Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2016

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairman, Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Scott McIllwee, Jessica Renner 
		Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
ABSENT:	Anthony Dowell, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore
Town Manager Megan Clark

PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Declared July 12, 2016 meeting Minutes approved as read.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: New Town Council Member Terry Davis, Boy Scout Lucas Stauffer 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Monarch Butterfly Waystation – Lucas Stauffer presented his proposal and design for the Monarch Waystation. Member Schnackenberg, Chair of the Park Board, stated that after discussing the Waystation location with Park Board members, the consensus was that the spot by the Shafer Park entrance near the spring house, would be the best location for Lucas’ plan. Member McIlwee offered to be Lucas’ mentor. Discussion about plant identification signs: It was suggested wood-burned logs/planks might work well and discourage vandalism. Secretary Vesely motioned that the BEC make a $300 donation to Lucas for this Eagle Scout project. Member McIlwee seconded. Motion carried. Vice Chairperson James motioned that we donate $200 to Lucas for a speaker stipend. Member Renner seconded. Motion carried. 
Secretary Vesely will contact Member Schnackenberg to have Lucas make his presentation at the next Park Board meeting. He should also present his proposal to the Town Council.
Liaison Schmidt suggested that when the project is completed, Lucas send out a flier to local nursery schools and the elementary school to inform them of the Waystation as a learning/educational tool. 

Monarch Butterfly Action Items – After discussion, the Commission realized it has already completed an item or two. The Action Items to start with should be: 
#1 – Issue a Proclamation to raise awareness about the decline of the monarch butterfly and the species’ need for habitat.
#6 – Host or support a native plant sale or milkweed seed giveaway event (Green Fest already has vendors selling native plants. The Farmer’s Market should look into a native plant sale booth).
#11 – Launch a program to plant native milkweeds and nectar plants in school gardens by engaging students, teachers and the community (look into this with BES).
#18 – Remove milkweed from the list of noxious plants in city weed/landscaping ordinances (if applicable (look into this)).
#19 – Change weed or mowing ordinances to allow for native prairie and plant habitats (already being done at stream behind Community Center).
Other Action Items can be incorporated as time goes by.

Waste Reduction Flier – Secretary Vesely presented the Draft Waste Reduction Flier that will be sent out to the community in the next (October) water & sewer bill. ​​It was suggested that the flier be saved as a .pdf file and sent to Town and Member Renner so it can be posted to social media outlets. Final draft will be sent to Town Manager Clark.
​
Farmer’s Market (FM) Update – Next year, a policy needs to be established for vendor criteria and how vendors are selected. Member Renner would like to establish a FM subcommittee. Only three meetings/FM season. It was suggested she contact ALL Commissions to recruit Subcommittee members. Logo needs to be painted on pavilion wall. Perhaps the Logo winner artist has contacts for painters. For protection, it was suggested a clear seal coat be applied. 

NEW BUSINESS
[bookmark: _GoBack]SMC Future Certification Items – Member Whitmore, the Chairperson of this subcommittee, has resigned from the BEC due to conflict with her new job. This leaves an opening in the Commission and a new person will need to take her place as Chair of the Green Team. The new Chairperson’s name will need to be submitted to the SMC. Liaison Schmidt will announce this at the next Town Council meeting. For Boonsboro to re-certify, it looks like we mostly just need documentation submitted to the SMC website by the deadline. If documentation is submitted earlier than later, it won’t be as labor intensive. September’s meeting will be devoted to SMC.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Waste Reduction – See above for Waste Reduction Flier update.
▪ Trees – Member McIlwee stated there will be a Tree Committee meeting tomorrow night. 
Committee will continue tree documentation and put in better trees to replace the ash trees that were removed. 
▪ Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James has the name of a potential speaker. To create better attendance, it was suggested having a speaker or show a documentary during a weekend day at the Library. Secretary Vesely will contact FMTV.
▪ Green Team – See SMC above.
 
​TOWN UPDATES
Council Liaison Schmidt gave a Town Council update. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
No comments.

​ADJOURN: 8:43 PM
​ 
​
​*Next Meeting: TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
Any person desiring a transcript of tonight’s meeting shall be responsible for a competent stenographer.
 Items on this agenda are subject to change at the discretion of the Chairman.
 
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.

