BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

 FEBRUARY 7, 2011
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, Barbara Wetzel, and Janeen Solberg. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeffrey Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the January 3, 2011 Regular Session Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the January 31, 2011 Workshop Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the January 2011 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the January 2011 Bills to be Paid with amendments made, and motion carried. 

GUESTS
Kenneth Nelson, Steven Nelson, and Connor Pullaro - representing Boy Scout Troop 51. Kenneth Nelson stated that he is fulfilling his last requirement for his merit badge before becoming an Eagle Scout, and explained his Eagle Scout project to the Mayor and Council. The Scouts were accompanied by John Pullaro.
County Commissioners Jeff Kline and Ruth Anne Callaham were in attendance.
Fire Chief Oley Griffith - The Mayor stated that he and Council Member Cynthia Kauffman attended the Fire Department Banquet on January 29, 2011, and was presented a recognition plaque on behalf of the Town. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that she was very impressed with the Fire Departments ability to obtain $195,950 in grants and $26,000 through fundraisers, which they used to purchase equipment and supplies throughout the year. The Mayor thanked Chief Griffith and the Fire Department for the service they provide for the Town.

CORRESPONDENCE

· Invitation to the Mayor, Council, and Town Staff to attend the Boonsboro Ambulance and Rescue Service Appreciation Banquet on March 19, 2011.
· Email from County Commissioner Jeff Kline encouraging participation in the “March for Babies” sponsored by the March of Dimes on April 30, 2011.
· Letter from Rex Hovey, of the Living History Association of Mecklenburg, North Carolina and the Civil War North Carolina Infantry Monument at Fox’s Gap, regarding assistance in constructing a walkway to the Infantry Monument 
· Gang Steering Meeting Minutes from January 21, 2011.
· Invitation to attend the Washington County Agricultural 4-H Recognition Celebration on March 19, 2011.
· Invitation to attend Hagerstown Community College’s Fundraiser Banquet and Tribute to Jake and Anna Hershey on March 25, 2011.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Council Member Wetzel stated that although the Maryland Local Government Health Cooperative benefit pricing analysis done in November 2010 proved not to be cost effective at that time, she proposed having another cost analysis done closer to budget time. 
NEW BUSINESS
Resolution 2011-01; To Repeal and Enact the Washington County Animal Control Ordinance Revision 4: Town Manager Smith stated that the County Commissioners approved amendments to the Washington County Animal Control Ordinance by repealing all prior versions of the ordinance and approving Revision 4 of the Washington County Animal Control Ordinance, which became effective by the County on January 1, 2011. She stated that major changes within the Ordinance include; 1) the definition of Vicious and Dangerous animal and Potentially Vicious and Dangerous animal. Designed to give pets and their owners a second chance, the Potentially Vicious and Dangerous section would allow dogs that attack other pets or people and their owners to take a training course, and makes provision for the dogs record to be cleared if not further instances occur within 18-months. 2) Licensing of dogs will be the responsibility of the Humane Society and any associated fees will fund the County Spay-Neuter program. 3) the Ordinance also requires owners, a) to ensure animals get adequate water and food, b) require ferrets to be inoculated against rabies, c) makes certain requirements for construction of kennels, d) requires address-change notification by owners within 10-days, e) gives the county additional options for membership on the Animal Control Authority; and f) requires information from citations and complaints be given to the person being charged with an offense. Resolution 2011-01 will adopt the revised and amended Ordinance authorizing the County to enforce the provisions of the said ordinance within the corporate limits of the town.  Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve Resolution 2011-01; to Repeal and Enact the Washington County Animal Control Ordinance Revision 4. Motion carried unanimously.
Park Drive Citizen Safety Concerns: Town Manager Smith stated that Joyce Kaetzel, of 4 McKeldin Drive, was invited to attend the January Police and Public Safety Commission meeting to further voice her concerns regarding the safety on the roads around Shafer Park. She further stated that the placement of pedestrian crosswalks, along with the installation of speed limit and “Children at Play” signage, was discussed at the Workshop meeting. Discussion of installing indented rumble strips in various locations around the Park to help calm the traffic was proposed, but information obtained through the State Highway Administration revealed that rumble strips are not commonly used in residential areas due to the noise they create and bicycle safety. Council Member Chambers stated that the use of speed humps as an alternative to indented rumble strips, along with proper signage prior to each crosswalk, would help to slow traffic in the Park. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the painting of crosswalks, installation of signage and to further explore the use of speed humps on the roads around Shafer Park to calm traffic. Motion carried unanimously.
Town Commission Volunteer Interest Form: The Mayor stated that Town Manager Smith proposed creating a standardized form for residents to fill out and submit to show their interest in serving on town volunteer commission’s and boards to make the review process consistent. Town Manager Smith presented the standardized form for the Council’s review, which will be made available at Town Hall and added to the Town’s website for easier access by interested citizens. Council Member Wetzel suggested adding an area for ‘Community Event Volunteer’ and ‘Special Project Volunteer’ on the form. Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the Commission Volunteer Interest Form as amended. Motion carried unanimously.
