MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

January 5, 2009
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:04 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation.  In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Natalie Mose and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller, and Attorney William Wantz. Council Member Frank Nuice was excused.

The Regular Session of the Mayor and Council on Monday, December 1, 2008 closed at 8:40 PM. and moved into Executive Closed Session to discuss a personnel matter as stated in Section 10-508 (1) of the Annotated Code of Maryland. In attendance were Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, Council Members Chambers, Hawkins, Mose, and Wetzel, and Town Manager Smith.
Motion by Chambers, second by Mose to approve the December 1, 2008 Regular Session Minutes and motion carried.

Motion by Hawkins, second by Chambers to approve the December 1, 2008 Executive Session Minutes and motion carried.

Motion by Long, second by Chambers to approve the December 29, 2008 Workshop Session Minutes with amendments made, and motion carried.

Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to approve the December 29, 2008 Workshop Executive Session Minutes, with Wetzel opposing, and motion carried 5-1.
Motion by Long, second by Chambers to approve the December 2008 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to approve the December 2008 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.
GUESTS:
· Boonsboro Area Athletic Association: Rob Menas, Randy McClure, Jack Hardy – B.A.A.A.’s formal request to use the new practice field located at the Shafer Park expansion.  Council Member Hawkins explained that the fields may not be ready until fall 2009, and that a schedule has to be made to accommodate all of the organizations requesting to practice there.  He further explained that the Town may need the organizations to help with the maintenance of the fields.  Mr. Menas stated that the B.A.A.A. would be more than willing to help with maintenance and that B.A.A.A.’s long term goal is to have the Shafer Park field area as their permanent field.  
CORRESPONDENCE:
· Invitation to the Boonsboro Fire Department Appreciation Awards Banquet on Saturday, January 31, 2009 at Cochran Auction Theater
· USDA Annual Report 
· Interfaith Housing Alliance Newsletter
· Letter from Myers Implement announcing their closing after 71 years of business
· Washington County Solid Waste Christmas tree disposal service
· Verizon Phonebook – Town Hall phone number not listed again this year in the phonebook
· 2009 Governor Victim Assistance Awards  nomination due February 17, 2009

· Thank you from San Mar for the Mayors participation in the “Showcase of Stars” in November 2008
· MML invitation to the Legislative Reception, January 14, 2009 at the Maryland Inn in Annapolis 

· Invitation to the Law Offices of Alexander &  Cleaver Open House on January 14, 2009
· Letter from Governor O’Malley concerning the Economic Recovery Package

· 4H Recognition Program on March 14, 2009 – Mayor asked to participate
· Land Use and Critical Areas in Maryland Seminar on January 12, 2009 at the Sheraton Hotel in Baltimore
· Mayor asked to write a Letter of Endorsement for Ed Kuzynski for the official appointment to the Circuit Court of Washington County 
· Thank you from MML concerning the November Legislative Night hosted by Clear Spring

· Gaming Fund announcement that they awarded $5,100 to local Fire & Rescue Companies in Washington County
· Formal thank you given by Council Member Mose for the donation made by the Mayor & Council towards the Children’s Christmas party hosted by the Ladies Auxiliary of American Legion Clopper-Michael Post 10

· Thank you for support from the Boonsboro Free Library

· Congratulation to Planning Director Megan Clark on the birth of her daughter, Mia Elizabeth, on December 20, 2008.  Both mother and daughter are doing fine.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Policy Committee:  Council Member Wetzel addressed the Mayor concerning the establishment of the Policy Committee, and that it is unclear as to the direction that the Committee should take.  She explained that during the original discussion it was discussed that regulations for donations would be one area of study for the Committee, and other Town policies as needed would be another.  Council Member Wetzel stated that during the Mayor & Council Workshop, in which the Mayor was not present, it was discussed that the majority of the Council felt that the Policy Committee was established for donations only.  She asked that the Mayor establish the direction that the Policy Committee should take.  The Mayor stated that the original intent of the Policy Committee was to deal with the issue of donations, and to set policies for the amounts of donations.  He further explained that he does not want the Committee to created new Town policies, but rather review established policies as needed and as requested by the Mayor & Council. The Mayor added that an outline needs to be established for the Committee, but at this time the Committee’s priority is to address the issue of donation guidelines. Consensus was that the Policy Committee will establish a donation guideline policy, and then establish the Committee’s purpose at a later date.
NEW BUSINESS:
Amendment to the 2006 King Road & Associates Annexation Agreement – Attorney Wantz stated that the Town has received a proposed Amendment to the 2006 King Road & Associates Annexation Agreement, along with a check for an allocated share of a portion of the Debt Service for the Waste Water Treatment Plant, in the amount of $26,949.16.  The financing for the Waste Water Treatment Plant comes from the USDA and Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration.  The conditions of the financing include the successful acquisition of commitment from the annexed property developers to purchase enough sewer taps in the first five years of their annexation to satisfy the 5-Year Debt Service with the Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration. The Town allocated 1,400 sewer taps to sell to the annexed developers.  Attorney Wantz explained that the King Road & Associates Annexation Agreement involves three different aspects: 

