MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

April 6, 2009

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation.  In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. Attorney William Wantz joined the meeting at 7:45 PM. 

Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the March 2, 2009 Regular Session Minutes with amendments made, and motion carried.
Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Kauffman to approve the March 2, 2008 Executive Session Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the March 30, 2009 Workshop Session Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve the March 30, 2008 Executive Workshop Session Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Long to approve the March 2009 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Kauffman to approve the March 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.

GUESTS

· Linda Reeder, Admissions Director for Reeder’s Memorial Home, extended an invitation to the Mayor and Council and community to take part in the Community Spirit Month and Health Fair to be held on April 17, 2009 from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Reeder’s Memorial Home.  A canned food drive will also be held at this time.
CORRESPONDENCE

· The Mayor read to the children at Mount Nebo Pre-School on March 3, 2009 for Dr. Seuss’s Birthday

· Boonsboro Ambulance & Rescue Company Appreciation Banquet was held at Next Dimensions Restaurant on March 7, 2009

· The Mayor and Town Manager attended the Stimulus Package Information Session at Hagerstown Community College on March 9, 2009
· The American Legion National Commander Dave Rehbein visited Clopper-Michael Post 10 and met with the Mayor on March 14, 2009
· Maryland Municipal League held their meeting on March 23, 2009,  hosted by the Town of Funkstown

· The Mayor spoke to 25 senior citizen during a lunch time meeting in Boonsboro on March 24, 2009
· Planning and Zoning Comprehensive Plan review meeting was held between the Mayor and Council and Planning Commission on March 25, 2009

· The Mayor met with the Boonsboro Middle School 8th grade class – spoke about History and Local Government on March 30, 2009

· Thank you letter from Dave Rehbein, National Commander of the American Legion, for the warm welcome in Boonsboro 
· May 2, 2009 Junior Special Olympic at Boonsboro High School field for all 4th and 5th graders in Washington County.  Rain date is May 9, 2009

· Invitation to the Celebration of Business 2009 sponsored by the Washington County Economics Development Commission on April 14, 2009 at Fountain Head County Club

· May 18, 2009 is the Maryland Municipal League Community Recognition Event
· Invitation for Mayor and Council from Sharpsburg to take part in their Memorial Day Parade on May 23, 2009
· Invitation for Mayor and Council to take part in the Boonsboro Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony on May 24, 2009 hosted by the Clopper-Michael Post 10 Ladies Auxiliary 
· Letter from Orpha Wade concerning the article in the newspaper about the rebuilding of the Tavern in Boonsboro, and the correction of name of the street where the property was located. 
· Invitation for Mayor and Council from South Mountain Little League to take part in Opening Day on April 11, 2009 at 9:00 AM
· Briefing of Events and Updates from the Maryland Municipal League 

· Invitation for Mayor and Council from the Recycling Task Force to take part in Green Fest on May 9, 2009 for the ribbon cutting ceremony at 11:00 AM
· Washington County Economic Development Commission has published a new pamphlet which will be distributed throughout the County 

