BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

 JANUARY 3, 2011
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, Barbara Wetzel, and Janeen Solberg. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 

· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the December 6, 2010 Public Hearing Minutes and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the December 6, 2010 Regular Session Minutes with amendments made, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve the December 6, 2010 Workshop Executive Session Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the December 2010 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the December 2010 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE

· The Mayor and Council received many Christmas cards during the holiday
· Thank you card from the Town staff for this year’s Christmas bonus
· Invitation to attend the MML meeting hosted by Sharpsburg on January 24, 2011
· Washington County Relay for Life will be held on April 15 and 16, 2011 to benefit the American Cancer Society
· Financial statements for the year ending June 30, 2010 from both the Fire Department and the Rescue Company
· The Tri-County Council, located in Frostburg, needs an additional MML member. Tri-County Council is requesting that a Washington County MML member consider joining the Board
· County Commissioners announced that the Harper’s Ferry Road bridge re-opened December 22, 2010
· Washington County EDC “Crossroads” newsletter
· Announcement that LGIT will make an insurance presentation at the Sharpsburg MML meeting
· Email from “Clean Current,” Maryland’s leading independent green energy company, about clean energy initiatives
· PATH power line project update letter

Mayor’s State of the Town Address: The Mayor presented the Annual State of the Town Address, which included many of the highlights throughout 2010. 
Included in the highlights were the recognition of multiple citizens for their service to the Town, the passing of a Resolution to amend the staggered terms for the 2010 Town election, the formation of the Charter Review Committee, the de-annexation of the Reese property, and the approval of a Memorandum of Understanding with the Department of Corrections for a daily two man inmate work crew.  Superintendent Bob Mose retired after twenty-two years of service and Rick Painter was designated as the Superintendent of the Water & Wastewater Facilities, and Tom Fraley became part of the town’s Public Works department in October.

The annual events were held throughout the year with the exception of the Christmas Decorating Contest, which was replaced by a Town Scavenger Hunt. The town election was held in May, the town also joined the National League of Cities, and the implementation of the Emergency Notification System through Global Connect.
The Town received Federal Stimulus funds through the County to construct the King Farm Road entrance into the police department, the promise of POS funding in 2012, funding from FEMA for blizzard snow recovery expenses, a donation from Nora Roberts to be used for recycling, and the Historical Society received funding to begin the rehabilitation of the Warrenfeltz building. 
 The Town contracted a landscaping company to assist with grass mowing. The Town approved the Constant Yield Tax Rate at $0.32.23 per thousand, had a positive Annual Audit for Fiscal Year 2010, completed Phase 1 of the Shafer Park Expansion, and enforced a “No Parking” area along Saint Paul Street. Washington County Commissioners chose to stop the annual Tax Differential payment to all municipalities by crediting the funds to the property owners in Town, and the State Highway User Revenue remains cut by 90%. The Mayor also thanked the Town staff, Police Department, and Council Members for a positive year. 
Council Member Chambers provided a summary of the water and sewer facility projects for 2010, stating that the Waste Water Treatment Plant has been operational for a full year, and that the Alternate 40 Waterline is now complete. He further reported that efforts are being made to make the operating cost of the Waste Water Treatment Plant more efficient, by working with developers and trying to reduce some of the I&I issues in the current collection system. He also commented on the retirement of Superintendent Bob Mose. He stated that 2011 would bring opportunities to work with the Planning Commission and several developers who have submitted conceptual and preliminary development plans connecting them to the town’s water and sewer system. 
COMMISSION REPORTS
Police & Public Safety Commission – J. Solberg. No meeting was held in December. There is one (1) vacancy. 
Park Board – C. Kauffman. No meeting was held in December.
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on December 9, 2010. Discussions included AC&T sewer repairs and upgrade for their proposed expansion project, the Alternate 40 Waterline connection deadline and notification process by the Washington County Heath Department, and the King Road Phase 1 preliminary plans and water and sewer reports review.
Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on December 28, 2010. Discussions included a recommendation to the Board of Appeals for a Variance request at 331 South Main Street (BZA10-08), the Concept Plan for the Easterday Property Commercial Pads 1 and 2, and the Graystone Section F Preliminary Plan 1st submittal.  
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. No meeting was held in December. 

Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Council of Governments will hold their next meeting on January 27, 2011. Community Outreach will hold their next meeting on January 13, 2011 at the Sheriff Department. 
Police Department Activity Report – Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 269 calls for service, which included 46 motor vehicle violations and 0 parking citations. Arrests for the month of December included zero (0) adults and zero (0) juveniles. 

Town Manager – D. Smith
· The Town received a past due developer Sewer Tap payment in the amount of $39,000
· Two work-release inmates from the Department of Corrections will begin working with the Town on January 4, 2011
· Program Open Space Grant request for Fiscal Year 2012 for an additional $50,000 submitted to offset the construction cost of the Park Expansion Project
· The Maryland Energy Association Grant for the Police Dept. replacement windows and doors is moving forward
· The half-year financial status and Budget Review will be held next month
· The Personnel Committee will meet on January 20, 2011 at 4 PM

CITIZENS COMMENTS
· Joyce Kaetzel – Voiced concerns regarding parking, speeding, and over-all safety on the roads around Shafer Park.

The Mayor stated that the area would be evaluated and suggested that Ms. Kaetzel attend the Police & Public Safety Meeting on January 13, 2011 to further express her concerns.
The Meeting closed at 8:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant
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