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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2012
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman W. Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, Steve Jamison, Secretary Kim Koerting, Dan Ebersole and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long, Absent: David Parmelee and David Ambrose 
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
Guest: Ed Schreiber, Frederick, Seibert, & Associates
PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman W. Carvel Wright declared the meeting minutes of the September 26, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission approved as submitted.
NEW BUSINESS
MINOR SUBDIVISION: LOTS 1 & 2, JGC ENTERPRISES
Town Planner Clark presented a proposed Minor Subdivision of 315 North Main Street to the Planning Commission. She stated the subdivision proposes to divide the existing lot into two lots, with the new lot fronting along Center Street. The proposed subdivision meets the Zoning and Subdivision regulations, with the exception of the existing garage on the rear of the property. She stated there is an existing garage on the property which would be a part of the new lot, but requires a variance since the garage sits within the newly created front setback and side setback. Town Planner Clark stated the applicant has applied for a variance of these setbacks and is scheduled for a hearing on November 20, 2012. In addition, an application for Forest Conservation Exemption has been forwarded to Washington County Planning for approval. 
Secretary Koerting made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINOR SUBDIVISION FOR JGC ENTERPRISES CONTINGENT UPON AN APPROVED FOREST CONSERVATION EXEMPTION AND APPROVAL OF THE VARIANCE REQUEST. Vice-Chairman Maricle seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: BZA12-11, Request for Variance

Town Planner Clark stated, as discussed in the previous item, an application to reduce the front setback to two-tenths of a foot (0.2’) and reduce the side setback to seven-tenths of a foot (0.7’) for an existing structure on a newly proposed lot had been received. The Commission discussed the request and agreed since the structure was in existence before the new lot, a recommendation for approval should be made. 
Vice-Chairman Maricle made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPROVAL OF THE VARIANCE REQUEST. Secretary Koerting seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
DISCUSSION

ORDINANCE 2012-04: TRADER’S LICENSE
Town Planner Clark stated at the September Planning Commission meeting, the Commission had requested an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to change the process for those wishing to obtain a trader’s license for sale of items outside of their home. Town Planner Clark stated she came up with Ordinance 2012-04, which would amend the Zoning Ordinance by creating a new definition for “In-Home Vendors” and permitting the use in all zoning districts. She stated the definition of In-Home Vendors allows someone to use their home address for a trader’s license, and requires the property owner to obtain a Zoning Permit. Member Ebersole suggested revising the definition to ensure that all components of the definition were required to be met. The Commission agreed. 
Member Ebersole made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 2012-04, ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT FOR IN-HOME VENDORS, WITH THE DEFINITION REVISED AS DISCUSSED. Vice-Chairman Maricle seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

SB236 TIER MAPPING

Town Planner Clark stated the Mayor and Council had approved the recommendation from the Planning Commission for the entire municipal boundary to be designated as a Tier I. In the meantime, the State had changed their interpretation of a Tier I to mean a property currently has to be served by public sewer. This change would have an impact on the recently annexed properties since the majority of these properties are currently not served public sewer. Town Planner Clark recommended revising the previous recommendation to avoid state comments and a subsequent public hearing. She suggested designating all of the annexed properties as a Tier II, with the exception of the Dean and Ringley Properties, within Fletcher’s Grove, since they have sewer. 
The Commission discussed the new interpretation and agreed this explanation more closely followed the State guidance document. 

Vice-Chairman Maricle made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO DESIGNATE THE NEWLY ANNEXED PROPERTIES EXCEPT THE DEAN AND RINGLEY PROPERTIES AS TIER II, AND THE REMAINDER OF THE TOWN AS A TIER I IN ACCORDANCE WITH SENATE BILL 236. Member Jamison seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Town Planner Clark stated for the Zoning Text Amendment to amend NC Zoning Uses and include Amateur Radio Facilities had been approved by the Mayor and Council.
CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT
None
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 7:47 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator

