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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
wednesday, MARCH 25, 2009
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman Bob Snyder, Vice-Chairman David Ambrose, Thurston Faulder, Kim Koerting, Rob Maricle, W. Carvel Wright, Jr. and Julie Green

Mayor and Council Members: Mayor Charles Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Richard Hawkins, Natalie Mose, Kevin Chambers, Barbara Wetzel, and Cindy Kauffman

Staff Members: Megan Clark, Town Planner and Debra Smith, Town Manager

Guest: Ben Sussman, ERM, Consultant for the Comprehensive Plan
PRESIDING:
Chairman Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The meeting minutes of the February 25, 2009 Planning Commission meeting were approved as presented.
DISCUSSION WITH MAYOR AND COUNCIL: DRAFT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

Chairman Snyder asked the Mayor and Council for their comments on the Comprehensive Plan. 
Mayor Kauffman commended the Planning Commission and staff for their efforts in the update of the Comprehensive Plan. He asked if there were any major changes in the updated plan that the Council should be aware of. Chairman Snyder stated the Planning Commission focused their efforts on keeping the Comprehensive Plan in the same direction as it had been. The updates found in the plan are brought to present day standards and to meet state requirements. Ben Sussman also stated two major additions occurred within the plan. The additions were included to meet the requirements of House Bill 1141, which is the Municipal Growth Element found as Chapter 2, and the Water Resources Element, found as Chapter 4. Mayor Kauffman agreed with the Plan and the concept of maintaining the same direction that the Town has consistently followed.

Council Member Hawkins commented on the policies within the Plan. He stated the policies within the Plan were very clear and would help guide the Town in the direction it needed to go.

Planning Commission Member Wright commented on the plan being proactive. He stated the plan provides a general direction for the Town to follow and consider when making decisions. 

The Planning Commission and Mayor and Council briefly discussed other specific sections of the plan including public safety, water and sewer, and community facilities. 

Council Member Wetzel asked how the 2.1% growth rate was established as this percentage is subsequently followed and influences the remainder of the Comprehensive Plan. Chairman Snyder stated the Planning Commission discussed this figure extensively and based its decision on past growth patterns and today’s economy. Ben Sussman explained briefly how the Plan is used as a guiding document and is required to be revisited every six years. 
Chairman Snyder thanked the Mayor and Council for their comments. Mayor Kauffman thanked the Planning Commission and stated he looked forward to the Public Hearing on the Plan. 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: 

Request for Bond Reduction: Fletcher’s Grove Stormwater Management
Town Planner Clark introduced the request. She stated Washington County has reviewed and approved the as-builts for Stormwater management Ponds 1 and 3 in Fletcher’s Grove. With this approval, the ponds are complete and the bonds can subsequently be released. Pond 2 will be approved by the County once a signed maintenance agreement is obtained.
Commission Member Maricle made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO RELEASE THE STORMWATER MANAGEMENT BOND FOR FLETCHER’S GROVE PONDS 1 AND 3, AND MAINTAIN A SURETY OF $61,102 FOR POND 2. Commission Member Wright seconded the motion. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT

Chairman Snyder commented on Planning Commission Elections occurring in April and the update of the Zoning Ordinance occurring after the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan. 
ADJOURNMENT

Chairman Bob Snyder declared the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

___________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