· Letter from the Recycling Task Force concerning the assistance from the Town in purchasing additional liability insurance for Green Fest.
· The Mayor stated that Green Fest is a Town sponsored event, that the Recycling Task Force is part of the Town’s committees, and that the Town’s liability insurance will cover this event. Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Kauffman to approve Green Fest as a Town sponsored event in which the Town’s liability insurance will cover, and motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS
South Mountain Little League (SMLL) Senior Field Fence Funding Support: The Mayor reviewed that League President John Saunders met with the Mayor and Council at the March Workshop Meeting to present the SMLL proposal for the backstop and fencing for the Senior Field. The Mayor stated that Mr. Saunders plans to apply to the Gaming Commission for the 2009 Fund Distribution which was recently announced, but that Mr. Saunders does not feel that the awarded funds will cover the entire cost. The Mayor explained that the league did receive $1,000 from the Sons of the American Legion Clopper-Michael Post 10. The proposal from the SMLL is for the Mayor and Council to front 100% of the cost for the backstop and fencing now, with 25% to be requested from Keedysville and 20% to be requested by Sharpsburg to reimburse the Town. The Mayor proposed combining the $6,400 current SMLL loan balance with the extension of the requested $26,000, for a total loan of $32,400 without interest for a term of 5 years.  Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Wetzel to approved the South Mountain Little League funding support in the additional amount of $26,000, and motion carried.
Proposal to Issue Notice of Intent to Award Alternate 40 Waterline Contract: Council Member Chambers reviewed the results from the Thursday, February 19, 2009 bid opening for the construction of the Alternate 40 Waterline Extension Project. Eleven (11) bids were submitted to the Town with the lowest bid from W.F. Delaughter & Son, Inc. at $903,395.94. The three lowest bids, along with the contractors DBE (Disadvantaged Business Enterprise) and WBE (Women's Business Enterprise) documentation were submitted to the Maryland Department of the Environment for review and approval, which is expected to take between thirty (30) to ninety (90) days. CLSI recommends that the Town issue a Notice of Intent to Award to W.F. Delaughter & Son, Inc. Council Member Chambers stated that a meeting will be held with the representatives of the Maryland Department of the Environment, the Washington County Health Department and the Town sometime in April to discuss construction and proposed debt service information. This information will be shared at a public informational meeting to be scheduled prior to the start of construction. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the issuing of the Notice of Intent to Award the Alternate 40 Waterline Contract, and motion carried.
Proposed Developer Agreement Amendment: Attorney Wantz announced that the 29 remaining sewer taps required to cover the first five years of debt service for the construction of the wastewater plant have been purchased by two developers.  
· Attorney Wantz presented an Agreement supplementing the Amendment to the 8486, LLC Agreement providing the request to pre-purchase an additional 9 sewer taps at $11,000 per tap by providing a payment of $5,572.15 with the execution and approval of the agreement, representing payments attributable to the additional taps through April 1, 2009 as indicated on the sewer tap installment payment schedule established to fund the first five years of Debt Service with the USDA, Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration, and the Interim Construction Financing through Susquehanna Bank. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to accept the Amendment to the 2006 8486, LLC Annexation Agreement, with Council Member Wetzel opposing due to the uncertain guarantee of water taps for all sewer taps, Council Member Chambers abstaining, and motion carried 3-2.
· An Agreement supplementing the Amendment to the Easterday Agreement providing the request to pre-purchase an additional 20 sewer taps at $11,000 per tap by providing a payment of $10,247.60 with the execution and approval of the agreement, representing payments attributable to the additional taps through April 1, 2009 as indicated on the sewer tap installment payment schedule established to fund the first five years of Debt Service with USDA, Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration, and the Interim Construction Financing through Susquehanna Bank. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Hawkins to accept the Amendment to the 2006 Easterday Annexation Agreement, with Council Member Wetzel opposing due to the uncertain guarantee of water taps for all sewer taps, and motion carried 4-1.

Fletcher’s Grove Storm Water Management Ponds Bond Reduction Requests: The Town Planner reviewed the Planning Commissions approval and recommendation to the Mayor and Council to release the bonds for the Storm Water Management Ponds 1 and 3 of Fletcher’s Grove, reducing the bond by $122,204 and retaining a surety of $61,102 for Pond 2. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the Fletcher’s Grove Storm Water Management Ponds Bond Reduction Requests, with Council Member Chambers abstaining, and motion carried 5-1.
Boonsboro Cemetery Association Project Support Request: The Boonsboro Cemetery Association is requesting funding support to assist in the restoration of a deteriorating stone support wall, which is part of the cemetery where Boonsboro’s founder resides behind the Trinity Reformed Church on Potomac Street. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve a donation of $5,000 to the Boonsboro Cemetery Association for the repair of the wall, and motion carried.
Recommendation to Close “NAPA” Alley to Vehicular Traffic:  Assistant Mayor Long reviewed the recommendation from the Police and Public Safety Commission to close the alley beside the Boonsboro NAPA Automotive Store to vehicular traffic due to the increased traffic on Main Street, and to utilize the alley as a pedestrian walkway. Consensus is to table this request until the May meeting in order to gather additional information and citizens input.
Request to Name Alley behind the Fire Department: Assistant Mayor Long reviewed the recommendation from the Police and Public Safety Commission to name the alley that runs from Saint Paul Street to Center Street behind the Fire Department as “Firehall Alley.” Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the naming of the alley as Firehall Alley, and motion carried.
Approval to Submit COPS Grant Application: Chief Hewett made a recommendation to Mayor and Council for the Police Department to submit an application for a COPS Grant that would fund one officer in an administrative position for a period of 3 years. The submission deadline is April 14, 2009 and if the grant is funded, it will require the Mayor and Council to fund the position in the fourth year. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the submitting of the COPS Grant Application as requested, and motion carried.
Budget Workshop: Mayor and Council will review the proposed general fund Fiscal Year 2010 Budget on April 20, 2009 at 7:00 PM, at Town Hall.
Shafer Park Expansion Phase 1 Update: Council Member Hawkins explained that the Annual Fishing Derby will be canceled this year due to the lack of grass on the field because the seeding process did not take and combined with the amount of rain that has occurred and there is no place at this time for the public to park for the Fishing Derby.  
· Council Member Wetzel had concerns regarding access to the new Police Station when they move into the former King House. Chief Hewett explained that a new entrance off of the newly constructed park entrance will be engineered, but they will have temporary public access from Potomac Street.  Council Member Hawkins further explained that the access to the new Police Station was not part of the original Phase 1 construction, and that the access and sidewalks will be re-bid. 
The Mayor and his wife attended the Raven Roost Chapter 7 Banquet on March 4, 2009 at the Elks Club in Hagerstown.  He stated that Matt Stover and Sam Cook of the Baltimore Ravens were the guest speakers, and that they were very inspiring. All of the Washington County Football Teams were represented at the banquet, and a Scholarship was presented to Eddie Seabright, of Boonsboro High School in the amount of $2,500. 

