NEWS from TOWN HALL               Summer  2010
21 N Main St      Boonsboro MD 21713     301-432-5141
email – bns.townhall@myactv.net            web site www.town.boonsboro.md.us

Holiday Closings
Town Offices will be closed for the following legal holidays:

Independence Day – Monday, July 5th
Labor Day – Monday, September 6th 

(Residential trash collections will not be affected by these holidays.)

Shafer Park Concerts
Set aside these evenings to join us in Shafer Park for the following concerts.  Concert time is 7 p.m.  (Please check website for possible changes.)
Sunday, June 20th – Mt. NEBO Praise Team

Sunday, August 8th  –  Locohero, with Lynn Routzahn

Tenth Annual Independence Day Celebration
This year, we will celebrate our national holiday on the evening of Friday, July 2nd in Shafer Park. (Rain date Monday, July 5th.)  The fun, food, and festivities begin around 5 p.m. and end with fireworks about 9:30 p.m.  Various organizations will be selling hot dogs, hamburgers, soft shell crabs, country ham sandwiches, French fries, soft serve ice cream & brownies, cotton candy, pop corn, lemonade, bottled water and soft drinks. The Rohrersville Band and a DJ who will be taking requests throughout the evening will provide entertainment.  Please bring lawn chairs or blankets.   


National Night Out – America’s Night Against Crime
This is a community-police awareness raising which takes place on Tuesday, August 3rd in Shafer Park running from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Free food and drinks will be provided.  The Mayor & Council, the Boonsboro Police Department, and the Public Safety Commission jointly sponsor this well-attended event. MD CHIP (Child Identification Program) can help locate missing children by collecting data on a child including finger prints, photo and identifying characteristics. The Western MD Masonic Lodge will be providing this service free-of-charge in the Community Center. Pertinent information on the child is required. 

Boonesborough Days
The Boonsboro Historical Society’s annual juried craft show which is always held on the weekend following Labor Day. The dates are Saturday and Sunday, September 11th and 12th, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For more information call 301-432-5889.

Commission Vacancy
The Board of Zoning Appeals has a vacancy to be filled.  Interested?  Contact Town Hall to submit your name for consideration.

New Business in Town

Icing Bakery & Café (owned by Lacy & Tom Barnhart) is a welcomed addition to the Town, serving cookies, cakes,  assorted pastries, sandwiches, salads, soups and coffee. Located at 7 N. Main Street, beside the Inn Boonsboro.
ATTENTION BOONSBORO SEWER CUSTOMERS-Effective July 1, 2010 - The base rate for residential sewer customers will increase from $53 to $55 per quarter.  The additional gallonage rate will change from $2.50 per each 1,000 gallons to $3.00. These new figures will be reflected on your September 2010 invoice.   A minimum bill of a 6,000 gallon water usage will be $119.50 with the breakdown as follows:  

Water – 23.00; Sewer - 55.00; Sanitation - 15.00; Debt Service – 19.00; Bay Restoration Fund (BRF) – 7.50

The sewer rate for Commercial Customers will increase from $53 to $55 per EDU and from $2.50 to $3 for each 1,000 gallons used per billing quarter.
[image: image1.wmf]  Reminders    A unique feature of living in a small town is having the advantage of walking to nearby locations, such as  

                      the park, library, town hall, and downtown retail shops. Boonsboro has many pedestrians and motorized 
                         wheelchairs that utilize the sidewalks throughout town, so we ask that everyone please remember that 
                        bicycles, scooters and skateboards are not permitted on public sidewalks and it is also illegal to block a 
                     driveway and/or a public sidewalk with a vehicle. 
Please keep in mind, the Town’s Property Maintenance Code states that lawns, yards, sidewalks, and vacant lots are to be kept clean and free from weeds exceeding 12 inches in height.  Rubbish and junk should be removed to avoid becoming home to vermin such as rats and snakes.

Water Meters and Fire Hydrant Clearance: We know that water meters and fire hydrants are not the most attractive lawn ornaments and many property owners try covering them up with grass, flowers and landscaping. Please keep in mind that they are an important part of the town’s infrastructure and they need to be accessed on a regular basis by town staff and must be kept clear and visible. Any damage to a meter should be reported to Town Hall immediately.

Household trash is to be placed in plastic bags before being put inside trashcans.  In lieu of trashcan, heavy-duty plastic trash bags are permissible.  If you have food items like meat or seafood that would attract animals, wrap it in newspaper or paper bag and then in a grocery plastic bag before putting into with your other trash.  Do not put brush, grass, weeds, or garden debris in with your trash. It will not be collected.

Yard debris, grass and brush is to be placed at the curb in front of your property, (NOT IN THE PUBLIC STREET) no earlier than 4:00 P.M. on the Sunday evening for Monday morning collection (if Monday is a town honored holiday, pickup will be Tuesday) You may also take your own debris to the town’s yard debris site located 6927 Monroe Rd. by obtaining a free permit from town hall. 

Pets: Boonsboro has an Animal Control Ordinance, which is enforced by Washington County via the animal control authority (Washington County SPCA).  If you have major problems with dogs (1) running loose, damaging, soiling or defecating on private property; (2) barking excessively or howling so as to disturb the neighboring area; (3) acting aggressively to other animals or humans; or (4) living in unsanitary or dangerous conditions -  contact the SPCA immediately at 301-733-2060. In Boonsboro, dogs are to be leashed at all times when not on the owner’s property.  Dogs are not permitted in Shafer Park.  Also, in effect is a pooper-scooper law, which means you are expected to clean up after your pet.  The easiest way is to carry a small plastic bag that can be used as a ‘glove’ to pick up after the dog.

Yard Sales: In Maryland, residents are allowed two-(2) yard sales per year.  Each day is considered one-(1) yard sale.  If you want to surpass this limit, you are required by law to obtain a state sales tax license through the office of the Washington County Clerk of the Circuit Court.  For more information call 301-790-7991.

Contact Information: We would like to be able to notify you in case of an emergency such as a broken water main and therefore would like to have a current phone number to add to your billing information. Your number will not be given out unless it is already listed in a phone directory.  Please put the number on your utilities remittance stub.   Landlords, please ask your tenants to provide Town Hall with a contact number for the same purpose and also let your tenants know that they may obtain copies of the newsletter at the Town Hall so that they are aware of upcoming events and changes in Town policies. 

For more information regarding these policies, please visit the town’s website at www.town.boonsboro.md.us or contact Town Hall at 301-432-5141.
