MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

October 6, 2008

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro regular meeting session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation.  In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Frank Nuice, Natalie Mose and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. Council Member Richard Hawkins, Sr. arrived at 7:10 PM.
The Regular Session of the Mayor and Council on Monday, September 2, 2008 closed at 9:15 PM. and moved into Executive Session to discuss a proposal for acquisition of property and a personnel matter as stated in Section 10-508 (3) of the Annotated Code of Maryland. In attendance were Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, Council Members Chambers, Hawkins, Nuice, Mose, and Wetzel.

Motion by Chambers, second by Mose to approve the September 2, 2008 Regular Session Minutes with amendments made, and motion carried.
Motion by Nuice, second by Long to approve the September 2, 2008 Executive Session Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Chambers, second by Mose to approve the September 29, 2008 Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to approve the September 29, 2008 Executive Workshop Minutes, and motion carried.

Motion by Nuice, second by Long to approve the September 2008 Treasurers Report and motion carried.
Motion by Hawkins, second by Long to approve the September 2008 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.

GUEST(S):
· Dwight Scott - Request to use Town property for Fall 2009 Boonsboro High School Cross Country.  Coach Scott stated that there is a need for a permanent Cross Country Course for the High School.  He asked if it would be possible to build a Cross Country path in the Shafer Park area.  The Mayor stated that the Town is here to support the schools and will do anything they can to accommodate their requests.  
· Pieter Bickford - Barbara Ingram School for the Arts Foundation “Take Flight” Butterfly Sculptures.  Mr. Bickford addressed the Mayor and Council to raise support in funding the School through the purchase of the local artist decorated Butterfly Sculptures.  He stated that Boonsboro High School students showed an overwhelming interest in the Arts School, which is slated to open in the Fall of 2009.  
· Timothy Winebrenner - Scout Troop 20, earning Citizenship in Community Badge
· Linda Reed - Reeder’s Nursing Home employee
· Justin Harding - Candidate for Washington County School Board.  Mr. Harding is a Boonsboro Resident.  
CORRESPONDENCE:
· Letter from Julie Pippel, Washington County Division of Environmental Management, notifying Municipalities of encouraging program developments with single stream curb side recycling. 

· Gang Steering Minutes from September 19, 2008

· September 16, 2008 Public Information Meeting at the Library concerning the Shafer Park Expansion
· October 1, 2008 email from Fletcher’s Grove resident disagreeing with the Town’s trick-or-treating date set for Halloween this year. The Mayor stated that the Town holds the event on the Thursday before Halloween each year, and that the Fletcher’s Grove community may hold their own trick-or-treat night if they like.
· Maryland Committee for the Support of the National Guard and Reserve request that the Mayor and Council recognize and show their support by signing a Statement of Support

· Boonsboro Junior/Senior Band Boosters Annual Pledge Driver request for donation
· State Transportation notice for Tax increase    

· An Evening to Benefit The Doleman Black Heritage Museum, October 19, 2008 5-8:00 pm, University System of MD at Hagerstown $50 per person.
· Request to hunt on Town Farm – denied 

· Boonsboro American Legion Ladies Auxiliary request for donation for Annual Christmas Party, December 7, 2008

· Letter from Dan Sheehey concerning the Allegheny Power PATH 500 kilowatt high volt power lines slated to run through Boonsboro, possibly near Washington Monument State Park.  