COMMISSION REPORTS

Planning Commission- M. Clark.  Meeting held on March 25, 2009. The Mayor and Council attended the meeting to review the Draft Comprehensive Plan.  Recommendation to the Mayor and Council concerning the Request for Bond Reduction: Fletcher’s Grove Storm Water Management.  
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. A brief meeting was held in March. A Ribbon Cutting Ceremony honoring the 12 new businesses in the Town will be held on April 25, 2009 at the Library Community Room at 12 noon. A formal invitation was extended to the Mayor and Council and Town Hall office employees.  The Commission voted to reappoint George Messner to serve another term on the Commission, and ask that the Mayor and Council approve the recommendation. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the recommendation of George Messner to another term on the Economic Development Commission, and motion carried.
Police & Public Safety – H. Long. Meeting held on March 12, 2009. Discussions were held concerning closing the alley beside Boonsboro NAPA Automotive Store to vehicular traffic, and naming the alley behind the Fire Department.   
Police Chief Report – J. Hewett. The Police Department received 330 calls for service, which included 63 motor vehicle violations and 11 parking citations. Arrests for the month of February included four (4) adults (1 for driving while intoxicated, 1 for Felony Theft, and 2 for possession of CDS (drugs) and related charges) and zero (0) juvenile.
Utilities – K. Chambers. Meeting held on March 12, 2009. Discussions were held concerning the closing out of the Water Rate and Cost of Service Study contract with ARRO, and the current updates on the Alternate 40 Water Line Extension Project and the bids that were received.  Construction updates for the Waste Water Treatment Plant were given including construction status of 87.8% completion, the request for 60-day extension, and the bid opening for Biosolids Hauling and Disposal. Updates were presented for developer agreements from Easterday and 8486, LLC, and the date was announced for the installation of the new Reservoir cover.  Proposals for the Park Well modifications, cleaning of the Reservoir, and the waterline connection for the Mount Nebo United Methodist Church new construction were approved.  The first draft of the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget was reviewed. 
Park Board - R. Hawkins, Sr. Meeting held on March 23, 2009. Discussions were held concerning the purchase of new basketball hoops and backboards, the Wagon Train, the cancellation of the Fishing Derby, and the singing up of local nonprofit vendors for the Independence Day Celebration.  Trees are to be planted in conjunction with a clean up day in the Park scheduled in April.  The Summer Concert Series has been scheduled and set.  
Town Manager – D. Smith.
· Two letters were submitted on behalf of House Bill 1414, to create a funding reserve out of the Community Legacy Fund for urgent projects for Municipalities.
· A meeting was held in Town Hall concerning the Town employee Health Insurance and cost saving options. 

· Town employees have completed the review of the Personnel Policy, and the Personnel Committee would like to set a date with the Mayor and Council to review the updates. 
· The replacement of the flooring in Town Hall will begin on April 13, 2009.
· Shafer Park is officially open for the season.
· Easter Egg Hunt, sponsored by Clopper-Michael Post 10, is scheduled for April 12, 2009
· Town Bulk Trash Pick-Up is scheduled for April 18, 2009

CITIZEN COMMENTS – 
· Janeen Solberg extended a thank you to the Mayor and Council and Town for the purchase of the portable recycling containers for use at Town events.  
· Laura Kirby asked what will happen to the additional 20 sewer taps that were pre-purchased by the Easterday’s if that property is sold.  The Mayor explained that the sewer taps will convey to the new owner.
· Barinda Golden read an Easter poem to the Mayor and Council.
Meeting closed at 9:00 PM, with a motion by Mayor Kauffman. Motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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