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As the New Year dawns, the Mayor and Council hopes it will bring the safe return of our troops, spread joy throughout the land, prosperity and good fortune to you and to all of your loved ones.
TOWN HALL HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
Martin Luther King’s  Birthday – Monday, Jan. 17
SHAFER PARK RESERVATIONS

We will begin taking bookings for park pavilions and the community center on  Monday,  January 3rd. Please call 301-432-5141 or stop by the town office to make your reservation. (Email bookings are not accepted.) Pavilion fees for residents are $35 (small) and $40 (large), non-resident fees are $10 higher.  The community center fee is $60 plus a $50 security deposit when you come to pick up the key.

CHRISTMAS TREE PICKUP
During the month of January, town employees will pick up Christmas trees placed at the curbside on Mondays only.  After Jan. 31st, you must dispose of a tree at your own expense.   No other organic materials will be picked up until mid-March at the earliest.
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WHEN IT SNOWS – BE READY

Residents are reminded to clear away snow and ice at least 36 inches in width along their sidewalks.  Snow and ice shall be removed from sidewalks in business districts within 4 business hours after the snow, sleet or freezing rain ceases or by the beginning of the business hours of the next business day.  Snow and ice shall be removed from all other sidewalks on the same day that the snow, sleet or freezing rain ceases or within the first 10 hours of daylight.

PLEASE - Assist our Town Employees by cleaning off the water meter covers and the area around the fire hydrants.

REMEMBER – Parking on Main Street (a Maryland State Highway) when the Snow Emergency Plan is in effect is illegal and your vehicle will be towed.
YARD DEBRIS 
Beginning Monday, February 7th, the yard debris/oil recycling site located at 6927 Monroe Road will re-open to town residents Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. and on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. until April 2011 when it will be open every Saturday. Stop by Town Hall to get a new 2011 permit to access the site. All we need is your driver’s license and the tag number of the vehicle you will be using.
The normal Monday debris pickup will resume in mid-March, weather permitting.

The following rules and regulations apply to both the pickups and the site itself.

· Paper lawn bags must be used for grass, leaves and garden debris

· Maximum of 8 bags per household weighing no more than 30 lbs. each

· Brush and branches no thicker than 4-inches in diameter must be cut to a length of no more than 4-feet, tied into bundles or placed in paper lawn bags separate from other lawn debris

· No stones, sod, flower pots or other trash shall be mixed with the debris

· Anyone found dumping anything other than policy stipulated items or sharing of their permit, will be banned from accessing the area.
COMMISSION VACANCIES
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
Any resident interested in applying to fill this vacancy should contact Town Planner Megan Clark at 301-432-5690.  The person would be filling an unexpired term which runs through July 2013.  This board meets on the third Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall as needed.
POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION
This commission has an unexpired term which needs to be filled. Monthly meetings are at 7 p.m. on the second Thursday in the Town Hall.  Interested parties should leave his/her name at the clerk’s window during regular business hours.
EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
The Town recently implemented this service through Global Connect in October 2010. This allows our staff and police to reach participating residents in our community with time-sensitive information during unforeseen events or emergencies.  This system uses phone, e-mail and text messaging. We can also notify residents of upcoming Town events or schedule changes. Should 301-432-5141 show up on your Caller ID, you received a notification from us.
If you haven’t already subscribed to this system, you can do so by going to our website and clicking the ‘sign-up’ link on the right-hand side of the homepage.  No access to a computer, call Town Hall and we’ll be glad to enter the information for you.