· October 1, 2008 Labor Dinner held at the Elks Club

· Letter from Carolyn Brook, Character Counts Newsletter 
NEW BUSINESS:
Allegheny Power – Streetlight Illumination/Retrofit Program – The Town Manager reviewed the information that Allegheny Power Representative Dave Kline presented at the mayor and Council Workshop, including street lighting information and various options for replacing the old Mercury Vapor Cobra Head lights streetlights throughout the Town.  The existing streetlights will be replaced with High Pressure Sodium Cobra Head Cut-Off Light Fixtures, which may also lower the Town electric bill for street lighting. Retrofitting work will begin as soon as possible.  Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to approve the Agreement with Allegheny Power, and motion carried.
Town Hall Computer Upgrade Proposals – The Town Manager reviewed the three (3) proposals that she received concerning upgrades to the five (5) Town Hall computers workstations to Windows XP, the Town Hall server computer to Windows 2003, and an annual computer support contract which was  included in the FY09 Budget.  She stated that the Town would not renew the contract with CBM Systems, Inc. due to their fees and unsatisfactory service.  After reviewing the three proposals, the Town Manager made the recommendation to sign on with WPS Solutions of Hagerstown. She stated that WPS recommends that the Town replace the server computer due to low memory in the unit, with the total cost of $4,170.00 that includes the five upgrades. Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to approve the Town Hall Computer Upgrade Proposal from WPS, and motion carried.
Town Hall Roof Leak Repair Quote – The Town Manager presented a quote from Bonded Applicators of MD, Inc. for repairs needed to the Town Hall and Old Library roof.  The estimated amount for repairs totals $1,516.00. Upon investigation it was determined that seven (7) of the holes in the roof are burn holes caused by the Main Street fire last February, and would be submitted to LGIT for inclusion in the fire claim at the cost of $758.00.  This would bring the actually cost to the Town down to $758.00. Motion by Long, second by Chambers to approve the Town Hall Roof Leak Repair Quote, and motion carried.

MML Geocache Trail Resolution – Mayor and Council reviewed a resolution proposed by the Maryland Municipal League to take part in a Geocache Trail Program, which includes ‘hiding’ a treasure some place in the Town and using a GPS device to search for it. The Mayor and Council agreed that this would benefit tourism in the Town. Motion by Long, second by Hawkins to approve the MML Geocache Trail Resolution, and motion carried.
TV Sewer Truck Bid – The Utilities Commission received one bid for the TV Truck in the amount of $6,000 from Ewing Co, of Havre de Grace, Maryland, and recommends accepting that bid. Motion by Hawkins, second by Chambers to accept the TV Truck bid from Ewing Co., and motion carried.
FY09 Proposed Community Legacy Program Projects – The Town Manager stated that the Legacy Grant application is due on October 29, 2008.  Two proposed applications include:
· Formal permanent meeting chambers for the Mayor and Council in the old Library space.  This would include façade upgrades recommended as part of the Mary Means Study, which is part of the Community Legacy Program.

· Transformation of the King House on Potomac Street into the Police Department and future Park Maintenance Office Building.    

The Town Manager further explained that the Community Center and present Police Department could be used for the Mediation Center and for residents to hold group meeting and activities. 
· Introduction and Approval of Resolution 2008-05; Authorizing FY2009 Community Legacy Program Participation – The Town Manager explained that in order to submit the Community Legacy Program application, the Mayor and Council must first approve the Resolution to move forward with the participation in the Program.
 
Motion by Nuice, second by Hawkins to introduce and approve Resolution 2008-05 and to move forward with the FY2009 Community Legacy Program Projects applications, and motion carried.
PATH Power Lines – The Mayor and Council discussed the letter from Dan Sheehey concerning the Allegheny Power PATH 500 kilowatt high volt power lines slated to run through Boonsboro, possibly near Washington Monument State Park.  Consensus agreed that a letter should be drafted and posted on the PATH website in opposition of new power lines being erected in Boonsboro. Motion by Wetzel, second by Chambers to draft a letter to PATH, and motion carried.
Boonsboro American Legion Ladies Auxiliary Request for Donation; Annual Christmas Party to be held on December 7, 2008 - Motion by Chambers, second by Hawkins to donate $100 to the Ladies Auxiliary, and motion carried.
Boonsboro Junior/Senior Band Boosters Annual Pledge Driver Request for Donation - Motion by Mose, second by Chambers to donate $100 to the Boonsboro Band Boosters, and motion carried.

National Guard and Reserve Statement of Support Resolution - Maryland Committee for the Support of the National Guard and Reserve request that the Mayor and Council recognize and show their support by signing a Statement of Support Resolution.  Motion by Long, second by Chambers to sign the Resolution, and motion carried.  

Shafer Park Phase 1; Dirt Removal – Council Member Hawkins discussed the need to use the 28 dump truck loads of dirt that is being excavated from football field and storm water management pond areas at the Shafer Park Expansion rather than removing it.  At this time, the Town has three options: 
Option 1: Remove the dirt that is excavated, and truck it back in to the Park in a later Phase as planned.

