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Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice-Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Scott McIlwee, Laura Schnackenberg
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager 

ABSENT:	Jessica Renner and Amanda Whitmore

PRESIDING: 	Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Brady declared the meeting minutes of the October 8, 2014 Regular Meeting approved with corrections.

GUESTS
Town Councilwoman Barb Wetzel 

NEW BUSINESS
Candidate for BEC Vacancy – Rebecca Wildberger – Ms. Wildberger submitted her online application form in September. Manager Clark will email her to make sure she is still interested. Member Schnackenberg motioned to recommend to the Mayor and Council for Ms. Wildberger to be appointed to the BEC . Chairman Brady seconded. Approved. 
Storm Drain Markers – Manager Clark said the stencils provided by the County do not work well on the storm drains in town. Pins work better for our drains. Manager Clark said the pins are relatively cheap if bought in bulk. She will move forward on procuring pins for Main Street and around Shafer Park. 
DISCUSSION
 Community Garden Development – Manager Clark said Town Engineer Hopkins can draw up design drawings for an irrigation system for the Community Garden (CG), to be located on Monroe Rd, past the WWTP in the field before the garden debris site. It is a flat area where the cattle used to get water near the stream. Plans could be implement to have the garden ready by Spring 2015. Manager Clark stated there is $7K available in budget for the CG. Councilwoman Wetzel suggested we look at Sustainable Maryland Certified towns that might have already started a CG so we don’t have to reinvent the wheel. Liaison Schmidt suggested we put raspberry and cantaloupe plots at the entrance to the Garden which were historically significant in the early days of Boonsboro. Councilwoman Wetzel said lots of planning is necessary to make this a success so perhaps we need a subcommittee to start the planning phase after the New Year. 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Liaison Schmidt said the Bulk Trash Day at the park was quite successful with many volunteers helping. Conservit collected 7,160 lbs of metal, giving the Town a check for $644.40. Habitat for Humanity Restore and Goodwill filled their trucks and the electronics guy loaded 8 pallets. No tonnage was available from Apple Valley Waste (AVW). Many items from the “Free Store” were taken away. Councilwoman Wetzel suggested we shorten the hours to 8 AM to Noon. She also mentioned people were abusing the complementary pick-up system and rules need to be put in place or possibly not offer it at all. If people can’t bring items to the Park, they can just put it out at the curbside pick-up each Spring. She also suggested the final tonnage tallies be put in the town newsletter to let the community know what a success this is for the town and the environment. 
Liaison Schmidt stated several members of the BEC, Green Team and Town Council attended an informational talk by Kristen Brown of WasteZero (Raleigh, NC) on the Pay As You Throw (PAYT) program. Manager Clark stated the town will be rebidding the waste hauling contract after the New Year. This might be a good time to take a serious look at PAYT. A nice tie-in would be getting residential composting up and running, too. There is some grant money available for compost bins, with the town and residents sharing the final cost. 
Councilwoman Wetzel stated the Waste Reduction Subcommittee met and composed a letter and questionnaire that will be handed out to downtown businesses and churches. The Survey hopes to find out what system is in place with regards to their waste hauling and recycling practices. Most importantly, a future program should be equitable and cooperative. Member Schnackenberg suggested we ask AVW what they might offer in the way of a commercial trash hauling and recycling plan. 
Trees – Chairman Brady stated many hard-working Cub/Boy Scouts and volunteers helped out with the October 26 tree planting day at the Crestview open space area along 34. He was disappointed, however, that more Crestview residents weren’t on hand to help.
Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James was very pleased with our October guest speaker, former Annapolis Mayor, Ellen Moyer. There was discussion whether we should send her a Green Fest water bottle or mug, but it was decided that since we gave her a stipend, took her out to dinner and paid for her overnight lodging, that it wasn’t necessary.
Green Team – Liaison Schmidt stated the Action Plans for Years 2 and 3 need to be carried through.
TOWN UPDATES
Town Beautification – Landscaper Donna Brightman will help with plans for herbs and flowers in the two plots behind the Town Hall Annex. Member McIllwee suggested professional landscapers might like to sponsor the various islands and flower beds around town, then take ownership of their plots by maintaining them. Plaques with the landscaper’s name could both identify and provide advertisement for the landscapers. Manager Clark asked Member McIllwee to write a draft letter to and bring to the next meeting. Member Schnackenberg suggested the Mayor and Council be apprised of the beautification program and Councilwoman Wetzel suggested the BEC and EDC work together on this idea. Suggested deadline is the end of March, just before Spring planting season.
Manager Clark stated she and Councilwoman Wetzel will be attending a sustainability training workshop November 20 in Hagerstown. 
The first Holiday in Boonsboro will be held December 6 from 10-4. Councilwoman Wetzel stated people are needed to man the Green Fest booth in the Town Hall Annex.  
Liaison Schmidt stated the new sewer ordinance surcharge was passed by the Mayor and Council. It will take effect in December. 
Manager Clark stated Sarah Murto Campbell has been hired as the new town clerk. She will start December 3. 
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Secretary Vesely stated Tapco is a company that makes solar and LED pedestrian traffic signs. Manager Clark stated she also knows of a company. She stated the town definitely needs to be educated on state laws regarding stopping for pedestrian traffic in crosswalks. A publicity blitz should happen before, during and after pedestrian signs go up around town. The safety issues should be forwarded to the Public Safety Commission. 
Secretary Vesely, on behalf of the BEC, presented Member Dowell with a toddler Green Fest t-shirt and greeting card for his new baby daughter.
ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
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