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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
wednesday, November 26, 2008
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman Bob Snyder, Vice-Chairman David Ambrose, Kim Koerting, and W. Carvel Wright, Jr. 

Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner

Guests: William Brennan, Jim Draper, and Christopher Ganley (Fletcher’s Grove)


Mike & Todd Easterday (Easterday Property)


Mike Battern (Battlefield Estates)

Absent/Excused:    Rob Maricle, Julie Green, Thurston Faulder and Mayor and Council Liaison Frank Nuice

PRESIDING:
Chairman Bob Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The meeting minutes of the October 22, 2008 Planning Commission meeting were approved as presented.
NEW BUSINESS
REQUEST FOR BOND REDUCTIONS/RELEASES: Fletcher’s Grove, Phases I, Phase I Re-Plat, and Phase II
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the bond requests for Fletcher’s Grove Phase I. She stated the requests are to reduce the bonds for the public water and sewer system and roads 95% and reduce the bond for the Stormwater Management Ponds 95% for a remaining balance of $9,165.40. Engineering review and inspections had been completed and the engineers have made a recommendation to reduce the bond for the Public Water and Sewer system and roads. 

With regards to the Stormwater Management ponds, Town Planner Clark stated the Town has adopted the policies of the County. She stated the County does not reduce or release the bonds for SWM until as-builts have been approved, a maintenance agreement signed, and a new bond posted for the maintenance. According to the County, Town Planner Clark stated that there would be comments forthcoming of the as-builts submitted for the ponds, therefore it is recommended to deny the bond for SWM.
Vice-Chairman Ambrose made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO REDUCE THE BONDS FOR PUBLIC WATER AND SEWER AND ROADS OF FLETCHER’S GROVE, PHASE I BY 95% CONTINGENT UPON A SIGNED ONE YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT. Mr. Wright seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Mr. Brennan stated he spoke to Washington County and Town Planner Clark and is getting conflicted information regarding the procedure for SWM. Mr. Draper said his concern regarding SWM is that the bond is with the Town of Boonsboro. He stated that he understands that the Town has adopted the policies of the County; however it would be more efficient if the bond could be reduced to ten percent and then the other bond be posted with the County. Town Planner Clark stated that the County requires a different type of bond for maintenance and although the bond is with the County, the Town can still take the recommendation of the County on what do with the bond. 

Chairman Snyder stated that when new information is received from the County concerning the status of the SWM ponds, a phone poll vote could be taken regarding a recommendation for reduction of the SWM bonds. 

Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the bond requests for Fletcher’s Grove, Phase I Re-Plat. She stated the requests are to reduce the bond for the public water and sewer system 95% for a remaining balance of $17,257.00, to reduce the bond for roads, sidewalks, curbs, and storm drain 95% for a remaining balance of $26,609.00 and to reduce the bond for sediment and erosion control by 100%.  Engineering review and inspections had been completed and the engineers have made a recommendation to reduce the bonds by 95% for both the Public Water and Sewer system and roads. The engineers also recommend reducing the bond for sediment and erosion control by 100% since a maintenance agreement is not required. 
Commission Member Wright made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO REDUCE THE BONDS FOR PUBLIC WATER AND SEWER  AND ROADSOF FLETCHER’S GROVE, PHASE I RE-PLAT BY 95% CONTINGENT UPON A SIGNED ONE YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT AND TO REDUCE THE BOND FOR SEDIMENT AND EROSION CONTROL BY 100%. Vice-Chairman Ambrose seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the bond requests for Fletcher’s Grove, Phase II. She stated the requests are to reduce the bond for the public water and sewer system 95% for a remaining balance of $7,284.00, and to reduce the bond for roads, sidewalks, curbs, and storm drain 75% for a remaining balance of $141,401.00 Engineering review and inspections had been completed and the engineers have made a recommendation to reduce the bonds by 95% for the Public Water and Sewer system and reduce the bond for roads by 75%.

