BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2013

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, January 7, 2013 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Janeen Solberg, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr. and Council Member Cynthia Kauffman were both absent due to a prior commitment. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Assistant Mayor Long.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the December 3, 2012 Public Hearing Minutes-Ordinance 2012-03; Recreational Vehicle/Trailer Parking Prohibited, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the December 3, 2012 Public Hearing Minutes-Ordinance 2012-04; Amendment to Allow for “In Home Vendors”, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the December 3, 2012 Regular Session Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the December 3, 2012 Executive Session Meeting Minutes as amended, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the December 2012 Treasurer’s Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the December 2012 Bills to be Paid and motion carried. 

Graystone Sewer Back-Up - Assistant Mayor Long stated that he spoke to representatives from the Maryland Environmental Services at the November MML Meeting regarding the issues with the sewer back-ups and I&I. He stated that they suggested that the Town place a ‘valve’ at the Waste Water Treatment Plant to be opened into the lagoon during heavy rains and storms and closed when the flows return to normal, and to process the collected sewerage at the Plant. Council Member Chambers stated that three years ago MDE originally told the Town that a valve could not be placed at the Treatment Plant for that use, but that the Utilities Commission will look into that as a possible solution. Mr. Dick Toms, of 12 Stouffer Avenue, voiced his concerns again regarding the sewer back-up in his basement caused by Super Storm Sandy in October 2012. He stated that he does not understand what the difference is between pumping the sewerage out of the manhole in front of his house rather than allowing it to run out of his basement back door during a back-up. Chairman Chambers stated that it is against MDE regulations to pump sewerage out of a manhole onto the ground. He stated that he would address the possibility of installing a valve and any other options to alleviate the sewage back-up with staff and Triad Engineering.  

Police Department Report – (Chief Stanford provided the department’s monthly report and left the meeting) The Police Department received 255 calls for service, which included 17 motor vehicle violations for the month of December. Arrests for the month included two (2) adult arrests and two (2) juvenile arrests for the possession with intent to distribute Controlled Dangerous Substances and possession of a stolen firearm.

CORRESPONDENCE
· The Washington County Chapter of the MML will hold their next meeting on January 28, 2013 in Sharpsburg
· Invitation to attend the First Hose Company of Boonsboro and The Rohrersville Road Substation Annual Appreciation and Awards Banquet on January 26, 2013

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Ordinance 2012-03; Recreational Vehicle/Trailer Parking Prohibited: Town Planner Clark stated that a Public Hearing was held at 6:30 PM for Ordinance 2012-03; Recreational Vehicle/Trailer Parking Prohibited prior to the November Meeting, noting that the Ordinance was then tabled for further review of citizen’s comments and to obtain the gross vehicle weight relevant to the vehicles being targeted in the prohibited parking regulations. She stated that Ordinance 2012-03 has been revised to reflect the comments made during the Meeting regarding the limited parking of commercial vehicles. She reviewed that Section 1.c has been added to define Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) and Section 2.b has been revised to limit the parking of commercial vehicles with a GVWR of 26,000 pounds or greater. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Chambers to approve Ordinance 2012-03; Recreational Vehicle/Trailer Parking Prohibited as presented, and motion carried.  

NEW BUSINESS
Filtration Project Debt Service; Account Closeout & Fund Disbursement: Town Manager Smith stated that the Boonsboro/Keedysville Filtration Project loan obtained in 1999 was scheduled to be paid off in 2017 based upon the $19 per quarter Equivalent Dwelling Unit (EDU) customer debt service rate. She stated that additional water connections added through the years provided the additional revenue to permit the Filtration loan to be paid off in 2012, five years earlier than anticipated. She further stated that the remaining funds in the Filtration Debt Reserve account of $93,211.88 after the loan pay-off need to be distributed back to Boonsboro and Keedysville so that the account can be closed. Town Manager Smith stated that the Boonsboro/Keedysville Regional Water Advisory Board has recommended distribution of the fund balance based on EDU’s, noting that Boonsboro has 1,606 EDU’s and Keedysville has 411 EDU’s, which equates to 79.6% of the funds for Boonsboro in the amount of $74,218.28 and 20.4% of the funds for Keedysville for $18,993.60. She further stated that this method of distribution has been recommended and approved by the Utilities Commission and is being recommended to the Mayor and Council for final approval due to the original loan being approved and signed by the Mayor and Council in 1998. Council Members Wetzel and Haardt inquired as to if the funds will be returned to the Town residents. Town Manager Smith stated that decision would be up to the Utilities Commission, but noted that Boonsboro’s portion of the disbursement is being proposed for a Water Fund project. Motion by Council Member Haardt, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the Boonsboro/Keedysville Filtration Project Debt Service account closeout and fund disbursement as presented, and motion carried.

