BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

JANUARY 4, 2010
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Natalie Mose, Cynthia Kauffman, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 

Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the December 7, 2009 Public Hearing Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the December 7, 2009 Regular Session Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Hawkins to approve the December 2009 Treasurers Report and motion carried.

Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Mose to approve the December 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

CORRESPONDENCE

· Thank you card and Christmas ornament from Hagerstown Magazine for patronage throughout 2009 
· MML Meeting will be hosted by Boonsboro on Monday, January 25, 2010
· Mayor and Council Workshop will be held on Tuesday, January 26, 2010, due to the MML Meeting
· Invitation to attend the Tribute to Elizabeth Morgan at Fountain Head County Club on January 28, 2010
· Email from County Commissioner Aleshire explaining the County Tax Set-Off and Differential
· Invitation from the First Hose Company of Boonsboro to attend their Annual Banquet on January 30, 2010
· Winter 2009 Bugle Call Magazine from Heart of the Civil War Heritage 
· Christmas card and letter from Bill Abeles
· Email from Norm Bassett announcing the County’s Non-Emergency Dispatch phone number

· Letter announcing the retirement of Gene Hager from Antietam Cable. His position has been filled by Bryan Lynch 

· Letter from Ken Clements regarding the availability of utilities for his parcel, which will be forwarded to the BMUC
· National League of Cities (NLC) Newsletter
· Letter from Rex Hovie, 13 N. Carolina Reenactment Group, working towards creating a walking trail to Reno Monument 

· Request from Emily Keller of Heaven Sent Learning Center to speak to a group of 3 year old students at the end of January
NEW BUSINESS
Approval of (Revised) Resolution 2009-05; Amending the Charter of the Town of Boonsboro: The Mayor stated that a Public Hearing was held at 6:45 PM for public input on the revised Resolution 2009-05, with no comments received. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Mose to approve (Revised) Resolution 2009-05; Amending the Charter of the Town of Boonsboro. Motion carried unanimously.

Introduction and Approval of Resolution 2009-07; Transitional Rule for the 2010 Election: Town Manager Smith stated that the Transitional Rule for the 2010 election was originally proposed as Section 513. B. of Resolution 2009-05, but was removed changing it from a Charter Amendment to a stand-alone Resolution. Resolution 2009-07 will correct the staggered election terms of the elected officials as required under the provisions in Article 5, Section 508 of the town Charter, by imposing a Transitional Rule for the 2010 Election, whereby “the candidate elected to council receiving the fewest number of votes in the 2010 election shall be elected to a term of two years. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve Resolution 2009-07; Transitional Rule for the 2010 Election. Motion carried unanimously.
Washington County ARRA Funding Allocation to Municipalities: A letter was received last week from Joe Kroboth, Director of Washington County Public Works, stating that the County obtained $2.3 million in stimulus funds in 2009 to be used for Capital Projects. Due to the many federal procedures involved in regulating federal funds, the County Commissioners chose to use all of the federal funds under one contract administered by the County and to allocate local, non-federal funds to all nine-(9) municipalities based on the distribution formula used for the Highway User Funds. Boonsboro’s allocation of $37,816.00 is to be used for a “qualifying” capital improvement project that must be reviewed and approved by the County based on terms defined in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the County and the Town. Mr. Kroboth will be attending the January MML meeting to discuss the terms of the MOU further with all municipalities.
Maturity/Refinancing of Park Expansion Project Line of Credit: The $2M line of credit obtained for funding the Park Expansion Project matures on January 26, 2010. The total amount of funding used on the LOC to complete the project is $1.5M. Rates and terms are being obtained for a fixed rate loan, of which the revenue from the annual $.06/$100 of the assessable base dedicated for park expansion can be applied. Town Manager Smith stated that she would provide further information on the matter to the Mayor and Council once she obtains financial options for consideration.
POS Funding: Town Manager Smith stated that she contacted Washington County Parks and Recreation Department Director Jim Sterling regarding the status of Boonsboro’s pending POS Development Grant Request for FY2010. Mr. Sterling stated that the State only provided Washington County with $135,000 in POS funds for FY2010 and they were not able to fund Boonsboro’s request. Inquiring about the POS Development Grant Application requests due for FY2011, Mr. Sterling stated that the County is expecting less than $35,000 for FY2011 and is attributing the amount to be just enough for the State to keep the POS program open. Due to the amount of funding expected, coupled with the fact that Boonsboro did not receive an award for FY2010, an application for FY2011 was not submitted. 

COMMISSION REPORTS
Planning Commission- M. Clark.  Meeting held on December 22, 2009. Discussions included the Concept Plan for King Road Associates Phase 1 proposing approximately 113 units with approximately 62 single-family units and 51 town homes on 30 acres, with the Commission approving the Concept Plan unanimously. Discussions also included the Street Standards for Warrior Boulevard, and the resignation of Chairman Bob Snyder. The Mayor stated that a letter of commendation should be presented to Mr. Snyder. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Chambers to invite Mr. Snyder to the next Regular Meeting and present him with a letter of commendation for his years of service to the Town. Motion carried unanimously.
Police Chief Report – J. Hewett. The Police Department received 364 calls for service, which included 36 motor vehicle violator contacts and 0 parking citations. Arrests for the month of December included zero (0) adults and zero (0) juveniles. 

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on December 10, 2009. Discussions included 40A Water Line Extension Project Construction Update with a few connection delays due to weather and final paving postponed until spring, and an update on the request for a Service Line replacement at 3 Park Drive. 
Park Board – R. Hawkins. No meeting was held in December due to Olde Tyme Christmas. Library sign has been installed and will not having lighting, but may be addressed at a later time.
Council Member Wetzel stated that several communities in Frederick County are challenging the County’s APFO. She explained that this information is coming from the Frederick Maryland Municipal League Chapter. Seven cities, including the City of Frederick, lead by the Mayor of Middletown, are taking the County to court saying that they should have more control over development and funds. Council Member Wetzel stated that this might be information to follow up on due to the handling of Washington County’s APFO and school development. 
Town Manager – D. Smith. Severe Snow Weather Event: December 18-20, 2009 dumped 14-20 inches of snow in the area, causing Governor O’Malley to declare a State of Emergency for all of Maryland. Fire/Rescue Service Director Kevin Lewis contacted emergency agencies and municipalities to request that all expenses incurred for the event to be tracked for possible reimbursement through (MEMA) Maryland Emergency Management Agency. The town utilized 110 hours of overtime for 8 employees and utilized 38 tons of salt for an accumulated expense for the storm (without the addition of vehicle gas) is $5,668.50. National League of Cities (NLC) Prescription Discount Card Program: Town Manager Smith stated she has received the posters and prescription cards for the Prescription Discount Card Program that will offer up to a 20% discount on prescriptions not covered by insurance to Boonsboro residents. Press releases to announce implementation of the program on January 20, 2010 will be made through the media and the Town website and at various locations throughout the town.
CITIZEN COMMENTS: Barinda Golden – Holiday poem.

The meeting closed at 8:10 PM.
Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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