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Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, JULY 23, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Bill Brady, Vice-Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Scott McIlwee, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel
		Staff Member: Brian Hopkins, Town Engineer 

ABSENT:	Amanda Whitmore and Town Manager Megan Clark

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting minutes of the June 10, 2014 Regular Meeting approved with corrections.

NEW BUSINESS
Watershed Assistance Grant – Town Engineer Hopkins suggested the Town should apply for televising of the sewer lines. Town Engineer provided a summary of the existing sewer projects he is working on, including the main sewer line through Shafer Park. Once plans are developed for watershed areas, it will be easier to apply for grants for those type of projects. Motion by Vice Chairperson James to apply for the Watershed Assistance Grant. Second by Member Renner. Motion approved.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Council Liaison Wetzel is still working on the recycling brochures (to be handed out when anyone rents park space). They will be completed by August in time for Boonesborough Days. She was not sure if the recycling bins have been bought for Main Street. She will ask Town Manager Clark if they have been purchased.

Trees – New landscaping is now complete behind the town Maintenance Shop. Murals have been installed on the front of the building depicting local landmarks. Town Liaison Wetzel suggested the schools might want to be involved for other murals on the side of the building. Maybe BEC could sponsor a mural design contest, with the winning design painted by high school artists. Member Renner will contact the BHS art teacher to see if there is any interest there. 

Public Education/Outreach –Ellen Moyer, the first woman mayor of Annapolis, was contacted to be the October speaker. Vice Chairperson James will discuss topics with Ms. Moyer.

Green Team – The town made the report submission deadline for Sustainable Maryland Certified status. It is now in the review process by the state.

TOWN UPDATES
Town Liaison Wetzel said Town Engineer Hopkins gave a wonderful review at the last Town Council meeting of what he has accomplished since he came on board. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Zoning Text Amendment to allow for domestic chickens was introduced at the last Town Council meeting. There will be a public hearing at 6 PM on August 4, before the Town Council meeting. Member Renner asked that everyone come in support. 

Town Liaison Wetzel stated that a town Policy Committee has been established. 

Town Liaison Wetzel stated the Town is moving forward with solar power purchasing agreement contingent upon legal comments being addressed. The solar panels will be installed at old WWTP lagoon.


COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Town Liaison Wetzel would like everyone to write down “10 Wishes for Boonsboro” and to bring them to the September meeting. The lists will be compiled and Town Liaison Wetzel will ask for other commission to come up with their own lists as well. 

Town Engineer Hopkins stated Sycamore Run will have approximately 20 storm water ponds that will be the Town’s responsibility to maintain. Staff has requested for the ponds to be landscaped with low maintenance ground cover. 

Vice Chairperson James said the Zero Waste draft plan stakeholders were invited to a meeting in Baltimore on July 31. If anyone is interested in going, contact her. 

Member Renner has a class September through December on the same nights as BEC meetings. After discussion, we agreed we could change the meeting nights to the second Wednesday, September through December only.

Member Renner asked if we are still working on Strategic Plan. Town Liaison Wetzel said we are finished with wording and will need to revisit/review the plan yearly. We could revisit in January and finish the review by March each year. Member Renner stated when the town reviews the Comprehensive Plan perhaps the BEC can add its input as well.

ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM. 

Next meeting will be 12 August 2014. 

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
