BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2013

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, December 2, 2013 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present was Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Megan Clark. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 

· Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the November 4, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Janeen Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the November 18, 2013 Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the November 2013 Treasurer’s Report, and motion carried.  
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the November 2013 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

Mayor Kauffman welcomed Sabrina Blair, Boonsboro Middle School Teacher. Ms. Blair thanked the Mayor, Council, and Boonsboro Environmental Commission for sponsoring her attendance at the 2013 North American Association for Environmental Education Conference in Baltimore, Maryland on October 9-12th. Ms. Blair stated the conference focused on bringing environmental education from the schools to the community.

CORRESPONDENCE
· Invite received from the Town of Williamsport to attend the Charlie Brown Christmas Tree event in the Williamsport Town Barn
· The Mayor attended the November 8th Veteran’s Day presentation at the Boonsboro High School and commended the students, teachers, and staff for achieving the National Blue Ribbon School status
· Maryland Municipal League announced reinstating the Highway User Revenue to the municipalities would be the legislative priority for the upcoming year
· The meeting minutes of the Keedysville Schoolhouse Committee were shared and the Mayor stated the Schoolhouse is available for various meetings and functions
· The Mayor stated the theme of the “If I Were Mayor Contest” this year would be Engaging My Community.

NEW BUSINESS 
Ordinance 2013-02; Wastewater Treatment Plant Debt Rate: Mayor Kauffman stated a public hearing was held prior to the regular meeting for the $22.50 quarterly charge, to be effective January 1, 2014 and billed beginning March 30, 2014, to help pay for the eight million dollar loans of the state mandated wastewater treatment plant. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Solberg, to adopt Ordinance 2013-02: Wastewater Treatment Plant Debt Rate, and motion carried.

Fiscal Year 2013 Audit:  Mayor Kauffman stated Wayne Becker and Charlie Heilmann-Brier of Smith, Elliott, Kearns & Company presented the Fiscal Year 2013 Audit Summary for the year ending June 30, 2013 of the General, Water, and Sewer Funds to the Mayor and Council at the November 18, 2013 workshop meeting. Mayor Kauffman briefly reviewed the highlights from the Financial Statement Summary, stating that the General Fund has a fund balance of $3,415,476, an increase of $285,146 from FY12. The Water Fund ended the year with an operating net income of $86,369 and a net loss of $381,553 while the Sewer Fund had an operating loss of $10,099 and a net loss of $438,438 attributed to the debt incurred for the Waste Water Treatment Plant. Motion by Council Member Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the 2013 Fiscal Year Audit, and motion carried.

Recommendation to Establish Energy Reduction and Renewable Energy Plan:  Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark presented the MEA Energy Reduction & Renewable Energy Plan, noting that it is a requirement of the MEA Smart Energy Communities Program. She stated additional information will be added to the plan upon the completion of the four energy audits of Town Hall, Town Hal Annex, Community Center, and Maintenance Shop.  She stated the plan will also continually be updated to reflect energy reduction and renewable energy measures as implemented. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Kauffman to approve the Energy Reduction and Renewable Energy Plan, and motion carried.

Recommendation for MEA Additional Project Funding: Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark stated the Maryland Energy Administration (MEA) is offering more grant funding for energy efficient and renewable energy projects. She stated the application is due December 19, 2013 and she would like to submit an application for an energy efficient project. Motion by Council Member Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to apply for additional grant funding with MEA, and motion carried. 

Fiscal Year 2015 POS Funding Application: Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark stated that as part of the Project Open Space (POS) Funding process, Washington County is required to adopt an annual program and the County requires participants in the program to submit their funding request for the next Fiscal Year and 5-years out by December 13, 2013. She stated the Park Board has reviewed a project list based upon the Park Development Concept Plan dated 2002, and recommends engineering and construction costs for a pedestrian bridge near the fishing pond are applied for fiscal year 2015. The Park Board also recommended the following additional projects are applied for in future years: FY16: Engineering and Construction costs for walking trails; FY17: Construction of additional walking trails and equipment for trails, ie. Benches, signs; FY18: Tot Lot Engineering and Construction; and FY19: Dog Park Engineering and Construction. Motion by Council Member Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to apply for engineering and construction costs of a pedestrian bridge in FY15 and submit further projects for planning purposes, and motion carried.

2014 Calendar of Meetings and Special Event Dates: The Council reviewed the 2014 Calendar of Meeting and Special Event dates for 2014. The Council discussed changes including the July 4th Celebration, personnel meeting dates, and closing Town Hall on December 26, 2014. The Council agreed to the proposed calendar with the changes discussed and recommended the calendar is posted on the Town Webpage.

