BOONSBORO MUNICIPAL UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 8, 2009
The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, January 8, 2009 in the Town Hall Conference Room.  In attendance were Chairman Kevin Chambers, Assistant Chairman George Messner, Commission Members Shirley Metz, Todd Kennedy, and Harold Kirby.  Also in attendance were Superintendent Bobby Mose, Town Manager Debbie Smith, and Rick Painter. The meeting convened at 7:00 P.M. 

Motion by Metz, second by Messner to approve the December 11, 2008 Minutes as written, and motion carried.

Motion by Kennedy, second by Messner to approve the Water and Sewer Funds Treasurer Reports for December 2008, and motion carried.  

Motion by Kennedy, second by Messner to approve the December 2008 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.

GUEST: 
Leonard Thomas of 3 Park Drive did not attend this meeting – Mr. Thomas came to visit the Town Manager and stated that he had very low water pressure in his house, and knew at times it was as low as 20 PSI. He stated that he felt it was a direct result of the repairs that have been made over the years on both the Park Drive waterline and his service line. He also felt that the replacement of his service line should occur with the McKeldin Drive line replacement, and he was told it was looked into but was not financially feasible at this time.  He was made aware that a water main break on Potomac Street may have affected his water pressure. Superintendent Mose spoke to Mrs. Thomas, and staff followed up by taking a pressure reading at their meter which was 90 PSI, which was verified by Superintendent Mose.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

40A Water Line Extension Project Update: A pre-bid meeting was held on Wednesday, January 11, 2009 at 11:00 AM with forty (40) people in attendance to review the project specifications. Items to be verified and/or issued as possible addendums include;

· Change the size of the meter vault from 18x30 to 22x30 to accommodate both single and double meters at the request of the Town Superintendent and Crew Leader Greg Huntzberry because the 18” vault does not allow adequate room for maintenance staff to make repairs and buying one size vault will be less expensive for bidding purposes. 
· Plastic will be used instead of copper inside of the lines to be bored only.

· Blasting- several contractors questioned the disallowance of blasting for this project and requested this matter be revisited with SHA and the Town due to the time and expense that “hammering” will have. If not, will the town consider extending the 151 day construction period by a minimum of 30 days?
· Plans pg. 24 “Details”, state “the meters to be furnished and installed by others”. Addendum to be issued stating, “the meters to be furnished and installed by the CONTRACTOR”. 
· The question was posed as to whether any easements had to be obtained and CLSI said none were obtained because all work is to be done within the right-of-way.

· The SHA liquid asphalt index price for the month of January 2009 is to be used by all bidders.

· Town staff to help coordinate a construction staging area for materials and possible a field office.  The majority of the contractors said they will not use a field office.    

CLSI will be meeting with SHA on Monday, January 12, 2009 to finalize any concerns and the goal is to issue any addendums within 7 days although the contract allows any addendums to be issued up to 5 days before the bid date of Thursday, January 22, 2009 at 10 AM. 

WWTP Construction Update: Brian Lubenow is to follow up with a call to Lisa Trujillo at MDE for guidance concerning what the criteria will be for drying out the lagoon, and what to do with the rain water that accumulates since the electricity is proposed to be terminated at the lagoon once the new plant is started. The next meeting is scheduled for January 14, 2009.

Update on Developer Agreements: The Amendment to the 2006 King Road & Associates Annexation Agreement was approved by Mayor & Council on January 5, 2009, with the first payment submitted by King Roads & Associates according to the sewer tap pre-payment schedule.  The remaining five developer agreements have stipulations to sign the agreements by February 27, 2009; if they do not their sewer taps can be re-allocated.  TT&K, Easterday, and Fletcher’s Grove are expected to sign their agreements in February.   
Water Rate Study Review: Chairman Chambers reviewed the discussions that were held at November’s meeting.  A letter dated December 9, 2008 was sent to Richard Parks of ARRO regarding opting out of the Cost of Service Study, and a letter dated December 29, 2008 was sent regarding the Water Rate Study.  Both letters have not been addressed to date.  An email was received by the Town Manager today from Mr. Parks stating he would fax a response by the end of the day. Based on services rendered to date and no response from ARRO, the Commission Members proposed closing contracts with what has been paid to date. Motion by Metz, second by Kirby to end services with ARRO. Motion carried.
Reservoir Cover Replacement Update: Attorney Wantz reviewed Hallaton’s request for the Town to store the Reservoir materials until spring.  A letter dated December 19, 2008 was sent to Hallaton, along with a check for shipped materials, agreeing to their request to store the materials at the Reservoir until the spring with Hallaton assuming all liability.
NEW BUSINESS
Boonsboro Family Worship Center - Request for Waiver of Sanitary Sewer Installation: A request was made by the Boonsboro Family Worship Center to the Planning Commission to build a gymnasium on their property. Town Planner Clark spoke to Chairman Chambers regarding the situation with the Church’s only problem being is that they do not have sewer on that property.  The closest sewer hook up would be behind their property at Fletcher’s Grove. Because of the extremely high cost of connecting to the sewer, Boonsboro Family Worship Center requested a Waiver of Sanitary Installation in accordance with the Washington County Health Department. Town Planner Clark responded to their request, but included items that needed to be addressed concerning sanitary sewer disposal and the request of a feasibility study. Contact was to be made by Boonsboro Family Worship Center by January 2, 2009 in order to have the Waiver addressed by BMUC at this meeting. No contact has been made to date; therefore no action can be taken by BMUC.  
BOONSBORO/KEEDYSVILLE REGIONAL WATER BOARD REPORT – No report given. The next meeting will be the Annual Post-Holiday Dinner, and will be held at Bulls and Bears, in Hagerstown on February 4, 2009 at 6:30 PM.
MAYOR& COUNCIL REPORT: Meeting was held on January 5, 2009.  Signed the Amendment to the 2006 King Road & Associates Annexation Agreement, discussed the “Take Flight” Butterfly Sculpture in which the Thompson Family of Thompson Gas & ACE Hardware is donating to the Town, and Mayor Kauffman and Town Manager Smith will conduct a tour of Boonsboro for the Washington County Leadership Hagerstown group on January 9, 2009.
TOWN MANAGER REPORT: The Town’s website address has been changed.  It is now www.town.boonsboro.md.us
Motion by Kennedy, second by Metz to adjourn the meeting at 8:20 PM.  
Respectfully submitted,

Harold Kirby
Secretary
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