Draft
Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
		

ABSENT:	Anthony Dowell, Scott McIlwee, Jessica Renner, Rebecca Wildberger

GUEST:	Sue Comlish, new resident

PRESIDING: Chairperson Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:05 P.M. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairperson Brady declared the regular Minutes of the March 2015 Meetings approved with corrections. Approved.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Composting Grant Application – Secretary Vesely, Vice Chairperson James and Member McIlwee (of the Waste Reduction Subcommittee) presented a composting bin grant program to the M&C Workshop meeting on April 9. The program was unanimously approved by the M&C. The Town will front the initial cost of the bins (but will only be asked for 1/3 of the bin cost in the end), the BEC will use 1/3 from its budget, and the resident will pay for 1/3 of the bin cost. Once the bins are purchased, that money will be used to sustain the program. The BEC needs to come up with a purchasing/ application form for record-tracking. Questions from the Council: Can residents buy more than one bin? Yes. A brochure should be made available by the May 9 Green Fest to pass out to town residents, perhaps during the Composting Speaker. The Subcommittee will work on an application. Once the program is off the ground, the application will be put onto the Town website for easy access. The form also needs to be ready at Green Fest so if a town resident wants to order one, they will be able to. Have a “What is Compostable?” chart at Green Fest. Member Schnackenberg requested a list of compostables be sent to BEC membership.

FY16 Proposed Budget – Chairman Brady asked Commission to approve the FY16 Draft Budget. Member Whitmore motioned, Member Schnackenberg seconded. Approved.

May Meeting Date – Because of conflicts, the May meeting date needed to be changed. After discussion, Wednesday, May 13 was chosen. Liaison Schmidt will tell Town Manager Clark.




DISCUSSION

Chairman Brady will send out a sign-up sheet for the BEC table at Green Fest. 1-hour shifts are requested.

Member Schnackenberg stated the Earth Day/Shafer Park Clean-up will begin promptly at 1 PM on April 19. Meet at the Gazebo for tree planting. She requested it be posted on the Town Facebook Page.

Secretary Vesely shared photos she took of the Community Garden at Ballenger Creek Park, Frederick, and shared information she got from gardeners who were at the CG that day.

Liaison Schmidt stated she attended Green Drinks in Shepherdstown, WV. They were very interested in our BEC as a government entity. She stated it would be worthwhile to invite that group to one of our future meetings.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Vice Chairperson James & Secretary Vesely are working on contacting businesses and churches who did not respond to original survey. Liaison Schmidt asked if there is something the businesses might like us to do to help them. Is there a way for them to recycle? It probably has not been clear that it is their responsibility to pay for recycling and trash pick-up. Perhaps Apple Valley Waste might give 10 recycle bins to businesses throughout town to share. Member Schnackenberg said waste reduction = $$$ savings for the businesses. Vice Chairperson James stated the restaurants really need to be educated—perhaps by not using Styrofoam carry-out containers and starting composting. She stated perhaps the Hempen Hill Restaurant (the epitome of a “green” restaurant) owners could talk to the town businesses and show them how to be successfully green at a monthly EDC breakfast. One suggestion might be cooperative buying of carry-out containers. It could be shown how it would help their bottom line! Have some surveys at the EDC meeting on Friday.

Trees – No report.

Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James is in touch with someone to talk on organic gardening for our June meeting.
 
Green Team – We should use the Gold goals for next year’s goals.
 
TOWN UPDATES
Town Council – Council Liaison Schmidt stated the Town awarded Apple Valley Waste the trash and recyclables contract. BOTH will be picked up on Tuesdays, beginning July 1.

Liaison Schmidt stated the M&C will be considering PAYT.

Liaison Schmidt said aquatic center meetings will proceed in phases. A consultant has been approved for feasibility studies. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Geocaching Woodstock will be held on May 20 at Ag Center. 

Hospice of Washington County has opened their new office on Main Street. It has a community room which they are making available for meetings to anyone who wishes to use it. 

The American Legion sponsored an Easter egg hunt.

The Safety Commission is still looking for new members. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member Whitmore asked if The Preserve at Fox Gap was going to prepare an environmental impact statement. She stated it would be nice if new developments would come to the town or BEC to get environmental advice before commencing a project. Liaison Schmidt asked what other towns have done with new developments - what requirements are developers required to abide by? Do local/state regulations apply to them?
 

ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:32 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary

                  
 
 
 Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY, May 13, 2015 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
 