Orchard Drive Map Amendment: Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark stated based upon the comments received at the joint public hearing with the Planning Commission and Council on November 26, 2013, the Planning Commission recommended parcels 529 and 530 on Orchard Drive be rezoned to Suburban Residential.  Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the request to rezone parcels 529 and 530 on Orchard Drive to Suburban Residential, and motion carried.
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Recommendation to Fill Superintendent Position: Acting Town Manager/Town Planner Clark stated two applications were received for the Water and Waste Water Superintendent Position and Assistant Mayor Long, BMUC Chairman Terry Davis, Superintendent Rick Painter and she conducted interviews on November 12, 2013.  She stated the BMUC discussed the applicants at their regular meeting in November and unanimously recommended the promotion of W&WW Operator Shumaker to the position as the Water and Waste Water Superintendent. Motion by Council Member Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to appoint Pete Shumaker as Water and Wastewater Superintendent, and motion carried. 

Ethics Commission Appointments: Mayor Kauffman stated he would like to appoint Sabrina Blair, George Messner, and Rick Bishop to serve on the three-member Ethics Commission, charged with fulfilling the requirements of the Town’s Ethics Ordinance. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Kauffman, to appoint Sabrina Blair, George Messner, and Rick Bishop to the Ethics Commission contingent upon the acceptance of the appointees, and the motion carried.  

COMMISSION REPORTS 
Park Board –C. Kauffman. Meeting held on November 20, 2013. Discussions included finalizing plans for the Olde Tyme Christmas event on December 6, 2013, recommendations for public open space funding for the next five years, and decorating a flat frostie. A brief discussion was held on options for implementing a Christmas Parade on Main Street.  

Utilities Commission –K. Chambers. Meeting held on November 14, 2013. Guests included Jean Reese of 703 North Main Street and Julie Green of 701 North Main Street regarding the past and ongoing sewer back-up issues on their properties. Discussions included the South Main Street CCTV results noting that no leaks were found in the lines that would be causing the I&I issues, the approval of the Tap Allocation Policy for a first come-first serve distribution of water and sewer taps, the approval to promote Water/Waste Water Operator Pete Shumaker to the position of Water/Waste Water Superintendent after current Superintendent Rick Painter’s retirement, the MDE proposed new regulations for water appropriation permits and the approval to contact Advanced Land and Water, Inc. to review and represent the Town in regards to the new regulations.

Planning Commission –H. Long. Meeting held on November 26, 2013. Discussions included a presentation of plans for Fletcher’s Grove future development by Chris Ganley and Jim Draper, the approval to recommend the Map Amendment to rezone the Orchard Drive parcels 529 and 530 to Suburban Residential to the Mayor and Council, the agreement to not allow the proposed Kells Minor Subdivision at the rear of 243 North Main Street based upon the zoning requirements not being met, and the plans to hold a Quarterly Joint Meeting between the Planning Commission and Utilities Commission.

Economic Development Commission –J. Solberg. The Networking Breakfast was held on November 15, 2013 at 7:30 AM at Vesta Restaurant. Brigitte Schmidt, Boonsboro Environmental Commission Chair, was the featured speaker, presenting on the Maryland Green Registry and Sustainable Maryland Certified Program. The next networking breakfast is scheduled for January 17, 2014 with Leslie Haardt, Washington County EDC, to present. The Council also discussed the November 7th Girls Night Out Event, and Holiday In Boonsboro to be held on Saturday, December 7, 2013. 

Environmental Commission –B. Wetzel. Meeting held on November 12, 2013. Discussions included the approval of the final version of the Strategic Plan Executive Summary, the County’s consideration of an RDF (Refuse Derived Fuel Incinerator)Plant, the approval to recommend the Energy Reduction and Renewable Action Plan to the Mayor and Council, the approval to recommend the Smart Energy Community Additional Funding Grant proposal to the Mayor and Council,  the suggestion to put together a Green News supplemental Towns newsletter, the upcoming Commission Elections in December, and updates from the Waste Reduction Subcommittee, the Tree Subcommittee and the Public Education/Outreach Subcommittee. 

Police Department Report – The Police Department received 317 calls for service, which included 48 motor vehicle violations for the month of November. There was one adult arrest for the month.

Acting Town Manager’s Report – M. Clark.
· Stated that the new computers are installed, including updated water/sewer billing software 
· Stated that the Keedysville Springhouse Water Line project would begin after the first of the new year
· Stated that the Town had received approval of FY14 POS Funding proposal for $73,500 for an overflow parking lot off Potomac Street
· Reminded the Council and public the yard debris site would be open on December 21st from 8am until 12pm; Town Hall would be closed on December 24th and 25th for the Christmas Holiday and January 1st for New Year’s Day; and Christmas Tree pickup would begin on Monday, December 29th. 

Mayor Kauffman closed the meeting at 8:50 PM, and motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Kimberly A. Miller, Administrative Assistant
Megan Clark, Acting Town Manager/Town Planner

 “In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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