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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, May 14, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Bill Brady, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Rosemary James, Scott McIlwee, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager 

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the April 18, 2014 Regular Meeting approved with corrections.

GUESTS
Amanda Kerr, Environmental Science student at Northwestern University and Boonsboro resident, introduced herself and commended the Commission for their efforts. She stated she is interested in helping the Town on projects. Town Manager Clark thanked Ms. Kerr and stated she thought Amanda could help with the walkability analysis. 

SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED
Documentation Status: Submission due June 30. Pending items include uploading the business directory, minutes for Networking Breakfasts, Green Fest documentation, volunteer opportunities and documentation needed.
Submission Process: After submission, there is a month-long review process, going to two different boards for review. We will find out if our application for certification is approved by mid-August. The award will be presented at the MML Fall Conference: September 11, 2014, in Annapolis.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Tawes Award for a Clean Environment: The BEC was selected for the 2014 Award! Chairperson Schmidt stated the judges enjoyed our newsletter, annual report, and progress. The following people will be going to the Award presentation and luncheon in Annapolis: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Council Liaison Barb Wetzel, Town Manager Megan Clark, and original Boonsboro Task Force members: Rosemary James, Laura Schnackenberg and Kathy Vesely. Also selected was Janeen Solberg, an original Task Force member as well as a Green Team member.
Green Fest Update: Co-Chairperson Wetzel stated we had an attendance of approximately 3500 people. It was an amazing event. Chairperson Schmidt (Clothing Swap Coordinator) stated 3000 pieces of clothing went to Washington County Children in Need, over 8000 pieces were swapped, and $500 in proceeds went to the Micah’s Backpack program. Volunteer Coordinator Vesely stated there were over 100 volunteers and Chairperson James stated the speaker presentations were wonderful and well-attended. 

NEW BUSINESS
Draft Zero Waste Plan: Town Manager Clark stated she would like the Waste Reduction Task Force to consider sending comments on the State Zero Waste Plan to MDE. The draft Plan is open for public comment and comments are required to be submitted by May 23. Town Council Liaison Wetzel and Members Dowell, James, and Renner will work on their sections of the draft Plan and get them back to Member James by May 23.

Green Purchasing Policy: Town Manager Clark stated the Green Purchasing Policy was approved by the Mayor & Council on May 5. Town Manager Clark will work with the Town’s Department Heads to help implement policy. 

Tree Planting: Town Manager Clark stated she was contacted by the DNR regarding there is more money available for tree planting. The Commission will need to recommend an area to plant the trees. Possibilities include: the Town Farm area and/or Crestview Open Space area along Route 34. Motion by Member Schnackenberg, seconded by Member Renner to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO ACCEPT MONIES FOR MORE TREES TO BE PLANTED ON THE TOWN FARM PROPERTY. Motion carried.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Green Times: For the next issue, Member Whitmore would like to make sure to add Green Team accomplishments.

Public Education/Outreach: Member James stated our Speaker Series will begin again in June. Heidi Welsh of the Sustainable Investment Institute, will give a talk on sustainability and fiscal responsibility. Member Vesely stated she and Green Fest Committee member, Amy Jones, made a presentation to the Trinity Lutheran Church “It’s All About Me,” Women’s Day on May 3. Vesely talked about the history of recycling in Boonsboro and Jones talked about the upcoming Green Fest.

TOWN UPDATES
Town Manager Clark stated Dr. Brian Hopkins has been hired as the new Town Engineer and will start on May 27.  

Chairperson Schmidt was voted in as our newest Town Council member. She will resign her post as Chairperson of the BEC. 

Carvel Wright, of the Town Planning Commission, would like to meet jointly with the BEC. Town Manager Clark would confirm the meeting date. 

ADJOURN
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary



