BOONSBORO MUNICIPAL UTILITIES COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

November 12, 2009

The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, November 12, 2009 in the Town Hall Conference Room. In attendance were Chairman Kevin Chambers, Assistant Chairman George Messner, Commission Members Shirley Metz, Rob Hutzell, Todd Kennedy, Harold Kirby, and Jerry Wolfe. Also in attendance: Town Manager Debbie Smith and Superintendent Bobby Mose. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM. 

· Motion by Hutzell, second by Kennedy to approve the October 8, 2009 Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Kennedy, second by Hutzell to approve the Water and Sewer Funds Treasurer Reports for October 2009, and motion carried.  

· Motion by Metz, second by Kennedy to approve the October 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.
GUEST
Leonard Thomas, 3 Park Drive.  Mr. Thomas stated that he has been having issues with his water service line cracking in the winter and is requesting that the Town replace the line. Chairman Chambers stated that there has been an ongoing concern with the water lines on McKeldin Drive and around Shafer Park since 2004, with the last reported water leak from Mr. Thomas on July 10, 2008. He further stated that Mr. Thomas spoke to the Town Manager on July 8, 2009 concerning inconsistent low water flow and pressure to his property, which tested at 90psi. Chairman Chambers suggested that an analysis be done between Potomac Street and Mr. Leonard’s property on Park Drive to determine the best course of action.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  
40A Waterline Extension Project

Project Construction Update: currently applying the base coat of asphalt along the shoulder on Alt 40. W.F. Delauter will begin to install the water main on Scenic View Court by the end of the week and place house connections next week. Work on Mill Point Road is expected to begin around November 23rd with a project completion of December 8, 2009. Next construction meeting is scheduled for November 24, 2009.  
Project Funding Update: a total of $712,312.59 or 83% of the contract has been paid as of November 4th including payment #4 for $124,618.95. $365,993.00 will be reimbursed through the grant and loan in approximately 3 weeks according to MDE, stating they are behind in processing requests due to the additional processing of stimulus projects. 
Waste Water Treatment Plant Construction
USDA Final Inspection Report: USDA representatives Chip Mayhew and Kendra Harmon performed a walk-through and final inspection of the WWTP on October 28th stating that they were very pleased with the project and requested a few documents from the project engineer for their file.  
MDE Site Visit for Permit Renewal: Sherman Ashby of MDE visited the WWTP on November 5th to review the requirements for the pending wastewater permit renewal. He also stated that staff should be contacted soon by a Sanitarian, which has been assigned to Hagerstown.
Follow-Up of Water Leak at 521 North Main Street: the BMUC requested further investigation of request for a reduction in a water bill for 521 N. Main Street due to a claim by a plumber that repaired a leak at 521 N. Main Street was a result of a connection made by former Boonsboro Superintendent Dave Baker using a nylon fitting instead of a brass compression fitting which is supposed to be used on brass meters.  Superintendent Bobby Mose went to the site and said nothing was done inside the meter vault (all copper and brass). The repair work was done from the vault to the house, which would not at any point in time have been done by any member of the town, including Dave Baker. Chairman Chambers stated that BMUC’s leak policy requires the property owner to pay for the water used during the leak, but an adjustment can be made to the sewer billing. 

New Business:
BOE Request for Tap Fee Waiver: The Utilities Commission reviewed a letter addressed to Town Planner Megan Clark from the Board of Education regarding a wavier of the tap fees for the Boonsboro High School Team Room. The proposed structure will include a restroom/locker room facility for the student athletes using the high school fields. Because the waterline is being extended from the school for the project, it is not being considered as a new connection. Motion by Messner, second by Metz to have the Town Planner notify the BOE that the Utilities Commission granted the wavier for the tap fees as requested for this project. Motion carried.
Boonsboro/Keedysville Regional Water Board Report: a meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 18, 2009 at 6:30 PM
Mayor and Council Report: The Meeting was held on November 3, 2009. Guests included Cub Scout Master Jeff Mallory and three scouts from the Pleasant Valley Cub Scout Pack 55, and David St. Clair and Wayne Becker of Smith, Elliott, Kearns and Co, LLC who reviewed the Fiscal Year 2009 Audit Presentation. Discussed items included the approval of the Fiscal Year 2009 Audit, the introduction of Resolution 2009-05; Amending the Charter of the town of Boonsboro, the Board of Zoning Appeal Member Re-appointments, the awarding of the 18-month Sanitation Contract for 2010 to Key Sanitation, the Maryland Clean Energy Communities Award and Grant, and the National League of Cities Membership and Prescription Discount Card Program. 
Town Manager Report: budget issues are the focus of the Town. State Highway Administration will now require the Town to pay for the salt used in the winter months, which is approximately 50 tons. The Town anticipates property assessments to be reduced as much as 40% in the new year.  The Governor is expected to announce additional State cuts within the next few weeks.
Motion by Kennedy, second by Messner to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Harold Kirby

Secretary

