Draft
Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, MAY 13, 2015

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairperson Rosemary James, Jessica Renner, and Laura Schnackenberg, 
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
		

ABSENT:	Secretary Kathy Vesely, Amanda Whitmore, Anthony Dowell, Scott McIlwee, ,Rebecca Wildberger


PRESIDING: Chairperson Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairperson Brady declared the regular Minutes of the March 2015 Meetings approved. Approved.

GUEST: Maggie Schmidt 
Maggie Schmitt from Boonsboro Elementary spoke of the garden started at her school this year and requested a donation of one compost bin for the benefit of the students and the school. Member Schnackenberg asked what would be collected and from where. Maggie explained that they would be collecting compostable food waste at the school. Member James invited Maggie to the next BEC meeting where organic gardener will speaker. Member Schnackenberg questioned if we can donate a compost bin, Liaison Schmitt said she had discussed the previously with Megan Clark and suggested this (Maggie coming asking for donation) so there should be no issue. Members further discussed the schools need for two compost bins but agreed one to start. Member Schnackenberg motioned that we donate a bin and Member Renner seconded, Member Brady conducted a vote via email and the motion passed. 

DISCUSSION

Boonsboro Farmer’s Market

[bookmark: _GoBack]Leslie Hart spoke of the long held interest in having a farmers market in Boonboro, Member Renner and Leslie Hart had met previously and discussed the idea and details. The proposed market would be held every Tuesday 4:00 -7:00 starting in June and ending September with potential locations at the library and Shafer Park (pavilion 1) targeting small farmers less than 25 acres. Typically there is one market manager but this year the responsibilities would be split between Leslie Hart, Jessica Renner, and two members of the EDC. Liaison Schmidt wanted to be sure that it would be a market and not craft fair that appropriate signage of where produce comes from is visible, and details on what rules would be. Leslie assured that farm name location would be required. After discussion it was decided that it should be held at Shafer Park, baseball fields are still open but shouldn’t conflict. Member Schnackenberg will contact Kim in Town Hall to reserve pavilions, Leslie will get a quote for insurance; Member Renner will get a quote for signage. Member Renner will present the idea at the Town Workshop on May 19 and be present on June 1 for official vote as well as at Park Board meeting May 27 for Park Board approval. Member Schnackenberg will ask the library about the possibility of a market at the library as a back up, noting it could conflict with the library because Tuesday 4:00 to 7:00 is during business hours. Member James motioned to support the farmers market with up to $500 in BEC funds for insurance and signage, Member Schnackenberg seconded, Member Brady conducted a vote via email and the motion passed. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Vice Chairperson James stated they needed to prioritize goals and issues.  

Trees – No report.

Public Education/Outreach – Organic Gardening will be the topic at next month’s meeting.
 
Green Team – No Report
 
TOWN UPDATES
Town Council – Council Liaison Schmidt stated in June the parking lot near the lacrosse fields will be paved with pervious pavement. Solar panels will be mounted at the former wastewater treatment lagoon hopefully by the end of summer. She also stated the Safety Committee is looking for new members.  The Council is also discussing Pay As You Throw and is participating in the Military Banner program and the Fiscal Year 2016 budgets. 


COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member Renner stated several people had approached her about walkability, the light changing at Main Street and the new developments increasing traffic. Member Renner volunteered to help make pedestrian safety a priority this summer. 

The Commission discussed pedestrian safety further regarding the change of the traffic signal at Main Street and Potomac/St Paul Street. They noted there is a bypass planned to relieve traffic but that is not projected for 5 to 10 years. Additional signage from SHA and a pedestrian safety awareness campaign is recommended. 

Council Liaison Schmidt stated Sustainable Shepherdstown will host green drinks at the Blue Moon May 19 at 6:00. 

ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:17 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary

                  
 
 
 