Option 2: Stockpile the dirt that is excavated and leave the dirt at the Park, until it is needed for a later Phase.  This would require the planting of grass on the dirt and MDE would then need to be involved.
Option 3: Utilize the excavated dirt and form the road base through the Park, which is slated in a later Phase, now at the additional cost to the Town of $4,000.  
Council Member Hawkins further explained that Option #3 would constitute a change order, which was not part of the original contract with the contractor. Council Member Chambers voiced concerns in paying the additional costs at this time, and moving into another Phase of the design without knowing for sure if the excavated dirt will be needed.  It was agreed that this change must be submitted in writing to the Town as to what is exactly taking place with the dirt.  Motion by Wetzel, second by Nuice to approve the use the 28 dump truck loads of dirt now to create the road base as described I option #3 at the cost of $4,000, motion carried with Chambers opposing.

COMMISSION REPORTS:
Planning Commission – F. Nuice.  Meeting held on September 24, 2008.  Discussed the Concept Plan: BNCP08-03 concerning the Dean North Property.  Met with Draper and Gangley to discuss the sixty-one single-family dwellings that are proposed on the north side of Chase Six Blvd., with the extension of Burton Way.  The Concept Plan will be approved contingent upon the completion of Chase Six Blvd. Denied the recommendation of BZA08-06 sign to the back of Vesta. No meetings will be held during the months of December and January.  The Draft of the Comprehensive Plan is almost finished.
EDC – D. Smith.  Meeting held on September 24, 2008.  Discussed the success of Boonesborough Days and problems with the Trolley driver this year being unprofessional.  It was reported that two of the Park pavilions were not power washed and one had to be cleaned by the Town employees and an invoice was submitted to the Historical Society.  The Recycling Committee set up recycling boxes at the Park for Boonesborough Days, prepared flyers that were included along with the Town Newsletter in the Utility bill mailings.  Update with the Inn Boonsboro, the addition of a front porch, and that it is slated to open in January 2009.  The Trolley Grant is ready to move forward and bids are due on October 17.  The annual Christmas Decorating Contest will be held on December 13.  
Police & Public Safety – H. Long.  No meeting was held in September due to the September 11th Memorial Parade.
Police Department Report – Chief Hewett. The Police Department received 485 calls for service, which included 86 motor vehicle violations. Arrests for the month of September included zero (0) adults and seven (7) juveniles.
Utilities – K. Chambers.  Meeting was held on September 9, 2008.  Discussed the 40A Water Line Extension Project with the design completed and ready to go to bid.  However, the Town is waiting for the MDE approval before the project can be put out to bid.  WWTP Construction is on schedule.  Water Rate and Cost of Service Study reviews are being considered.  The Sewer TV Truck was placed out to bid, and one bid was received and accepted from Ewing Company in the amount of $6,000. Issued the Notice to Proceed for the replacement of Reservoir Cover, waiting for the materials to come in and installation begin later this month.  A proposed Ordinance regulating hydrant clearance was researched and reviewed. 
Park Board – R. Hawkins. Meeting was held on September 24, 2008. Discussed concerts that were held this season, and the need for better advertising.  Directional signage to Shafer Park are being considered and priced.  Olde Tyme Christmas plans were made.  Discussions were held concerning replacement of July 4th banners, extra Christmas decorations, the possibility of widening the sidewalks around the Park, and the donation of trees and shrubbery for the Park Expansion.   No action has been taken concerning a skateboard park.  The Abraham Lincoln: Self-Made in America Exhibit will be on display at the Library from October 10 to November 7, 2008. 
Town Manager – D. Smith

· Trolley Station Renovation Project was placed out to bid with bids due Friday, October 17, and a pre-construction meeting to be held on Friday, October 10, 2008.  Bids will be presented to Mayor and Council at the October Workshop Meeting.

· A metal gate was fabricated and installed over the large storm drain in Shafer Park as a safety measure to keep “inquisitive” individuals out.  

· Park Restrooms will be closed and winterized on October 16, 2008.

· Bulk Pick-Up will be held on Saturday, October 11, 2008.

· Trick-Or-Treat will be held on Thursday, October 30, 2008 from 6-8 PM.

Council Member Wetzel announced that she attended the press conference at the American Legion Post 10 in Boonsboro where Lt. Governor Anthony G. Brown kicked off the “Maryland’s Commitment to Veterans” Tour where he announced plans for an aggressive outreach effort to veteran communities that will run through the end of the year.  
Meeting closed at 9:40 PM, with a motion by Chambers and second by Mose to move into an Executive Closed Session as stated in Section 10-508 (5) of the Annotated Code of Maryland. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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