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Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2014

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice-Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Scott McIlwee, Laura Schnackenberg
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
		Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager 

ABSENT:	Jessica Renner, Amanda Whitmore and Town Manager Clark

PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

GUEST: 	Brian Hopkins, Town Engineer

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Brady declared the meeting minutes of the November 12, 2014 Regular Meeting approved with corrections.

NEW BUSINESS
Welcome new member: Chairman Brady informed Commission that new BEC Member, Rebecca Wildberger, will need to get prior approval from her employer first before becoming a member of the BEC. 

Annual Report: Commission was asked to review draft soon so it can be amended to minutes and given to the M&C. Thanks to Liaison Schmidt and Vice Chairperson James for their input. 

Waste Reduction Survey: Vice Chairperson James stated the survey will be distributed to town businesses by early 2015, then hopefully returned to us in a timely manner. To speed up the process, it was suggested we put the survey on Survey Monkey as well as sending out a paper copy. Member Dowell said he could set up the Survey Monkey survey. Discussion on softening the letter a little.

PLANT Community Application: Tree City USA does not appear too hard to apply for and get. After discussion, members agreed the Green Level might be a possibility to strive for. We need to talk to Town Manager Clark about how to apply, then coordinate with the Park Board. Member McIlwee will coordinate with Jeff Davidson on the Park Board. 

DISCUSSION
Community Garden Development - Brian Hopkins, Town Engineer, presented tentative plan for the community garden. He recommended a drip irrigation system, with pipes at the top, and if really needed, water could be pumped from the lagoon. Total garden is about 1/4 acre area. Total cost $17, 427 to include bed construction, irrigation set-up, adding good topsoil, and walkways in between rows Secretary Vesely suggested we strive for an organic garden. Secretary Vesely will ask Steve Garland, horticulture teacher at the BHS if the ag kids might want to be involved in the construction of the garden. Liaison Schmidt stated we have $7K to start with, then more could be budgeted in the next fiscal year beginning July 1st.  Might also be a good Eagle/Boy Scout project. Participants will be asked to use an honor system with regards to their crop output. Chairman Brady will ask his parents if they have any paperwork on their community garden rules where they live. Frederick County has numerous community gardens. Discussion on whether to charge or not charge for plot spaces. Liaison Schmidt suggested maybe waive the fee if people do some administrative fees. Member Schnackenberg suggested no fee the first year for anyone. Everyone was asked to do some homework and look online for ideas on how to proceed.

Stormwater treatment plan, Shafer Park – Brian Hopkins, Town Engineer, spoke on the lack of stormwater treatment at the far end of the park. He recommended having a first flush diversion box, then a bio-retention pond further down. He will be applying for grants. After discussion, the Commission was eager to see any stormwater problems resolved with his plan.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Survey will be completed and sent out soon.

Trees – Survey completed

Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James stated Shawn Walker, of Trees 101, will be the BEC speaker in February. Membership asked to look at his website. 

Green Team – Liaison Schmidt stated the Green Team needs to work on Years 2 and 3 and include the Community Garden as part of the future plans. 
 
TOWN UPDATES
Town Engineer Hopkins stated MDE wants us to start charging residents what they actually use for water and sewer, which would be more equitable to both the town and the residents. Liaison Schmidt suggested maybe lowering taxes and then charge residents what they use with no subsidies from the town. More discussion is needed.

Town Engineer Hopkins stated the town should develop a water conservation plan. The town will get penalized in the near future for grants if a water conservation plan is not adopted. 

Liaison Schmidt stated the town hired a new police officer and new town clerk. 
There will be an Open Forum on December 16 with Thompson Gas in Town Hall Annex, 7 PM. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member McIlwee will ask Town Manager Clark and Councilwoman Wetzel what areas might be available for the landscape contractors to design their plots for the town beautification program.

Vice Chairperson James stated a Skype conference with Doug Anderson, Cheverley’s composting expert, has been set up with Councilmembers Wetzel and Solberg, Secretary Vesely and herself to see about going forward with a town composting program.

Secretary Vesely stated Waynesboro has new blinking crosswalks and received a large grant for them. She will contact the town to see how they went about getting the money.
. 
Secretary Vesely stated the Green Fest Committee hosted a table at the Holiday in Boonsboro event on December 6 in the Town Hall Annex.

ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary

 
                    *Next Meeting: TUESDAY, January 13, 2015 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
 



[bookmark: _GoBack]BEC Meeting 12/10/14  Page 2 of 3