Vice-Chairman Ambrose made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO REDUCE THE BOND FOR PUBLIC WATER AND SEWER OF FLETCHER’S GROVE, PHASE II BY 95% CONTINGENT UPON A SIGNED ONE YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT AND TO REDUCE THE BOND FOR ROADS, CURBS, SIDEWALKS, AND STORM DRAINAGE BY 75%. Commission Member Wright seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MINOR SUBDIVISION APPROVAL: Todd Easterday, Parcels A, B, & C
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the Minor Subdivision. She stated the project proposes to divide the ninety acre property into three parcels based upon the zoning boundaries. The project does not propose any new streets or development on the properties. In addition, the proposed new parcels would have to come back the Planning Commission when ready to be developed. She also stated the project had been forwarded to Washington County for approval of an exemption of forest conservation and the County had informed her that approval is forthcoming. 
Commission Member Wright made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE PLAT OF MINOR SUBDIVISION. Commission Member Koerting seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
FINAL PLAT APPROVAL: Battlefield Estates
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the Final Plan. She stated the Preliminary Plan for the project was previously approved in August of 2007. There are two concerns to be discussed for the final plan which are the forest conservation and maintenance of the parking areas. The first is the Final Plan states that the forest conservation areas will be dedicated and maintained by the Town of Boonsboro. The other option is to have to the HOA maintain the forest conservation areas. The County has stated that they need to have this information before they can approve the final forest conservation plan.
Board Member Wright stated that the forest conservation area is deeded to the Town as well. Town Planner Clark concurred. She stated that this is typically how forest conservation areas are handled within the County. 

Chairman Snyder stated that the SWM area adjacent to the forest conservation area will be the Town’s responsibility. Town Planner Clark concurred. He stated that he did not see any objection then to the maintenance and ownership of the forest conservation area either.

Town Planner Clark stated the second concern was the maintenance of the parking areas. She stated that if the parking areas were delineated as an easement on the plans, then they could be dedicated as part of the right of way and the Town would maintain this area. As shown on the proposed plans, the parking areas are delineated as open space and thus the responsibility of the HOA. 

Board Member Wright asked where the parking areas were. Mr. Battern stated that there are six spaces at the end of the cul-de-sac and then there are spaces between units 27 and 28. The parking is currently outside of the right-of-way. 

Board Member Koerting asked whether the pavement section in the parking areas was the same for the right-of-ways. Mr. Battern stated the pavement did not change. 

Mr. Battern stated when the project had previously come before the Planning Commission, the Commission had stated that they did not want any more private streets, so the street is designed as a public right of way; however the parking is currently outside of that right-of-way. He stated that if the Town wanted to maintain the parking area, the plan could easily be changed. 
Board Member Wright stated he did not see any reason for the Town to maintain the parking area. Chairman Snyder agreed because the Town is to foresee the maintenance of streets, not parking areas.
Vice-Chairman Ambrose made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE FINAL PLAT CONTINGENT UPON TECHNICAL COMMENTS BEING ADDRESSED, SIGNED PUBLIC WORKS AGREEMENTS AND BOND AMOUNTS POSTED, AND APPROVAL FROM WASHINGTON COUNTY FOR SWM AND FOREST CONSERVATION. Commission Member Koerting seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
PLAT OF BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT APPROVAL: Parcel A, William Tritapoe
Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the plan. She stated the project proposes to move the rear property line of Lot 1 twenty-two feet. She stated the project still meets all the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance with this adjustment.
Commission Member Wright made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE PLAT OF BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT. Vice-Chairman Ambrose seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Approval to Forward for Inter-Agency Review
Town Planner Clark stated the consultant, ERM, had addressed all the Commission’s comments on the previous drafts and the next step is to forward the draft Comprehensive Plan to MD Department of Planning for a mandatory 60-day review and comment period. She stated she had prepared a letter that would be forwarded to the MDP with the draft plan as well as Washington County. She asked the Commission for a formal motion to forward the plan.

Commission Member Koerting made a MOTION TO FORWARD THE DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR INTER-AGENCY REVIEW. Vice-Chairman Ambrose seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
OTHER BUSINESS:

Planning and Zoning Department Updates

None
CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT


There were no comments from the Commission.

ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Bob Snyder declared the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
