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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2013

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Secretary Amanda      Whitmore, Rosemary James, Jessica Renner, Scott McIlwee, Bill Brady, and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Absent: Laura Schnackenberg (Reason: attending Park Board meeting) 
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner & Acting Town Manager

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the October 8, 2013 Regular Meeting of the Boonsboro Environmental Commission approved as read.

GUESTS
None

CITIZENS COMMENTS
None

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

STRATEGIC PLAN
Member Renner presented the Strategic Plan Executive Summary to the Commission. The Commission discussed minor changes to the plan and agreed the goals will be listed in the BEC Annual Report, and presented to the Mayor and Council in January. The Commission again thanked the Committee members for their continued hard work on the Plan. Motion by Member James, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Vesely to APPROVE THE FINAL VERSION OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN EXECUTIVE SUMMARY. Motion carried unanimously.

RDF PLANT DISCUSSION
Member Renner met with Washington County Commissioner Bill McKinley to discuss the RDF (Refuse Derived Fuel [incinerator]) the County is considering. The County will have a hearing on November 19, 2013, 10 a.m. during their regular business meeting. There has not been much media attention on the subject. Member Renner expressed concern that incineration will release many toxins into the air and is not the best way to handle recyclables. HB 1266 addresses a state-wide standard for recycling and reducing municipal solid waste.

NEW BUSINESS

RECOMMENDATION TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: ENERGY REDUCTION & RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN
Town Planner Clark stated December 31 is the deadline for the Energy Reduction and Renewable Actions Plans to be submitted for the MEA Smart Energy Communities Grant.  Any input or ideas from the Commission would be welcome. A final plan will be presented to the Commission at the December meeting, with presentation to the Mayor and Council also in December. Motion by Member Renner, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Vesely, to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO APPROVE THE ENERGY REDUCTION AND RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTION PLAN. Motion carried unanimously.

RECOMMENDATION TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: SMART ENERGY COMMUNITY ADDITIONAL FUNDING
Town Planner Clark stated $4 million will be split among existing and new Smart Energy Communities in the State for additional funding towards energy efficiency project. The deadline for application is December 19, 2013. Motion by Chairperson Schmidt, seconded by Member James, to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO MOVE FORWARD WITH APPLICATION FOR THE SMART ENERGY COMMUNITY ADDITIONAL FUNDING GRANT PROPOSAL. Motion carried unanimously.

DISCUSSION

GREEN NEWS
Chairperson Schmidt suggested the Commission put together a supplemental town newsletter on Green News. Liaison Wetzel suggested the first issue be inserted with the March utility bill, then the Commission will decide at a later date when future issues would be sent: quarterly, semi-annually, etc. Commission members could submit a short blurb on green topics that interest them. Deadline for first articles will be in February 14, 2014. The Commission agreed to the idea and Chairperson Schmidt said she would coordinate the submissions. 

COMMISSION ELECTIONS
Chairperson Schmidt stated yearly Commission leadership elections will be held in December. She stated that the Recording Secretary will be taking over duties, including writing the minutes from Town Planner Clark, who is now also the Acting Town Manager. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction– The Town received nearly $600 from the Bulk Trash Clean-up at Shafer Park from scrap metal. Chairperson Schmidt stated the Boonsboro Historical Society thanked the Commission as they saved $300 in tipping fees by recycling at Boonesborough Days. This was the first town event that followed the new recycling policy, which mandates organizers of community events at the park to arrange for the proper handling of recyclables, as well as trash.
Trees – Approximately 40 people helped plant 279 trees at the Shafer Park stream buffer tree planting on Sunday, November 10, 2013. The Commission thanked the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, the Park Board, Beaver Creek Watershed Association, Antietam Creek Watershed Alliance, the many volunteers, Town Council Members and Commission members who helped with the event. A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held in the Spring after the informational kiosk and fencing are installed.
Public Education/Outreach – Chairperson Schmidt will be making a presentation during the EDC Networking Breakfast on Friday, November 15, 2013, educating and encouraging businesses to enroll in the Maryland Green Registry. On Tuesday, November 19, Liaison Wetzel will be making a recycling presentation to the League of Women Voters in Hagerstown.

TOWN UPDATES
Member Whitmore stated the next Green Team meeting will be November 20, 2013. The Mayor of Brunswick and her Green Team have been asked to attend as they are also working on Sustainable Maryland Certified certification. Dinner will be provided. The Green Team will also be discussing the project submissions to the Sustainable Maryland Certified website. 
Town Planner Clark stated as part of technical assistance received from the University of Maryland Finance Center, she has begun working with a group of UMD students who will be doing a study of the town stormwater issues. They will do an analysis first, then a final report, to be completed by April 2014.
Chairperson Schmidt stated that Gifts Inn Boonsboro and the Town of Boonsboro are now registered on the Maryland Green Registry. 




COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

Chairperson Schmidt stated the Green Fest Annual Christmas potluck will be held on December 8, 2013, at the St. Agnes Catholic Church Hall, Shepherdstown, W.V., from 12-4 p.m.  All BEC and Green Team members are welcome to attend with their families. Please RSVP to her.

Vice-Chairperson Vesely mentioned the Cove Point anti-fracking meeting will be held in Frederick at Hood College on November 18, 2013, Rosenstock Auditorium, 7 p.m.

Liaison Wetzel stated we still need one more Alternate on the BEC. 

Town Planner Clark stated the Walkability Survey will now be done by the Public Safety Commission because the University of Maryland student did not follow through with his commitment to conduct the study. The State Highway Administration is also willing to work with the Town; after a Plan is approved, the town can apply for grant funding to help offset costs of some sidewalk improvements.

Chairperson Schmidt stated she went to the American Conservation Film Festival in Shepherdstown, W.V., and found it very worthwhile, suggesting that Commission might want to attend as a group next year. 

Member McIlwee will be working on a landscape plan for the areas around the Trolley Museum and the Town Maintenance Shop. 

Town Planner Clark stated Sabrina Blair will give a presentation to the Town Council to talk about the Environmental Education Conference she attended in Baltimore. Commission members are encouraged to attend that Town Council meeting on Monday, December 2, 2013. 

ADJOURN: Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

___________________________
Kathy Vesely, Vice-Chairperson
(Acting Secretary)
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