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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Bill Brady, Secretary Kathy      Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Rosemary James, Scott McIlwee, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel Absent: Amanda Whitmore 
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner & Acting Town Manager 

PRESIDING: 	Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt called the meeting to order at 8:00 p.m. after the speaker presentation

GUEST SPEAKER – 7 PM
John Amos, SkyTruth of Shepherdstown, WV. Mr. Amos presented information on SkyTruth, a nonprofit organization using remote sensing and digital mapping to create stunning images that expose the landscape disruption and habitat degradation caused by mining, oil and gas drilling, deforestation, fishing and other human activities. - See more at: http://skytruth.org/about/#sthash.iJKhBv8y.dpuf 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting minutes of the February 11, 2014 Regular Meeting approved as read.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
None

NEW BUSINESS
FY15 Draft Budget – The Commission looked at the proposed FY15 budget, asking for the same amount, $10,000, as last year. The Commission will go into more depth at the April meeting, before presenting to the Mayor and Council.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Green Times— The first edition will go out with utility bills in April.

Public Education/Outreach – Chairperson Schmidt thanked Member James for a wonderful first speaker. Chairperson Schmidt will get a data base together to send out notices of future speakers to interested parties. Member James said there are many great speakers lined up, but would like to resume speaker series in June, AFTER Green Fest.
Chairperson Schmidt spoke this week to residents of Fahrney-Keedy about activism.

Park Board – Member Schnackenberg said the Park Board is interested working with the BEC on the Earth Day Event,  scheduled for Sunday, April 27 from 1-4 p.m. Member Schnackenberg stated Valley Co-Op is moving to their new location, the old Wonder Bread store. They are soliciting new members to help defray rental cost of the building.

Strategic Plan – Member Renner said we will continue discussion of the Strategic Plan at the April BEC meeting.

Green Team – Chairperson Schmidt said the Green Team submission of Action Plan and documentation should be completed by June 30 deadline. After review of the submission, Boonsboro would be certified as a Sustainable Maryland Certified community! 

TOWN UPDATES
Permanent BEC Members- Town Planner Clark stated the Mayor and Council approved the BEC’s request to have 9 permanent voting members. 

New Stream Name - Town Planner Clark said there will be a voting opportunity on the Town website for residents to choose their favorite name for the stream running through Town. Voting deadline is April 9th.

LED Retrofitting – Shepherd Electric was awarded the LED retrofitting job of the Town buildings/streetlamps. Work will begin in late March-early April. 

New Parking Lot at Shafer Park Extension – Bids will be requested soon for engineering plans of the new parking lot off Potomac Street.

Flowers Behind Maintenance Shop – Will be planted by end of May.

New Tree Planting in Shafer Park – The Town was awarded a grant a year ago by the DNR TreeMendous program. Sabrina Blair’s BMS Eco-Kids Club will be doing the planting.

Solar Energy Project – The Mayor and Council signed a letter of intent with RER Energy to engage investors for installation of a solar array that would serve 92% of the Town’s electricity needs. 

Member Renner presented the Strategic Plan Executive Summary to Mayor and Council – Commission thanked Member Renner for her presentation of the SP at the March M&C meeting. It was well received. 

ADJOURN
Chairperson Schmidt declared the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
