

 BOONSBORO MUNICIPAL UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

August 16, 2016
The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission held its regular monthly meeting in the Town Hall Annex.  In attendance were Commission Chairman Terry Davis, Commission Members Bobby Mose, Eric Kitchen, Ray Hoffman, and Todd Kennedy.  Town Engineer Brian Hopkins, Public Works Superintendent Greg Huntsberry and Utilities Superintendent Pete Shumaker were also in attendance.  The meeting convened at 7:00 PM.
· Motion by Member Kitchen, second by Member Hoffman, to move the resignation of the chairman to the last item on the agenda, to eliminate the elect a new chairperson agenda item, and to have the vice chairperson take over the next meeting..  The motion carried.
· Motion by Member Hoffman, second by Member Mose, to approve the July Regular Meeting Minutes.  The motion carried.
· Treasurer Kitchen read the July Treasurer’s reports for the Water and Sewer Funds.  Motion by Member Hoffman, second by Member Mose to approve the Treasurer’s reports for June, and motion carried. 
· Treasurer Kitchen read the Bills to be paid report for the Water and Sewer Funds.  Motion by Member Hoffman, second by Member Kitchen, to approve the bills to be paid and the motion carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Sewer I&I Project – Project Status Report: Town Engineer Hopkins reported on the progress of the Sewer I&I project.  He stated that over 7,000 feet of sewer mains had been rehabilitated by Cast-in-Place Pipe and that the pipe rehabilitation had finished up.  As a result of the rehabilitation, the flow meters around town are showing a marked reduction in infiltration of groundwater into the sewer.  A few days of flow monitoring is left on the contract.  Review of the post construction videos and submittals for the lining work is ongoing and final payment will be made once the review is complete and all test results are in.
Knode Circle: Town Engineer Hopkins and Public Works Superintendent Greg Huntsberry reported on the progress of the Knode Circle project.  Quotes had been obtain for the materials, rental equipment, and subcontracted boring and tapping services.  The total project cost is estimated at around $50,000.  The boring and tapping services quote came in at approximately $20,000.  Staff requested to put the boring and tapping service work out to bid
Motion was made by Member Kitchen seconded by member Hoffman to bid the tapping and boring work and the motion carried.
Knode Circle: Town Engineer Hopkins and Superintendent Shumaker reported on the trials of the volute press att he wwtp.
Shafer park well:  Superintendent Shumaker said a pressure reducing valve was bad at the wtp and should be replaced.

Motion was made by Member Hoffman seconded by member Kennedy to prucahse a new valve for 1715  and the motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Commission Vacancy: Four candidates Anthony Nalley, Colin Shanaberger, Ernest Harr, and Eldon Jones applied to fill the commission vacancy.  
Ernest Harr was interviewed first and was asked about his background and interest and how long he had lived in Boonsboro.  He stated he had lived ion Boonsboro since 1978, his children went to school here, He has been in the environmental consulting field for over 30 years, has a bachelors degree, and has experience in chemical measurements, and he worked in the laboratory at the Hagerstown waste water treatment plant previously and did field studies of the wastewater coming to the treatment plant.  He stated he has more time for volunteer work now and would enjoy being part of a group which addresses problems.  
Colin Shanaberger was interviewed next, he stated he had worked in Boonsboro previously and was familiar with the system that he had always been part of Boonsboro, and thought young blood should be involved with the process.  Commission member Kennedy asked about his experience and he related he had worked on water mains, installing meters, installing back flow valves and other related activities.  He stated he work at a treatment plant currently and will be going to a job in the utilities at Frederick County and that he would be able to make night meetings.

Anthony Nalley was interviewed next, he stated he was a resident for 26 years, had a degree in business, and was experienced in management.  When asked about his experience related to the appointment he said he didn’t have any experience in water or sewer but was willing to learn.  He was asked about his business degree and said it was a associated degree from Hagerstown junior college.  He was asked about his experience in juggling competing financial priorities and he states number was his game and he was competent in spreadsheets and juggling numbers.

Eldon Jones was not present at the meeting.

Commission chair Davis thanked the candidates for coming in.

Public Comments:  Anthony Nalley spoke to the commission regarding his mother-in-laws property and past due bills.  He stated that he had heard hearsay that the committee made a resolution about a dispute last meeting on the same night the matter was brought before the commissions.  He stated Commissioner Davis had not contacted his mother-in-law in person soon enough to and the other property owner Harold got a letter from the clerk offering to reduce the outstanding balance from $1700 to $1017 and he was disappointed.  He made the claim for his in law that bills did not come in the mail until the last one.  He demanded to know from Superintendent Huntberry why the meter was not pulled and said he was supposed to do it.  Superintendent Huntsberry stated that he had said last meeting the property owner has to make a written request to avoid the liability form the town of back siphoning the home when the meter and associated check valve was removed and that no request had come in with the waiver.  Anthony Nally claimed this was not said at the meeting and he continued on about how he and his in laws were frustrated and someone was lying.  He stated they had contacted legal representatives, wanted arbitration.    Commission Davis said he had contacted both the owner within 30 days and disputed some of what Anthony Nalley Said. He stated he had done additional investigation of the situation at the request of the owners.  Superintendent Huntberry sated to Mr. Nally speaking to you as a human being I did not lie and I did tell your in laws at the meeting that a written consent form has to come in and a work order issued to pull the meter.  Member Kitchen stated a decision was not made last meeting and the hearsay Mr. Nalley was presenting was false.  Member Kitchen said he had done an analysis as had others and wanted to present it to the commission before anything was presented to the property owners.  The commissioners stated the matter was ongoing and that they were obligated to check with legal council first and that he did have a life.  Marilee Kerns spoke and thanked the commission for their service in a thankless job, then spoke about having policy, procedures, taking the personality out of things, arbitration, fairness, timelines, and more on the claim they did not receive bills and about the fixed charge and not receiving product.
ENGINEERING REPORT – B. Hopkins
•Stated development and permits continues to be steady; he has been busy administrating the sewer rehabilitation work and town projects and new development and that public work fixed one leaking manhole and he had repaired another.
UTILITIES REPORT- P. Shumaker 

• Stated the Park Well was running again, but needed a valve and he needed and new chlorine analysis at the WWTP. Motion by Member Hoffman, seconded by member Kennedy to approve getting a new chlorine analyzer and the motion carried.
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT- G. Huntsberry
• Stated staff has been working hard supporting the development project including tapping of the main for AC&T and installed meters in Kinsley Height which has vastly improved efficiency in meter reads.  He stated they had doen training with echologics for the new correlator.  He said two members of his crew and passed state certification for water.
Motion to adjourn regular session as made at 8:50 PM and to move into Executive Session per Article, §3-305(b)(8), (8) to consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential litigation and motion carried unanimously.  by Member Hoffman seconded by member Kennedy and the motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted, 



Todd Kennedy, Secretary

Prepared by: 
B. Hopkins, Town Engineer
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