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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
[bookmark: _GoBack]Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2015

PRESENT: Chairman Carvel Wright, David Ambrose, David Parmelee, Curt Conway, Secretary Kim Koerting, Steve Jamison, and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long Absent: Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager 
Guests: Joan Day, Andy Macomber, and Mike Wiley

PRESIDING:      Chairman Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Wright declared the Regular meeting minutes of the November 18, 2014 meeting approved with corrections.


NEW BUSINESS

SYCAMORE RUN – PLAN CHANGE FOR ENTRANCE STRIPING

Town Manager Clark stated at the November 18, 2014 meeting of the Planning Commission, the Commission heard concerns from residents regarding the loss of on-street parking areas in conjunction with the South Main Street improvements for the entrance of Sycamore Run. She stated as a result, a Committee of citizens, SHA, Town and staff representatives met to discuss the concerns. The Sycamore Run Entrance Committee met in mid-January to discuss the concerns and agreed, without major modifications, on-street parking could be provided along Monument Drive. 

The proposed Plan Change to Sycamore Run is to strip the centerline and shoulder lines along Monument Drive, 50’ from the entrance to the first roundabout. The centerline would be striped 4 feet off-center and 2 feet of additional shoulder on the west side would be added so that parking for approximately 9 vehicles would be available. The east side of Monument Drive would be posted “No Parking”. The plan change also includes additional grading on the Day property and minimal revisions to the grading on the northeast side of the sidewalk to lessen the grade.

The Commission discussed the changes to the plan and agreed providing parking along Monument Drive was a reasonable compromise based on the concerns heard from the citizens. The Commission discussed the grade along the sidewalk and felt the grade could be made even more gradual than proposed with additional fill added. 

MOTION by Chairman Wright, second by Secretary Koerting, to APPROVE THE PLAN CHANGE FOR SYCAMORE RUN FOR ENTRANCE STRIPING AND GRADING CONTINGENT UPON THE GRADE ALONG THE SIDEWALK TO THE DAY PROPERTY BEING MADE MORE GRADUAL THAN PROPOSED. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Andy Macomber, member of the Sycamore Run Entrance Committee and South Main Street resident, stated he was very pleased with the results of the changes to the plans; however felt this case was an exception. He stated he was told the Planning Commission had considered changing the public notification process and he felt citizens should be notified sooner than later in the development process. Town Manager Clark stated the Planning Commission had discussed holding public information meetings when development is being proposed and would begin doing so with future developments. Chairman Wright stated the process has always and continues to be open to citizens and encourages everyone to attend meetings. 





	
DISCUSSION

	STREET STANDARDS

Town Manager Clark presented draft revised street standards to the Commission. She stated Town Engineer Hopkins has begun updating the 1975 Subdivision Regulations, given the age of the Ordinance and number of amendments since its origination. She stated she and Town Engineer Hopkins agreed the street standards should also be revisited, since the amendment in 2010, because of the number of modifcations approved by the Planning Commission which modify the standard, and the inconsistencies between the street standards and landscaping ordinance. 

The Commission reviewed the draft standards and agreed street striping should not be throughout residential developments; however only 50’ in on collector streets at the intersection as approved earlier in the evening with Sycamore Run. The Commission also discussed having a standard size sidewalk of 5 feet due to ADA regulations. Other changes discussed included bike lane applicability; parking along streets; and varying widths of major collectors. 

PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES

Town Manager Clark updated the Commission on potential future developments.

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
None

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
None 

ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 8:27 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________
Megan Clark,
Town Manager
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