1. It is one of the properties that include a segment of the proposed Warrior Boulevard. 
2. It is the largest of the annexed properties. 
3. It offers an elementary school site designated on the annexation plat zoned for that purpose.
The Agreement proposes the purchase of 102 sewer taps with the revenue of $11,000 per tap, to fund $1,122,000 of the Debt Service in the first five years.  The agreement provides the commitment from King Road Associates to make payments to the Town as the Town requires the funds to service the debt with USDA, Maryland Water Quality Financing Administration, and the Interim Construction Financing through Susquehanna Bank. 
Council Member Wetzel voiced her concerns regarding parts of the Amended Agreement including the Town supporting and encouraging the creation of a special taxing district, the schools system and giving up mitigation rights, and the guarantee of water for the 1,400 taps. 
Council Member Chambers stated that he disagrees with Council Member Wetzel, explaining that special taxing districts work and are proven development tools used in both Frederick and Washington Counties to pay back loans without raising current resident taxes. The Mayor stated that we can not have current residents pay back the ten million dollar loan, and the only way to pay for the Waste Water Treatment Plant is to sign the Agreement with the developers and allow them to buy the sewer taps.
Washington County Public Schools Assistant Superintendent of School Operations Boyd Michael attended the meeting, along with Facilities Planner Robert Spong and School Board Member Donna Brightman. Mr. Michael said approval from the county and state are needed before the site can be accepted for a school which could take approximately two years.  Additional positive points in favor of the Agreement were made by Attorney Wantz and Council.  Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to accept the Amendment to the 2006 King Road & Associates Annexation Agreement, with Wetzel opposing and motion carried 5-1.

“Take Flight” Butterfly Sculpture Donation to the Town – The Thompson Family of Thompson Gas & ACE Hardware made an Emperor Sponsorship level donation to the “Take Flight” Butterfly Sculpture Civic Arts Project to support the Barbara Ingram School for the Arts Foundation, and it is their intention to donate the sculpture to the Town.  During the Mayor & Council Workshop, Mr. Thompson invited the Mayor & Council to join him at the Sponsorship Reception on February 19, 2009.  Council Member Wetzel agreed to be the representative from the Town at the reception to view the design concepts for the 5 foot by 5 foot butterfly.  The butterflies will be displayed throughout downtown Hagerstown between the months of April and June 2009, and will arrive in Boonsboro shortly thereafter.  Further discussion will be held as to the placement of the butterfly sculpture at a later date.
Washington County Leadership Hagerstown Tour of Boonsboro, January 9, 2009 at 9:00 AM – Mayor Kauffman and Town Manager Smith will conduct the two hour tour of Boonsboro.
COMMISSION REPORTS:
Planning Commission – D. Smith. No December meeting was held, therefore no report was given.
Police & Public Safety – H. Long. No December meeting was held, therefore no report was given.
Police Department Report – H. Long. The Police Department received 230 calls for service, which included 42 motor vehicle violations and 9 parking citations. Arrests for the month of December included one (1) adult for credit card fraud/identity theft, and zero (0) juveniles.
Utilities – K. Chambers.  Meeting held on December 11, 2008. Waste Water Treatment Plant Construction Update meeting was held on December 10, 2008.  The project is at 71.2% completion based on time used and $5,870,545.31 has been paid to Kinsley Construction to date. The next meeting is scheduled for January 14, 2009. Everything is on schedule and as planned. Discussions were held concerning the Status of Developers Agreements and Waste Water Treatment Plant Funding, the Water Rate Study Status, and the Reservoir Cover Replacement Update, which has been delayed until the spring because of inclement weather.  The 40A Water Line Extension Project Update was presented by Town Manager Smith, and she stated that CLSI submitted final comments as well as an updated project timeline to MDE. The project was advertised for construction on December 7, 2008 and a pre-bid meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 7, 2009 at Town Hall.  Bid openings will be on January 22, 2009 at Town Hall.
Park Board – R. Hawkins. No December meeting was held, therefore no report was given. Olde Tyme Christmas was a success.
Town Manager – D. Smith. 
· Randy Thompson of Thompson Gas & ACE Hardware brought it to the Mayor & Council’s attention at the Workshop meeting that ACE Hardware has funding and grants available for non-profit organizations that may be suitable for helping the South Mountain Little League and Boonsboro Area Athletic Association.   
CITIZEN COMMENTS:
· Donald Shibler, of School House Court, voiced his concerns with the “no dogs allowed” policy in Shafer Park. He asked if it would be possible for the Park Board to grant an exception. Mr. Shibler uses a motorized wheelchair to walk his dog around Town, and is saddened by the fact that there are no grassy areas in Boonsboro that pet owners can take their dogs to play.  He also voiced concerns over areas of the Town not being ADA accessible, stating his wheelchair became stuck on Main Street at the sidewalk in front of Mr. Tritapoe’s property after the Mayor & Council meeting in November.
Meeting closed at 8:55 PM. 

Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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