Resolution 2013-01; To Support Participation in Sustainable Maryland Certified Municipal Certification Program: Council Member Wetzel stated that the Boonsboro Environmental Commission is recommending participation in the Sustainable Maryland Certified (SMC) Municipal Certification Program sponsored by the Maryland Municipal League, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Town Creek Foundation. She stated that it is a free and voluntary certification program for Municipalities in Maryland that want to go green, save money and take steps to sustain the quality of life. She further stated that SMC’s mission is to enhance livability for all Marylanders by helping Municipalities choose a direction for their sustainability efforts, improve access to resources needed to implement action, measure their progress and gain recognition for their accomplishments. Council Member Wetzel explained that to become Sustainable Maryland Certified, municipalities must complete and document actions which are part of a point system, such as forming a “Green Team” and promoting various community programs and natural resource plans, totaling 150 points as a SMC requirement. She stated that last year four municipalities participated in the Program and were honored at the MML Fall Conference, noting that this year more than twenty municipalities have already signed up. She stated that the first step is to approve Resolution 2013-01; To Support Participation in Sustainable Maryland Certified Municipal Certification Program which authorizes the Town to begin participation in the SMC Municipal Certification process and to appoint Boonsboro Environmental Commission’s Secretary Amanda Whitmore to act as the Town’s representative for the program, noting that both actions were approved by the BEC at their December 12, 2012 meeting. Council Member Wetzel concluded by stating that Boonsboro would be the first municipality in Washington County to participate in the SMC Program. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Haardt to approve Resolution 2013-01; To Support Participation in Sustainable Maryland Certified Municipal Certification Program as presented and to appoint Boonsboro Environmental Commission’s Secretary Amanda Whitmore as the Town’s representative for the Program, and motion carried. 

COMMISSION REPORTS 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Police & Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting held on December 13, 2012. Discussions included the ongoing concerns regarding the traffic flow on Cemetery Lane and plan to make a recommendation to the State Highway Administration to help improve the line of sight for vehicles turning left from Cemetery Lane onto South Main Street, and the purchasing of a new video surveillance camera system by the Police Department. Council Member Haardt stated he was approached by two fire fighter members of the First Hose Company of Boonsboro who are interested in serving as members on the Commission, which will be discussed with Commission Chairman Sarnecki at a later date. Council stated that in the past, two members of the Fire Department served on the Commission, Rick Beall and Dennis Reese. 

Park Board – H. Long. No formal meeting was held during the month of December due to Olde Tyme Christmas. 

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on December 13, 2012. Discussions included the update on the status of the MDE Source Water Protection Plan noting that Mark Eisner, of Advanced Land & Water, Inc., is still waiting for a response from the Washington County Commissioners on their position of the Wellhead Protection Plan, the status of the MDE Water Capacity Management Plan noting that the Town is still waiting on comments from Whitman Requardt and Associates before submitting the final Plan to MDE, Town Manager Smith provided the Commission Members with a copy of the Waste Water Treatment Plant Operation & Maintenance Assessment from CDM, which they will review and then discuss at the January meeting, the status update on the Maple Avenue waterline and the consensus to hire a flagging company and have the Public Works staff perform the build-up testing, the approval of $3,500 for the purchase of pipe and supply stock from L/B Water Service, the approval of $2,795.56 for the purchase of a water pipe locator from HD Supply, the update that the report from Triad Engineering regarding the Graystone sewer back-up in October 2012 has been received and is being reviewed for discussion at the January meeting, and the update on the Boonsboro-Keedysville Regional Water Board Annual True-Up meeting on December 12, 2012 and the decision for disbursement of the remaining Filtration Debt Reserve account funds between Boonsboro and Keedysville.

