
BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2011

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, December 5, 2011 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, Barbara Wetzel, and Janeen Solberg. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. The Mayor took a moment to remember Boonsboro Police Sergeant Rich Poffenberger who passed away suddenly on December 1, 2011, and was buried this morning.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve the November 7, 2011 Regular Session Minutes as amended, and motion carried.

· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the November 7, 2011 Executive Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the November 21, 2011 Workshop Minutes as amended, with Council Member Wetzel abstaining, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the November 2011 Treasurer’s Report, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the November 2011 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 
CORRESPONDENCE

· Proclamation presented to David Heim, of Boy Scout Troop 20 in Boonsboro, for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout. His Court of Honor was held on November 19, 2011

· Informative letter from Carolyn Brooks, founder and Chairperson of Character Counts, regarding becoming involved in the Character Counts Program 

· 2011 Washington County Christmas Event brochure
· Thanksgiving letter from Senator Ben Cardin

· Assistant Mayor Long read a reminder from the MML meeting in Clear Spring reminding everyone to speak to the State Representatives before the General Assembly Session regarding reinstating the State Highway User Revenue and Police Aide 

·  The Mayor attended the Mount Nebo Church senior citizen luncheon on November 8, 2011

· The Mayor attended the Boonsboro High School Veteran’s Day Ceremony on November 11, 2011. The High School Athletic Director asked the Mayor to find a veteran to perform the coin toss at the State Football Playoff game that evening. The Mayor asked his father, Charles Kauffman, Sr., a World War II veteran, to perform the toss. 
· The Mayor attended the Washington County Library Fundraiser at the Boonsboro Library on November 18, 2011

· The Washington County Chapter of the Maryland Municipal League held their Legislative Night on November 28, 2011 in Clear Spring. Four State Representatives attended.

· Olde Tyme Christmas was held on December 2, 2011 and the American Legion Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary’s Annual Children’s Christmas Party was held on Sunday, December 4, 2011

· Assistant Mayor Long stated that there was a great turnout at Shafer Park. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman extended a thank you, on behalf of the Park Board, to the Town staff for decorating the Park and helping add to the success of the event. Council Member Wetzel agreed that the event was very successful, but stated that the new PA system was not used and that it would have helped to use it. 
· Flat Frosties Main Street Snowmen event and scavenger hunt is going on now through December 12, 2011 at 6:00 PM. There are 52 snowmen decorating the Main Street lampposts. 

· Main Street businesses hosted the “Holiday In Boonsboro” event on Saturday, December 3, 2011. Council Member Solberg stated that the event was very successful

· The Mayor took a moment to remember Jerry Strailman who passed away on December 3, 2011. He stated that Mr. Strailman and his wife Virginia were both the Town voting registrars for many years and that Mr. Strailman co-founded the Boonsboro Little League and supported the Boonsboro Junior Basketball League in many ways.
NEW BUSINESS:
Park Expansion Loan Refinance Proposals: Town Manager Smith stated that consensus was given at the Workshop meeting to move forward with the proposal that received from Susquehanna Bank to amend the current interest only construction loan agreement for the Park Expansion Project to a principal and interest termed loan on the balance of $1.5 million at a fixed rate of 2.89% for a term of 10-years with an average annual principal and interest payment of $175,000.00 per year. She further stated that the Town does have the ability to pay off the balance of the note earlier than 10-years if longer-term financing should become available through a State or Federal funding program. 
She further stated that loan payments would continue to be made from the estimated annual $180,000 per year Park Expansion Tax Reserve. Town Manager Smith stated that the additional phases of the proposed park development will be predicated on the reinstatement of Program Open Space funding and other possible funds including the creation of the ‘Friend of Shafer Park‘ foundation. Town Manager Smith stated that Phase 2 is projected to consist of the access road connecting the new park entrance on Potomac Street to the existing park, pavilions, a tot lot, a dog park and walking trails.  Phase 3 is the proposed construction of a community/aquatic center.

Town Manager Smith presented the Mayor and Council with Resolution 2011-06, which is amended from Resolution 2004-05 for the original $2 million Park Expansion Construction Loan. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve Resolution 2011-06 for Susquehanna Bank’s proposal to refinance the Park Expansion Loan balance of $1.5 million at a fixed rate of 2.89% for a term of 10-years, and motion carried.  

