assessable real property base is proposed at 271,663,586, down 20,799,978 from the current 2012 (FY2013) 292,463,561. Therefore, a 2013 (Fiscal Year 2014) Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3497 is proposed, increasing the current Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3223, which will provide the potential revenue of $950,141, which is $7,531 in additional revenue than this year. She stated that if the Town chooses to maintain the current Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3223, revenue will decrease by $74,569, noting that since property assessments decreased this year the Constant Yield Tax Rate increase will mean no additional out of pocket expense for property owners. She further stated that the Town would not need to advertise the Constant Yield Tax Rate and that the Town retains its ‘exempt’ status. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Haardt to approve the 2013 (Fiscal Year 2014) Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3497, and motion carried.

Recommendation for Reappointment to Planning Commission: Town Manager Smith stated that the Planning Commission unanimously recommended the reappointment of Steve Jamison and Kim Koerting for 5-year terms at their February 26, 2013 meeting. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the reappointment of Steve Jamison and Kim Koerting to the Planning Commission for 5-year terms, and motion carried.



Fletcher’s Grove, Phase II Bond Release: Town Manager Smith stated that the Planning Commission unanimously recommended to release the bond for Fletcher’s Grove, Phase II and accept the subdivision improvements at their February 26, 2013 meeting. She stated that in February 2012 the Mayor and Council entered into a 1-year Maintenance Agreement for the storm drains, roads, curbing and sidewalks within Fletcher’s Grove, Phase II, and that a final inspection of the improvements has been completed and all improvements meet the Town’s standards. Motions by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the release of the Fletcher’s Grove, Phase II Bond and accept the subdivision improvements, and motion carried.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Shafer Park: Town Manager Smith stated that the Clopper-Michael Post 10 American Legion has requested to hold their Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Shafer Park on Saturday, March 30, 2013 at 1:00 PM. Motions by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Haardt to approve the American Legion Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Shafer Park on Saturday, March 30, 2013 at 1:00 PM, and motion carried.

Annual Memorial Day Parade and Wreath Laying Ceremony: Assistant Mayor Long stated that the Boonsboro Memorial Day Parade will be held on Sunday, May 26, 2013 with the wreath laying ceremony at 1:00 PM and parade at 2:00 PM sponsored by the Boonsboro American Legion Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary. Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary Memorial Day Parade and wreath ceremony on May 26, 2013, and motion carried. 

Business Recognition – Mayor Kauffman stated that the Council discussed at their Workshop Meeting the plans to recognize Pharmacist Gary and Sally Haas for their dedication to the Town and his thirty-odd years of business of the Boonsboro Pharmacy by presenting him with a Town Proclamation. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the presenting of a Town Proclamation to Gary and Sally Haas, and motion carried.

COMMISSION REPORTS 
Police & Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting held on February 14, 2013. Discussions included plans for the 2013 National Night Out event, the Mission Statement for the role of businesses during NNO, the hiring of Martin Pitsnogle as the new Boonsboro Police Officer, and further discussion of including members of the Fire Department and Rescue Company in the Commission. The Commission met with Tom Bikle on February 23, 2013 to discuss Cemetery Lane. 

Park Board – C. Kauffman. Meeting held on February 28, 2013. Matt Scalese, of Boy Scout Troop 252, attended the meeting to discuss his Eagle Scout Project and working with the Board in organizing the planting of trees next year. Discussions included plans for the 25th Anniversary of the Wagon Train on May 19, plans for the Independence Day Celebration on July 3, the plans to purchase banners to advertise events in the Park, the $15,000 Chesapeake Bay Foundation Grant for the purchase of 200 trees for the Park over the next 3 years, and the Park Stream Clean-Up scheduled for March 23, 2013 from 1:30 PM to 4:30 PM. 

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on February 14, 2013. Discussions included the status of the Keedysville Spring House Phase I and II modifications, the review of the WWTP Operations and Maintenance Assessment, the Triad Engineering review of the Graystone sewer back-up and recommended solutions, the status of the Maple Avenue Waterline coupon testing, and the Water Fund Fiscal Year 2013 mid-year financial review. 

Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on February 26, 2013. Discussions included the recommendation of the Fletcher’s Grove Phase II Bond Release, the recommendation to reappoint Kim Koerting and Steve Jamison to the Commission, the recommendation of BZA13-02; Request for Special Exception, In-Home Daycare at 3 Chestnut Avenue, and a review of proposed revisions to Articles One, Three and Ten of the Zoning Ordinance. 

Economic Development Commission – J. Solberg. Cronise Market Place won the ‘Small Business of the Year Award’ at the Washington County Business Awards Banquet held on February 27, 2013, noting that Inn Boonsboro was a finalist but did not win this year. Meeting held on February 27, 2013. Discussions included the details of the Networking Breakfast, which will be held on March 15, 2013, plans for decorating the Warrenfeltz Building front windows, updates on the status of the Town brochure and welcome signs, the decision to hold the EDC meetings in the Town Hall Annex, the plans to purchase a wireless microphone for use during the Networking Breakfasts, the plans to contribute materials and a gift basket for the Main Street Maryland table at the MML Convention in Ocean City, and the upcoming Town events.  


Environmental Commission – B. Wetzel. Meeting held on February 12, 2013. Guest speakers and presentations included Lisbeth Fried, Program Manager for Sustainable Maryland Certified, Susan Simonson, of Antietam Creek Watershed Alliance (ACWA), and Doug Hutzell, of Beaver Creek Watershed Alliance. Discussions included the Strategic Planning Goals and Objectives for the BEC, an update from the Waste Reduction Committee, the recommendation to request approval from the Mayor and Council to proceed with the Chesapeake Bay Trust Grant Funding application for a Watershed Plan in Shafer Park, and the establishment of a sub-committee for trees. The BEC would like to encourage citizens to plant a tree for Arbor Day on April 3, 2013. 

Police Department Report – Chief Stanford. The Police Department received 198 calls for service, which included 38 motor vehicle violations and 0 Parking Citations for the month of February. Arrests for the month included one (1) adult arrest and zero (0) juvenile arrests. Chief Stanford traveled to Annapolis, Maryland on February 26, 2013 to support the legislation for the introduction of Special Deputization Powers for Police Officers in Maryland Municipalities. Officer Martin Pitsnogle will begin work or the Town on March 6, 2013.

Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Stated that she and Chief Stanford met with a representative from Optotraffic regarding school zone speed cameras
· Stated that the Fiscal Year 2014 Sanitation RFP and 2013 Mowing RFP have been placed out to bid and sealed bids will be opened on March 15, 2013
· Stated that SHA has notified the Town that the resident at 116 South Main Street has been approved for a handicapped parking zone in front of their property
· Stated that she has been working on preliminary Fiscal Year 2014 Budget information, which she will review at the March Workshop meeting. Requested that Commission Liaisons submit budgetary needs to her as soon as possible
· Stated that she and Council Member Wetzel met with GeoStellar regarding developing a scope of work for energy saving and solar power on February 15, 2013

CITIZEN COMMENTS:
Barinda Golden – Poem called “Our Lucky Doggy” dedicated to Police Chief Stanford
Frances Lynch – Inquired as to where the 200 trees will be purchased from for Shafer Park using the funds from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation Grant. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that plans are to work with a local nursery on Garis Shop Road.  

The meeting closed at 8:30 PM with a motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers and moved into Executive Session as permitted under Maryland State Article § 10-508(a) Section (1) to discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction, or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals, and motion carried.


Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller, 
Administrative Assistant








“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
                      03/04/2013          Page 1 of 3

