Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 13, 2016

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice-Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner, Laura Schnackenberg
		Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt, Town Manager Megan Clark
ABSENT:	Scott McIllwee, Amanda Whitmore

PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Declared meeting Minutes of the joint meeting of the Park Board/Environmental Commission, May 25, 2016, approved.

GUEST SPEAKER
Sandy Sagalkin – from Monarch Watch, spoke on what a Monarch Waystation is and how Boonsboro might follow Hagerstown’s and Middletown’s lead in getting one started. Monarch populations are drastically down and need milkweed (to lay their eggs) to survive along their migration route. Mr. Sagalkin stated there will be a Monarch Walk at Antietam Battlefield in late July. 
​​
NEW BUSINESS
Monarch Butterfly Action Items – Town Manager Clark stated Mayor Kauffman signed the NWF Mayor’s Monarch Pledge. Several action items need to be completed within a year of taking the Pledge. Member Schnackenberg and Secretary Vesely (along with Member McIllwee) offered to form a committee to look into and report back at the July BEC meeting. 

Waste Reduction Flier – Town Manager Clark researched guides on the Sustainable Maryland website as part of educating the public on reducing the waste stream.  She found a suitable one that could be adapted to Boonsboro. The Waste Reduction Subcommittee will work on the Guide and present it at the July BEC meeting.


SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
▪ Waste Reduction - Town Manager Clark stated we are currently out of compost bins but Doug Alexander will be delivering a larger load of them (two neighboring towns want to get compost bins, which, if we go in together, would reduce shipping charges). 
▪ Trees – Member Dowell stated that 88 trees are now in our data base from the developed part of Shafer Park. The Tree Inventory has been updated to reflect the ones taken down (due to disease). Future developers will be able to now ask what trees are needed in our town. Volunteers will be needed for tree planting in late summer for a different area of park. 
▪ Public Education/Outreach – Vice Chairperson James will refresh ideas with Member Schnackenberg for future speakers. Email Vice Chairperson James with any ideas. Town Liaison Schmidt mentioned perhaps programs could be set up for school children who have half-days next school year to get kids actively involved in the environment.
▪ Green Team—Town Manager Clark stated the Sustainable Maryland Certified newsletter has a wealth of information. She also stated the application to RECERTIFY is due June 2017. She currently has a draft working list of documentation already compiled. She will bring the draft to the July meeting. 
 
​TOWN UPDATES
Council Liaison Schmidt stated the M&C Workshop will be Monday, June 20. Thompson Gas and propane prices will be discussed.
Council Liaison Schmidt is about to finish her leadership class at MML. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Member Renner: There will be a Kids Night theme at the Farmer’s Market on June 28. The Logo Contest Winner will also be announced. The last Tuesday of each month during Farmer’s Market season will be a “themed” night. 

​ADJOURN: 9:07 PM
​
 
​
​*Next Meeting: TUESDAY, JULY 12, 2016 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*
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