Donation Request: The Mayor stated that the Town received a donation request from the American Legion Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary for their Annual Children’s Christmas Party, which was held on Sunday, December 4, 2011. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the donation of $100 to the American Legion Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary for their Annual Children’s Christmas Party, with Council Member Cynthia Kauffman and Council Member Mose abstaining, and motion carried.
The Mayor stated that Dave Moore submitted a proposal to pre-salt the Town streets before winter storms, and inquired as to where that proposal now stands. Town Manager Smith stated that the process known as ‘brining’ applies a liquid salt-product to streets before a snow and/or ice storm is anticipated. She further stated that based on the limited HUR funding available for snow removal and the minimal mileage of street area the town has, the “brining” process may increase the cost of snow removal, but would present the information to the Mayor and Council for their review.  

The Mayor stated that he would like the State Highway to give an in-service training to the Town staff on snow plowing and the salt application process.
COMMISSION REPORTS 
Police & Public Safety Commission – J. Solberg. Meeting held on November 10, 2011. Bob Glausier fell during the October snowstorm and has not been able to attend the meetings. Discussions included the effort to name the un-named alleys in Town, the ongoing traffic concerns from Mr. Russell Palmer and Mr. Tim Roberts on High Street and the decision for Chairman Sarnecki to address their concerns in a letter, and the question regarding the possible need for white ‘turning’ arrows to be painted at the intersection of Chase Six Boulevard and Alternate Route 40. 
Park Board – C. Kauffman. The Park Board did not meet during the month of November 2011, but did meet to fill luminary bags for Olde Tyme Christmas. Reported that Olde Tyme Christmas was a great success with many children in attendance.
· Letter from Celeste Maiorana, of the Washington County Forestry Board, stating that she plans to fence in the chestnut grove and natural forest grove behind the new Park and replace the dead trees with new trees. The letter also stated that Boonsboro Middle School teacher Sabrina Blair and her student Environmental Club will assist with the planting and maintenance. Ms. Maiorana also stated in her letter that she would assist the Park Board and Town in applying for The Maryland Urban and Community Forestry Committee Grant, which helps community groups fund tree planting and education projects statewide to enhance Maryland’s urban forest.
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on November 10, 2011. Discussions included the sewer system smoke testing pending corrections and the decision to have Town staff repair the broken clean-out at the foreclosure property, the denying of a request from Ken Clements to utilize the existing septic on his property for a new proposed building, the ongoing need to determine the Interim Operational Agreement between Boonsboro and Keedysville for the new water tower and system in Keedysville, and the review of a letter from TT&K’s attorney regarding the request for a pumping station verses a gravity fed system for their development. 
Planning Commission – H. Long. The Commission did not meet during the month of November 2011.
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. The Commission did not meet during the month of November 2011. The next Networking Breakfast will be held on January 20, 2012. 
Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Council of Governments will hold their meeting on January 26, 2012. The Community Outreach will hold their meeting on January 12, 2012.
Police Department Report – Reported by Town Manager Smith for Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 376 calls for service, which included 61 motor vehicle violations and 10 parking citations. Arrests for the month of November included one (1) adult arrest and zero (0) juvenile arrests. It was also noted that the Chief would present a proposal to advertise for the vacancy at the Police Department at the next M&C meeting.
Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Met with Chris Anders and Ron Leggett regarding the “Maryland My Maryland” re-enactment event and details are being finalized for the 2012 event.
· The bi-annual LGIT Hazard Evaluation was conducted in Town on November 15, 2011
· Request to keep the Debris Site open on the third Saturday of each month throughout the winter for access to the lot and oil recycling beginning on December 17, 2011. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Chambers to approve keeping the Debris Site open on the third Saturday of each month throughout the winter, and motion carried.  
The Mayor stated that traditionally there is not a Workshop meeting during the month of December due to holiday schedules. Council Member Wetzel again stated that she feels there is no consistency with Workshop meetings due to the six MML meetings throughout the year and suggested holding the Workshop meetings on the third Monday of each month. 
The Mayor stated that he is reading Nora Robert’s ‘The Next Always’ The Inn BoonsBoro Trilogy, Book 1, and recommends that everyone reads it.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
Frances Lynch: Inquired as to when the Charter Review Committee will have the Town Charter revised, and stated that it has been 20 months since the Committee was established and that a deadline should be set for Election Day on May 8, 2012. She further stated that she feels that the number of years a person should be a resident in the Town before running for office should be increased from 3 years to 5 years. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that the Committee is on the last article of the Charter. She stated that the revision is a very lengthy process which also requires the re-typing of the Charter, (and review by the town Attorney) and that the Committee will be meeting in January.
Barinda Golden: Two holiday poems titled “Natalie’s Kitchen” and “Mr. & Mrs. Klaus’s House”.

The Meeting closed at 8:25 PM and moved into Executive Session to discuss a potential litigation matter and two personal matters as permitted under Section 10-508(a)(7) of the Annotated Code of MD.
Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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