Planning Commission Member Re-Appointment: Assistant Mayor Long stated that the Planning Commission is recommending the re-appointment of Carvel Wright, of 705 Elm Crest Avenue, for a consecutive term of five (5) years. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Mose to re-appoint Mr. Wright to the Planning Commission for a five (5) year term. Motion carried unanimously.
Mid-Year Financial Review: Town Manager Smith provided the Mayor and Council with the December 31, 2010 General Fund Income Statement detailing the past six (6) months for their review at the Workshop meeting. She stated that the budget projected amount of Real Property Taxes based on the State assessment was $913,948 and that the year-to-date collected amount is $891,204. She further stated that most of the expenditures are at the anticipated 50% point, with the exception of the Telephone, Advertising, Uniform, Vehicle Maintenance and Repair, and Municipal Building Maintenance line items. She also stated that the Employees Pension is over budget due to an error of not incorporating the Police Department Pension in the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget. The Mayor thanked Town Manager Smith for her report. 
COMMISSION REPORTS
Police & Public Safety Commission – J. Solberg. Meeting held on January 13, 2011. Guest included Ms. Joyce Kaetzel, of 4 McKeldin Drive. Discussions included on-going concerns regarding the motor vehicle turning issues at 50 South Main Street and Cemetery Lane, the removal of the signage at Reeder’s Alley, Ms. Kaetzel’s safety concerns regarding speeding and parking on Park Drive, and the review of citizens interested in filling the vacancy on the Commission.  
Park Board – C. Kauffman. No meeting was held in January due to the weather. There is one (1) vacancy on the Park Board due to Peggy Beeler’s term ending and her decision to not be re-appointed. The vacancy will be posted on the Town web site. 
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on January 13, 2011. Discussions included the Alternate 40 waterline connection deadline and County notification process update, the Waste Water Treatment Plant lighting expense review, the TT&K sewer pump design modification request, the Capital Replacement Projects in Keedysville from the Boonsboro Keedysville Regional Water Advisory Board meeting on December 1, 2010, which included the Operation and Maintenance Agreement review and the Keedysville Spring House modification review. 
Council Member Wetzel stated that according to the Town Charter, Commissions should be responsible for writing their own minutes rather than Town staff. Council Member Chambers invited Council Member Wetzel to attend the Utilities Commission meeting to further discuss her concerns. The Mayor suggested addressing this with the Charter Review Committee. 
Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on January 25, 2011. Discussions included the recommendation to re-appoint Carvel Wright to the Commission for a consecutive five year term, a Variance Request recommendation to the Board of Zoning Appeal to create a new lot at the rear of the property at 221 North Main Street, the King Road Phase I Preliminary Plan review update and the Graystone Section F Preliminary Plan 1st submittal. 
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. No meeting was held in January. The Commission will meet on February 23, 2011.
Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Council of Governments will hold their next meeting on February 24, 2011. Community Outreach met on January 13, 2011. Discussions included the Washington County Animal Control Ordinance and the new Boys & Girls Club in Williamsport. Council Member Wetzel stated that it might be beneficial to bring a Boys & Girls Club to Boonsboro. The next Community Outreach meeting will be held on April 14, 2011. 
Police Department Activity Report – Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 271 calls for service, which included 47 motor vehicle violations and 0 parking citations. Arrests for the month of January included one (1) adult for a DWI offense and one (1) juvenile for a motor vehicle theft and related driving offenses.
· Chief Hewett presented the 2010 Annual Police Report, noting the years highlights
Town Manager – D. Smith
· Re-opening of Alley 11-Town Manager Smith stated that she would like to verify that the Mayor and Council agree that Alley 11 will be reopened as a one-way alleyway entering from Potomac Street. She further stated that a letter has been prepared to the resident at 225 Potomac Street concerning the removal of his mobile home trailer, which is parked in the alleyway at the barricade. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Mose to approve the reopening of Alley 11 as a one-way alleyway entering from Potomac Street to the curve, and to notify the resident at 225 Potomac Street that his mobile home trailer must be moved. Motion carried unanimously. 
· Town Manager Smith attended the 2011 Diamond Awards for Engineering Excellence Banquet on February 3, 2011 at the Hotel Hershey as a representative of the Town and Utility Commission for the Waste Water Treatment Plant nomination by CDM. 
CITIZEN COMMENTS
· Chief Oley Griffith – Voiced concerns regarding the height of the curb in front of the Fire Department on St. Paul Street and the possibility of it being the cause of the fire truck tires and springs damage. 
· Joyce Kaetzel – Voiced concerns regarding the street lights turning off and/or decreasing in brightness in the evening from Potomac Street to Shafer Park on Park Lane 
· Ruth Anne Callaham – Updates from the County Commissioners
· Discussion on the removal of doubling on Excise Tax and the mitigation of the APFO Ordinance concerning developers
· Council Member Chambers voiced his concerns about the discussion with the County Commissioners during their meeting in Boonsboro regarding the resurfacing and repair of Monroe Road. Commissioner Kline stated that he would address Monroe Road with the other Commissioners.
· Barinda Golden – Poem called “The Cabin”
The Meeting closed at 8:50 PM and moved into Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter as allowed under Section 10-508 (1)(i) of the Annotated Code of Maryland, with a motion by Council Member Chambers and second by Assistant Mayor Long. Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant
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