Planning Commission – H. Long. No formal meeting was held during the month of December.

Economic Development Commission – J. Solberg. Meeting held on January 2, 2013. Discussions included plans for the January 18, 2013 Networking Breakfast to be held at Vesta’s Restaurant, the announcement of the winners of the 2012 Scavenger Hunt, an update on the success of the Flat Frosties and Warrenfeltz Building front window decorations, an update that twenty-four businesses participated in Holiday in Boonsboro, the suggestion to work with the Park Board on the Town ‘welcome sign,’ and the moving forward and price quotes to produce the Town brochure by spring 2013.

Environmental Commission – B. Wetzel. Meeting held on December 11, 2012. The BEC formally elected Commission Officers. Discussions included the establishing of the Strategic Planning Committee, the formation of the Waste Reduction Committee, the scheduling of the tour of the Water and Sewer Facilities, the recommendation to the Mayor and Council to adopt Resolution 2013-01; To Support Participation in Sustainable Maryland Certified Municipal Certification Program and to appoint Secretary Amanda Whitmore as the Sustainable Maryland/Green Team Committee primary contact person, and Town Planner Clark’s brief overview of the Town’s 2009 Comprehensive Plan and Watershed Implementation Plan.

Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Stated that she has created a preliminary draft calendar listing all of the 2013 Town meetings and events, which are being reviewed by Mayor Kauffman and will be further reviewed by Council at the Workshop Meeting on January 22, 2013.
· Stated that the 2013 Street Sweeping Contract was placed out for sealed bids on December 12, 2012 with no bids being received. Stated that she has contacted the current contract holder, Clean-A-Lot, and they have agreed to perform the street sweeping for the month of January under the 2012 contract terms. Noted that the street sweeping will be further discussed at the Workshop Meeting.  
· Stated that staff and Assistant Mayor Long met on location on December 13, 2012 with County Civil Engineer Steve Stotelmyer regarding the storm water run-off issues at St Paul Street and Lakin Avenue. Mr. Stotelmyer will submit a detailed report to W.C. Director of Public Works Joe Kroboth by mid-January.  
· Stated that she appeared before the Washington County Recreational Board regarding the Program Open Space Grant Request for Fiscal Year 2014. Stated that the request has been submitted for an additional parking lot area at the new Park for the approximate bid cost of $75,000.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
Frances Lynch – Voiced concerns directed to the Economic Development Commission regarding the business located on North Main Street in the block between Orchard Lane and Ford Avenue, noting that it is not a good location for businesses due to it being located too far away from the Town Square. Council Member Solberg stated that Town Planner Clark meets with new business owners before they open to the public. Ms. Lynch inquired as to what the owner plans to do with the vacant building located on the corner of North Main and Potomac Streets, noting that it is a prime location for a prospering business. Council Member Solberg stated that the owner has no plans to sell the property at this time and is only open to certain concepts and business using the vacant space, noting that there is nothing that the Town can do. 
Brigitte Schmidt – Stated that she is in favor of providing an additional parking area at the new Park and inquired as to what paving method would be used. She stated that as a member of the Boonsboro Environmental Commission, she hoped that the Town is looking into pervious paving methods. Town Manager Smith stated that it might be a requirement from the State for the POS Fiscal Year 2014 Grant, noting that it will be further discussed if the request is considered. 

Council Member Chambers inquired as to the status of the Charter Committee, noting that it has been approximately eight months since anything has been reported on the progress. Town Manager Smith stated that the Town Charter has been submitted to Attorney Wantz for his review. Council Member Chambers stated that he understands, but feels that each member of the Council should have received a copy for their personal review. Town Manager Smith stated Attorney Wantz is reviewing the proposed Charter Amendments to provide guidance so that the Committee knows that they are moving in the right direction and is not actually approving any changes, noting that she will check on the status.

The meeting closed at 8:42 PM with a motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Wetzel.



Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant



























“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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