Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2016

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice-Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Jessica Renner, Amanda Whitmore
		Town Manager Megan Clark
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
ABSENT:	Scott McIllwee, Laura Schnackenberg

PRESIDING: Chairman Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Declared meeting Minutes of the regular meeting of January 12, 2016 approved with corrections.

GUEST SPEAKER: 	Mike Hunninghake from Sustainable Maryland Certified.
Mike stated we're a STAR in the SMC program! In order to become recertified in the SMC Program, action items need to be completed prior to  June 30, 2017. Mike presented information about recertification and changes to the program. He can also guide us to other communities that are doing what we want to do.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Farmer’s Market

 Farmer's Market Logo Contest: Open up to local artists. Member Renner will post online in different places. Entries due by April 11, 2016. Entries should be submitted in high-res JPEG format.
Member Renner stated her FM Vendor meeting was well-attended  by 20 vendors, new and old. Vendor fees were discussed, with a discount for yearly vendors. The Commission agreed on a $5/market fee for drop in fees and 25% discount for yearly vendors, provided the EDC agrees to sharing administrative costs.  FM currently set up for 19 spaces, but could enlarge if necessary. It will be necessary to move FM to Scout Hut area during National Night Out. BEC would like to jointly promote with EDC to "shop local" after shopping at the Farmer's Market. FM Manager position: Summary from Megan. Will post online. 

NEW BUSINESS

Tree Inventory 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Member Dowell summarized the meeting with their guest speaker: Becky Wilson from DNR. We will use April 17, the Arbor Day event at Shafer Park, as our tree inventory day. Member Schnackenberg and Jeff Davidson of the Park Board are spearheading the event. April 16 will be the children's Arbor Day program at the Library, 10 AM. Jeff will be giving out tree seedlings.  


DISCUSSION

Arbor Day/Park Clean Up Event Date: April 17. Member Dowell showed how iTree works.

Margaret Rosch Jones Award (http://dnr2.maryland.gov/met/Pages/rosch.aspx): Up to $2000 awarded to non-profit showing continuing plan for an environmental issue. Example: Educating people in the community on litter prevention or reducing an environmental problem. Could use the grant money for community tree handouts or for the Living Wall. Application deadline is March 31, 2016.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Thank you to Vice Chairperson James for the follow-up on the waste reduction plan submitted to the Mayor and Council.
Trees – See above
Public Education/Outreach – No report
Green Team – See above

TOWN UPDATES
Liaison Schmidt gave an update from Town Council. She stated the town elections are coming up in May. 
She suggested we invite the Park Board to a BEC meeting in the near future.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Secretary Vesely suggested we re-visit the Community Garden concept at the March meeting.

ADJOURN
Chairman Brady adjourned the meeting at 9:10 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary 

Next Meeting: TUESDAY, March 8, 2016 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)
 




