BOONSBORO MUNICIPAL UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

March 11, 2010
The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, March 11, 2010 in the Town Hall Conference Room. In attendance were Chairman Kevin Chambers, Assistant Chairman George Messner, Commission Members Shirley Metz, Todd Kennedy, Rob Hutzell, Harold Kirby, and Jerry Wolfe. Also in attendance: Town Manager Debbie Smith and Superintendent Bobby Mose. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM. 

· Motion by Kennedy, second by Metz to approve the January 14, 2010 Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Metz, second by Hutzell to approve the Water and Sewer Funds Treasurer Reports for January 2010, and motion carried.  

· Motion by Kennedy, second by Hutzell to approve the Water and Sewer Funds Treasurer Reports for February 2010, and motion carried.  

· Motion by Kennedy, second by Hutzell to approve the January 2010 Bills to be paid, and motion carried.
· Motion by Metz, second by Kennedy to approve the February 2010 Bills to be paid, and motion carried.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

40A Water Line Extension Project Update - 
· Joint Project Closeout Meeting held on January 27, 2010: Town Manager Smith reported that the Town, MDE, Washington County Health Department, CLSI, and W.F. Delauter met on January 27, 2010 for the Joint Project Close-Out Meeting. The Substantial Completion date was designated as January 29, 2010 with a one-year required connection date of January 29, 2011. Town Manager Smith reported that the main waterlines are complete and have been tested, and the final overlay of Scenic View Ct, Mill Point Rd and the shoulder of Alternate 40 will be completed this spring.
· Letter to Project Property Owners: Town Manager Smith is currently composing a letter, which will be mailed to all properties involved in the Project on April 1, 2010, outlining the guidelines for connections, requirement for hiring a plumber and tapping fees. 
NEW BUSINESS:

North Main Street Sewer Back-up: Town Manager Smith stated that a sewage back-up problem was reported to Town Hall on March 8, 2010 behind 703 and 707 North Main Street. The residents, Ms. Jean Reese, of 703 North Main Street, and Mrs. Loreena Wyand, of 707 North Main Street, both attended the meeting. Town Manager Smith stated that she contacted the Town’s insurance company to initiate an Incident Report after speaking with the owners who received some damage in their basements from the back-up causing damage to their floor coverings and advised them to contact Service Pro or AmeriClean to assist with the immediate issue of removing the water from their basements.  After Roto-Rooter was called to the scene to inspect the sewer lines and assess the problem, they were requested to return and televise the sewer main and adjoining laterals to help determine the initial cause of this back-up and if there is any damage within the line that may be contributing to the problem. Town Manager Smith stated that Ms. Reese told her that there have been clogs and backups in the same area for several years. After pulling archives invoices from Roto-Rooter, Town manager Smith created a spreadsheet outlining the dates and reasons Roto-Rooter had been called to this area showing an initial problem contributed to roots in 2003, 2005 and 2008, and grease issues in 2007 and 2008, with some calls for maintenance of the line. The televised report from Roto-Rooter and the towns information will be given to Triad Engineering assess the situation and offer a professional opinion to ultimately correct the matter. After voicing their concerns, Ms. Reese and Mrs. Wyand thanked the Commission and Town Manager Smith for their assistance in trying to rectify this situation. 
Fiscal Year Budget: First Draft Review - Town Manager Smith prepared and reviewed the first draft water fund budget for FY2011 with the Commission. The First Draft of the Fiscal Year 2011 sewer fund budget will be reviewed at the April meeting.
REPORTS

MAYOR& COUNCIL REPORT
The Meeting was held on March 1, 2010. Guests included Boy Scout Nathan Johnson from Pack 265. Discussed items included the Town of Keedysville Water Infrastructure Upgrades Memorandum of Understanding, the MEA EmPower Clean Energy Communities Grant Agreement, the Washington County ARRA Funding Allocation to Municipalities Agreement, the approval of the use of Shafer Park on April 4, 2010 for the Annual Post 10 Easter Egg Hunt and a donation of $100, and the scheduling of the Spring Clean-Up on April 24, 2010.
TOWN MANAGER REPORT: 
· A Water resident outside of Town on Mountain Laurel Road received an unusually high September Water Bill called in to Town Hall and an employee checked the meter and reported that the meter was not spinning and therefore was no apparent leak. After receiving a subsequent high reading in January, her meter was found to be spinning and a plumber found a leak on her side of the meter. The resident concern is that the first time the Town employee checked her residence there was possibly a leak, and she could have had the leak repaired between the September and January billing. The Town’s report was reviewed and at the time of the first residence check the meter was reported as not spinning, but at the second check the meter was reported as spinning very fast. The Commission was asked for their opinion as to if the Town is responsible for not finding a leak during the September check. Town Manager Smith stated that the September Water bill was $337, and the January Water bill was $787. The Commission stated that the town staff can only determine a leak by the meter and if it was not spinning when checked in September, it does not mean that the leak either began after the fact or was occurring on the other side of the meter, which is where it was found, and Town policy only adjusts the sewer portion of a utility bill for loss of water and this residence does not receive sewer service from the Town. 
· Attended a Maryland Energy Administration meeting at Washington County regarding Project Sunburst, where multiple projects are being submitted on one County application to be considered for the installation of renewable energy systems on public buildings. The previous lagoon area is being considered as a possibility for the placement of solar panels to assist in powering the new Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

SUPERINTENDED REPORT
Superintended Mose reported that there have been numerous ongoing problems at the Waste Water Treatment Plant for the past two weeks. The valve has been replaced due to an installation of the incorrect key, and the staff has been working on returning the Plant to normal operations. 
Superintended Mose has submitted his notice to the Town that he is retiring on June 30, 2010. 

Motion by Kennedy, second by Metz to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Harold Kirby

Secretary
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